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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
Dear Parishioners,     

 On this first Sunday of Lent our Gospel reading tells us 

how before He began His mission, Jesus Christ went out 

into the dessert to do battle with Satan. Jesus was 

prepared for this battle when He received the anointing 

of the Holy Spirit at His baptism. We too are anointed by 

the Spirit as we are baptized and the Spirit’s anointing 

empowers us to do battle with Satan also. It is important 

to remember this when we are being tempted and to call 

upon the Spirit to strengthen us for the fight. 

   It is also good to know how the devil operates when he 

is tempting us. The article below is an excerpt from the 

book The Purpose Driven Life by Rick Warren (2002). 

Pastor Warren is not a Catholic and he doesn't really 

understand the importance of the sacraments. But he has 

written an excellent book about living the Christian life. 

I recommend it highly. It is actually divided into 40 

short chapters. The idea is to read one a day. It would be 

very good reading for Lent. 

 

With my prayers, 

Father Conley 

  

Growing through Temptation 

from the book The Purpose Driven Life by Rick Warren.  

     On the path to spiritual maturity, even temptation 

becomes a stepping-stone rather than a stumbling block 

when you realize that it is just as much an occasion to do 

the right thing as it is to do the wrong thing.  Temptation 

simply provides the choice.  While temptation is Satan’s 

primary weapon to destroy you, God wants to use it to 

develop you.  Every time you choose to do good instead 

of sin, you are growing in the character of Christ. 

     To understand this, you must first identify the 

character qualities of Jesus.  One of the most concise 

descriptions of his character is the fruit of the Spirit: 

“When the Holy Spirit controls our lives, he will 

produce this kind of fruit in us: love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 

and self-control.”… 

      How, then, does the Holy Spirit produce these nine 

fruits in your life?  God develops the fruit of the Spirit in 

your life by allowing you to experience circumstances in 

which you’re tempted to express the exact opposite 

quality!  Character development always involves a 

choice, and temptation provides that opportunity. 

     For instance, God teaches us love by putting some 

unlovely people around us.  It takes no character to love 

people who are lovely and loving to you.  God teaches 

us real joy in the midst of sorrow, when we turn to him.  

Happiness depends on external circumstances, but joy is 

based on your relationship to God. 

     God develops real peace within us, not by making 

things go the way we planned, but by allowing times of 

chaos and confusion.  Anyone can be peaceful watching 

a beautiful sunset or relaxing on vacation.  We learn real 

peace by choosing to trust God in circumstances in 

which we are tempted to worry or be afraid.  Likewise, 

patience is developed in circumstances in which we’re 

forced to wait and are tempted to be angry or have a 

short fuse. 

     God uses the opposite situation of each fruit to allow 

us a choice.  Integrity is built by defeating the temptation 

to be dishonest; humility grows when we refuse to be 

prideful; and endurance develops every time you reject 

the temptation to give up.  Every time you defeat a 

temptation, you become more like Jesus! 

    How Temptation Works 
It helps to know that Satan is entirely predictable.  He 

has used the same strategy and old tricks since Creation.  

All temptations follow the same pattern.  That’s why 

Paul said, “We are very familiar with his evil schemes.”  

From the Bible we learn that temptation follows a four-

step process, which Satan used both on Adam and Eve 

and on Jesus. 

     In step one, Satan identifies a desire inside of you.  It 

may be a sinful desire, like the desire to get revenge or to 

control others, or it may be a legitimate, normal desire, 

like the desire to be loved and valued or to feel pleasure.  

Temptation starts when Satan suggests (with a thought) 

that you give in to an evil desire, or that you fulfill a 

legitimate desire in a wrong way or at the wrong time.  

Always beware of shortcuts.  They are often 

temptations!  Satan whispers, “You deserve it!  You 

should have it now!  It will be exciting...comforting...or 

make you feel better.” 

     We think temptation lies around us, but God says it 

begins within us.  If you didn’t have the internal desire, 

the temptation could not attract you.  Temptation always 

starts in your mind, not in circumstances.  Jesus said, 

“For from within, out of a person’s heart, come evil 

thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 

greed, wickedness, deceit, eagerness for lustful pleasure, 

envy, slander, pride, and foolishness.  All these vile 

things come from within.” 

     Step two is doubt. Satan tries to get you to doubt 

what God has said about the sin: Is it really wrong?  Did 

God really say not to do it?  Didn’t God mean this 

prohibition for someone else or some other time?  

Doesn’t God want me to be happy?  The Bible warns, 

“Watch out!  Don’t let evil thoughts or doubts make any 

of you turn from the living God.” 

