
ST. MARY’S PARISH COMMUNITY                                                                                                                        BRYANTOWN 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
Dear Parishioners,     

     The month of February is observed as Black History 

Month. So this is an especially good time to celebrate 

one of the most historically significant persons to have 

been baptized in our parish, Thomas Wyatt Turner. Dr. 

Turner (187-1978) is a particularly important figure in 

the history of Black Catholics. I first heard of him when 

I was in graduate school at CUA studying the efforts to 

desegregate our Archdiocese. I only learned a few years 

ago that he was actually baptized here at St. Mary’s. 

Below are excerpts from an article about Dr. Turner 

from the New Catholic Encyclopedia written by Marilyn 

W. Nickels. Dr. Nickels, who became friends with 

Thomas Turner, recently published his memoir, From 

Sharecropper to Scientist. Copies of this fascinating 

book are available at from our religious goods store for 

$10.  I recommend it highly. 

With my prayers, 

Fr. Conley 
 

Thomas Wyatt Turner 

     Biologist, educator, pioneer leader of African 

American Catholics; born March 16, 1877, Hughesville, 

Md; died April 21, 1978, Washington, DC.   In the 

preface to his unpublished autobiography, Thomas 

Wyatt Turner captured in simple language the meaning 

of a life which spanned more than a century:   “For me, 

my color was my earliest handicap.  Doors would be 

closed, opportunities  lacking, barriers erected because I 

was black.  The American dream would be a dream only 

– to become a train engineer, a wealthy farmer, a 

storekeeper or whatever.  But if I just had a chance, I 

would exert every effort to push open the door, tear 

down the barriers, seek every opportunity to become a 

man with dignity, respected for my personal worth.”  In 

May, 1976 The Catholic University of America 

recognized that personal worth in bestowing an honorary 

doctor of science degree on this remarkable Catholic 

educator.  The award came 75 years after Turner had left 

the University as a graduate student because of 

insufficient funds and more than 40 years after he had 

received an ironic letter of refusal to his appeal for the 

admission of African American students to the 

institution. 

     Poverty and racism were battles which Turner waged 

most of his life.  He was born in a sharecropper’s cabin 

in Charles County Southern Maryland, fifth of the nine 

children of Eli and Linnie (Gross) Turner.  Baptized as 

an infant, he once remarked that he had “remained 

baptized ever since.”  The phrase was fitting, for Turner 

discovered early in life that the color barrier existed in 

church as elsewhere.  While sitting in the old slave 

gallery for Sunday Mass as a child, young Thomas  

 

 

 

vowed he would change such immoral practices.  He  

received his early education in the county schools and in 

the fields as a sharecropper, completing his studies at an 

Episcopalian School in Charlotte Hall, MD.  As 

graduation neared, this young student known as 

“Lawyer” was offered a college scholarship on the 

condition that he become an Episcopalian.  Accepting 

the advice of a friendly Quaker woman, Turner chose to 

“stick with” his church instead.  Shortly thereafter, he set 

out for Howard University in Washington, D.C., 

penniless but ambitious.  Working his way through 

school, Turner obtained his B.A. degree in 1901.  He 

accepted a scholarship for graduate study in science at 

Catholic University, but soon ran out of funds. 

      In 1902, Turner returned to Maryland to join the 

faculty of the Baltimore High and Training School, 

among the first African American teachers to staff 

African American schools in the state.  He joined the 

fledgling NAACP as the first secretary of its Baltimore 

branch in 1910.  Three years later, he moved to Howard 

University as a biologist in the School of Education.  

Continuing his civil rights activities, he organized the 

first city-wide membership drive for the Washington 

NAACP in 1915.    

     At the same time, Turner directed his attention to the 

racist practices in his own church.  With fellow African-

American Catholics, he organized the Committee against 

the Extension of Race Prejudice in the Church, which 

wrote to bishops letters of protest against discrimination 

in churches, schools, hospitals, orphanages, and 

seminaries.  Racism in seminaries and convents were a 

primary concern to the committee.  Finally, in 1924 the 

group adopted a constitution; established a permanent 

organization, Federal Colored Catholics; and elected 

Turner its first president. 

     Although Turner saw the organization as 

representative of the interests of African America 

Catholics in America, he welcomed the support of all 

groups, including white priests.  One of the earliest such 

advocates was John LaFarge, SJ, editor of America 

magazine. 

     Eventually, the organization split into two factions, 

with Turner as president of a small eastern group of 

Federation members.   This organization functioned until 

1952, with Turner often at the helm.  Throughout this 

period the Federation president combined his church 

activities with a strenuous career as a professional 

educator.  Receiving his master’s degree from Howard in 

1905 and his Ph.D. in botany from Cornell University in 

1921, Turner served as acting dean of the School of 

Education at Howard (1914-1920) and went to Hampton 

Institute in Virginia as first chairman of the biology 

department in 1924.  He retired from that institution in 

1945 after a distinguishing career.  

     



THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                                                                                           JANUARY 27, 2019  

Friday is the first Friday of the month. We will have 

adoration of the Blessed Sacrament following the 9:30 

AM Mass and concluding with benediction at 6 PM. 

