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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
Dear Parishioners,  

   In our Gospel reading today Jesus presents us with the 

best loved of all His parables, the story of the Prodigal 

Son. The reason why this parable is so popular is 

because Jesus presents to us a wonderful description of 

what God the Father is like. Our Heavenly Father, like 

the father in the parable, never stops loving us and is 

always willing to let us begin again. 

   During the season of Lent we focus on the fact that 

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, came into this world, died 

on the cross and rose again to free us from slavery to sin 

and death. He wants us to enjoy the spiritual freedom He 

has won for us. We do this by holding fast to our identity 

as God’s children, by not giving in to fear & temptation 

and by remembering that our purpose in life is to love 

and serve the Lord. We also need to be willing to repent 

of the things we’ve done wrong. 

   When the prodigal son demands his inheritance and 

leaves home, he is essentially telling his father: "I want 

to be free of you. I don’t want you to be a father to me 

anymore." When we choose to enter into serious sin we 

are doing the same thing. We are rejecting our identity as 

God’s children. Any father who received such treatment 

from his son or daughter would naturally be hurt and 

perhaps angry. Some might even respond in kind by 

disowning the son and telling him not to come back. But 

the father in the parable, who is God our Father, does not 

react this way. God does not write us off. The door is 

always left open for His children to return and say "I’m 

sorry." Even when we have sinned seriously, He 

welcomes us home. In fact, as soon as we start for home 

He will come to embrace us with open arms. 

   All we need to do is to accept the Lord’s call to repent 

and begin again anew. This is what Jesus means when 

He calls us to repentance. He invites us to trust in the 

Father’s mercy and begin again with a clean slate, a pure 

heart free from the slavery of our past sins. When it 

comes to our sins the Lord wants us to get right with 

Him, get free, and get back to where we are supposed to 

be on our life’s journey. By not controlling his desires 

the young man lost everything, even his dignity. 

However, he still retained the humility and the courage 

to acknowledge his sin. Because he was willing to do 

this he was able to begin again. The same possibility 

exists for each of us. The Lord’s mercies are new every 

morning and each day we can begin again. This is why 

in our parish we have daily opportunities to go to 

Confession.   

   The parable of the prodigal son comes true for us every 

time we give up our sins and turn back to Him. How 

happy we are to discover that, just as Jesus says, our  

Heavenly Father is there with open arms. Lent is a good  

 

time for each of us to begin again by receiving the 

Lord’s mercy and forgiveness through the Sacrament of 

Penance and Reconciliation.  

 

With my prayers, 

Fr. Conley 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR OUR PARISH 

MISSION WHICH WILL BE HELD THIS 

MONDAY THROUGH WEDNESDAY.  The evening 

sessions will be from 7 to 8:30 PM. Sessions will also be 

held in the morning from 11 until 12 noon.  Our mission 

preacher will be Dr. Mark Nimo.  Mark Kwaku Nimo 

comes from Ghana in West Africa.  

 

INDIVIDUAL UNBOUND MINISTRY PRAYER  
Do you long for freedom but feel unable to receive it?  

Do past sins, hurts, or memories weigh you down?  On 

Saturday April 6
th

, 2019 there will be trained teams 

available to provide individual prayer using the 

Unbound Model of prayer at The Church of the 

Resurrection’s School in Ellicott City, MD.  If you 

would like to schedule an appointment or want more 

information, please contact Dan or Peggy Gahagan by 

April 2
nd

, 2019  at 

unboundministrymaryland@gmail.com (available at 

www.Amazon.com OR www.heartofthefather.com).  

 

2019 ANNUAL JUBILARIAN MASS 

The annual Jubilarian Mass honoring couples married 

25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50, and 51 + years will be held  on  

Sunday, June 16, 2019 at 2:00 PM at the Basilica of the 

National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception.  Please 

use the sign-up form in the back of church to register, 

and return the form at the rectory office to Mary, no later 

than Monday, April 22, 2019. 