     Step three is deception.  Satan is called “the Father of 

lies.”  Anything he tells you will be untrue or just half-

true.  Satan offers his lie to replace what God has already 

said in his Word.  Satan says, “You will not die.  You’ll 

be wiser like God.  You can get away with it.  No one 

will ever know.  It will solve your problem.   Besides, 

everyone else is doing it.  It is only a little sin.”  But a 

little sin is like being a little pregnant: It will eventually 

show itself. 
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     Step four is disobedience.  You finally act on the 

thought you have been toying with in your mind.  What 

began as an idea gets birthed into behavior.  You give in 

to whatever got your attention.  You believe Satan’s lies 

and fall into the trap that St. James in his letter warns 

about: “We are tempted when we are drawn away and 

trapped by our own evil desires.  Then our evil desires 

conceive and give birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-

grown, gives birth to death.  Do not be deceived my dear 

friends!” (Continued next week) 

     
Receive the GIFT this Lent! Beginning this week! 

The GIFT: A Life in the Spirit Course. Deepen Your 

experience of the love of Jesus Christ by encountering 

the Holy Spirit in a powerful way. The Six Sessions will 

meet on Thursdays from 6:30 to 8:30 PM beginning 

March 14 and will include dinner.  There will also be  

Sunday morning sessions which meet from 11:15-1pm 

beginning March 10, and it will include lunch. The cost 

of each series is just $10.  You can sign up in the 

foyer or by contacting Fr. Conley at 301-870-2220 ext 

13 or frconley@comcast.net.   

 

Beginning this week! THE MASS- PRESENTED BY 

BISHOP BARRON This six-session video course will 

be offered every other Thursday night from 6:30 to 

8:30 PM beginning on March 14. The cost of the series 

is $10 and also includes dinner. You can sign up in the 

foyer or by contacting Fr. Conley at 301-870-2220 ext. 

13 or  frconley@comcast.net 

 

FRIDAY LENT SCHEDULE: 

Morning – 9:00 AM Confessions, 9:30 AM Mass 

& Stations of the Cross 

Evening – 6:30 Confessions, 7:00 PM Mass & 

Stations.  We are to abstain from meat on all 

Fridays in Lent. 

 

JOB OPENING - St. Mary’s Bryantown School has a 

job opening for a maintenance person. The job hours are 

10 a.m. – 6:30 p.m. Duties include general cleaning and 

vacuuming, trash collection, main hall set up, as well as 

seasonal work such as summer building maintenance, 

grounds maintenance. Capable of lifting 50 lbs. Ability 

to pass Federal/State fingerprinting and background 

checks, ADW background check, and attend the ADW 

Protecting God’s children class. Please submit your 

application and resume with a letter of interest to Sharon 

Caniglia, Principal at St. Mary’s School. Please call 301 

932 6883 for more information.  

 

SOCIAL CONCERNS COMMITTEE – The Social 

Concerns Committee collects food 52 weeks per year.  

Please help address the needs of our community with 

food donations.  Bins are located in the back of the 

church.  We are grateful for your continuing support. 

SUPPORT OUR “VOCATIONS TREE” 

What’s a “Vocations Tree”? There is a “tree” near 

the cry room covered with cards that each feature a 

seminarian of the Archdiocese of Washington. We 

invite you to choose a card (or more than one!) and 

commit to praying a short prayer for that 

seminarian each day during Lent as part of your 

Lenten activities.  

 

Saturday, March 23, 2019, for the 2nd in their 

women's series,  Encounter Grace:  Reclaim at 

Saint John Vianney Catholic Church and Family 

Life Center, 105 Vianney Way, Prince Frederick 

MD.   The day begins with the option to attend 

Mass at 8 am.  Breakfast and check-in begin at 8:30 

am. Tickets are on sale now at 

www.encountergrace.co   

This event is appropriate for women ages 16+. 

Contact the Encounter Grace team at 

encountergraceco@gmail.com or 301.848.2980 for 

more information.  
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SUN: 8am Stephanie Williams, 10am Donald 

Goldsmith, 12N: Parishioners, MON: 8am Irma 

Tayman, TUES: 8am Rosa Maria Rosa,  

WED: 8am Patricia Jean Padgett, THURS: 8am 

Shameka Gross, FRI: 9:30am Pat Krebs, 7pm 

James S. Neal, SAT: 9am Gregorio Colon, 4pm 

Allison Clements. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY 

PRAYERS: Stephen Balenger, Mary Bowes, 

Deacon Gene Burroughs,  Quint Burroughs, Brenda 

Callahan, Joe Cross, Agnes Curtis, Chuck Davis,  

Kendall Farrell, George Fassel,  Arlene Gandolfi, 

Kevin Gardiner, Martha Gehring, James Gibson, 

Zynae Green, Irma Johnson, Angie Kalnasy, 

Regina Kijesky, Lillian Komar, Susie Logan, Mary 

Emma Middelton, Larry Miller, Joseph Mona, 

Wayne Mullings, Mary Reeves, Sylvene Savoy, 

William Leon Savoy, Edna Sweeney, Jean Turner, 

Eva Washington, Beth Weise, Pat Werner, Brice 

Zimmer. 

 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION LAST 

WEEKEND: $10,822.75.  The unidentified 

donations totaled $638.75.  We received $618.00 

for our school support.     
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