Volunteers are needed to sign up for adoration between 

the hours of 3 PM and 6 PM. The sign-up sheet is in the 

foyer. 
 

PRAISE & WORSHIP  We will have a praise and 

worship gathering this Thursday from 6:30 to 8:30 PM 

and dinner will be served. Everyone is invited to come 

and join us for Spirit-filled praise of our Lord. For more 

information contact Fr. Conley. 

 

National Day of Prayer for the African-American 

and African Family Sunday, February 3 will mark the 

30th year of National Day of Prayer for the African-

American and African Family, founded in 1989 by Fr. 

Jim Goode, OFM. This year's theme, "... And is Still 

Blessed Assurance," invites us to come together in 

prayer in solidarity with our African-American and 

African brothers and sisters for their families and their 

needs. A resource aid for this occasion, which contains a               

prayer composed by Fr. Goode, suggested activities to 

celebrate the day, and a catechetical reflection by 

Therese Wilson Favors, former Director of the Office of 

African-American Catholic Ministries for the 

Archdiocese of Baltimore, is available at Solid Ground 

Ministry (solidgroundministry.com). 

  

2019 Annual Appeal 
The Archdiocese of Washington is marking the 50th 

Anniversary of its Annual Appeal with the theme of 

“Our Faith. Our Hope. Our Mission.” Contributions to 

the Annual Appeal are 100% designated to ministries 

that carry out the mission of the Church. Commitment 

weekend is March 2-3 (Follow-Up Weekend).Thank you 

for your generosity in making the 2019 Annual Appeal a 

success! 

  

Worldwide Marriage Encounter  

Love is patient, love is kind.  Increase your love for one 

another by attending the next Worldwide Marriage 

Encounter weekend on February 8-10, 2019 in 

Gaithersburg, MD or October 25-27, 2019 also in 

Gaithersburg, MD. Go to moments4marriage.org to 

sign-up or call 301-541-7007. It’s not too early to sign-

up!  Early registration is highly recommended. 

 

Catholic Daughters Of The Americas 

We would like to thank all the parishioners who 

participated in the Catholic Daughters of the Americas, 

Court Bryantown #771, sponsored Red Cross Blood 

Drive.  We had 30 registered donors, and 11 were first 

time donors.  24 units of blood were collected.  For 

every unit collected we can assist 3 patients; 72 patients 

in need could potentially be helped.  Thank you to the 

volunteers who assisted and soothed anxious donors. 

JUNE 2019 - ITALY/ROME PILGRIMAGE      

Please prayerfully consider joining us on this 

wonderfully planned pilgrimage to Italy and Rome, June 

8 to 17, 2019.  We will be visiting many holy places 

in Italy, including:  the Eucharistic Miracle 

of Lanciano, Our Lady of Loreto, St. Francis of Assisi, 

 St. Padre Pio, St. Rita of Cascia and more.  We will end 

our trip visiting many major Shrines in Rome including 

the Vatican.  We are so blessed to have Fr. Michal 

(pronounced Mee-hal) Sajnog, Pastor of Our Lady of the 

Wayside to join us to provide Mass, Confession and 

Spiritual Direction!  The price is $3,995 per person 

based on double occupancy! Contact the Bread of Life 

Center for Peace for more information at: (301) 475-

7139, email:   pilgrimage@breadoflifecenterforpeace.org 

 or stop by Heavenly Presents in Leonardtown. The 

intention of this trip is to pray in reparation for our 

Church (and our Country) through the intercession of 

Our Lady of Loreto and in the spirit of St. Francis, 

whose mission it was to "rebuild the church!"   Do not 

miss this opportunity to be united in prayer at such a 

crucial time in our church -- register today!    

 

KNOW OF PARISHIONERS WHO ARE 

HOMEBOUND?  Please contact Fr. Conley or Sister 

Theresa at the rectory so we can minister to their 

spiritual needs.  

 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

SUN: 8am Lawrence Potter, 10am Parishioners,  

12N: Clarissa Williams, MON: 8am Maurice I. Long, 

Sr., TUES: 8am John A. Wade,  WED: 8am Rudolph 

Toye, THURS: 8am Mary Nelson, FRI: 9:30am Rev. 

Alejandro Moral,  SAT: 9am Leila Mohler, 4pm Rev. 

Joseph Kleinstuber. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY 

PRAYERS: Stephen Balenger, Mary Bowes, Deacon 

Gene Burroughs,  Quint Burroughs, Brenda Callahan, 

Joe Cross, Agnes Curtis, Chuck Davis,  Kendall Farrell, 

George Fassel,  Arlene Gandolfi, Kevin Gardiner, 

Martha Gehring, James Gibson, Zynae Green, Irma 

Johnson, Angie Kalnasy, Regina Kijesky, Lillian Komar, 

Susie Logan, Mary Emma Middleton, Larry Miller, 

Joseph Mona, Wayne Mullings, Mary Reeves, Sylvene 

Savoy, William Leon Savoy, Edna Sweeney, Jean 

Turner, Eva Washington, Beth Weise, Pat Werner,  

Brice Zimmer.  

 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION LAST WEEKEND: 

$9,129.35.  The unidentified donations totaled $662.35.  

We received $75.00 for our School Support. 
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