 

HELP OUR MARRIAGE - Do you feel alone? Are 

you frustrated or angry with each other? Do you 

argue, or have you just stopped talking to each other? 

Does talking about it only make it worse? Retrouvaille 

(pronounced retro-vi with a long i) helps couples 

through difficult times in their marriages. This program 

has helped 10’s of 1,000’s of couples experiencing 

difficulties in their marriage. For confidential 

information or to register for the upcoming program 

beginning with a weekend on August 30th - September 

1st, 2019, please visit: www.HelpOurMarriage.com, call 

(443) 400-7017, or email: 3015@retrouvaille.org  

 

THE RELIGIOUS BOOK STORE now has First 

Communion and Confirmation items now for sale.  

Some are at discount prices. 
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT                                                                                                                                    MARCH 31, 2019  

IGNITE YOUTH GROUP  

Discussion:  Opioids Awareness - OPEN TO ALL  
Date: Friday, April 5th  

Time: 6:30 with presentation to begin at 7:00PM  

Location: St Mary's School Hall  

We will have two officers from the St Mary’s County 

Sheriff’s office, to speak on the very real dangers of 

common street drugs in our communities.  Another focus 

is how we should respond and care for each other in the 

event of possibly coming in contact with these 

substances.  Please pass this information on to anyone 

that could benefit from this informative presentation, as 

it is truly important and educational to gain a solid 

understanding of this epidemic. Also, we hope to have a 

High School Athletic Coach to address the effects on 

students in the classroom and in physical activities.  

Contact Karen Krechman for additional details 

karen.krechman@gmail.com 

 

SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL LEARNING 

WORKSHOP 

Come hear about how we are using Social & Emotional 

Learning in school and learn practical strategies to help 

you develop these in your home.  Social awareness, 

relationship skills, responsible decision-making, and 

self- awareness, presented by Jennifer Tennyson of 

Personalized Therapy, is being offered on Tuesday, 

April 16, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. in the school/parish hall. Our 

teachers attended her presentation recently and found it 

very informative and beneficial.  Hope to see you there! 

 

CAMP ST. CHARLES – BOYS & GIRLS 

CATHOLIC OVERNIGHT SUMMER CAMP- 

Attend our Open House on April 14, from 11 AM to 3 

PM to learn more about Camp St. Charles.  Join us for 

lunch, a tour, a ride on the giant swing and an 

opportunity to meet the staff of Camp St. Charles.  For 

over 60 years, thousands of children have been making 

friends, learning to work together and developing an 

appreciation for Creation while camping out, riding 

horses, working their way through a challenge course, 

trying archery, paddling on the river, making art 

projects, and doing lots of other activities in beautiful 

Southern Maryland.  Fully accredited with the American 

Camp Association and certified by the State of 

Maryland’s  Camp St. Charles has been run by the 

Salvatorian Fathers and Brothers and Lay Salvatorians 

for over 6 years.  New families may save on tuition by 

registering at our Open House.  For more information, 

call us at 301-934-8799. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH COUNCIL ELECTION MAY 6 -  We will 

have an election for new members of our parish Council 

on the weekend of May 5/6
th
. If you would like to serve 

on the parish council, please contact the current Council 

chair, Rudy Carrico at r.c.law@comcast.net 

The qualifications for serving on the Council are as 

follows: you  are an adult  who is fully initiated in the 

Catholic Church, that is  Baptized,  Confirmed and have 

made your first Holy Communion; you practice your 

faith by coming to Mass each Sunday and confession on 

a regular basis; and, if you are married, your marriage 

must have taken place in the Catholic Church.  You  

must also be a registered parishioners of St. Mary’s.  

 

MARY’S HELPING HANDS will be selling their 

spring raffle tickets after all the Masses next weekend.  

The winner will receive a bushel of #1 male crabs from 

Thompsons Seafood Market and a $50 gift card from 

McKays.  Tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5.00.  We thank 

you for your support!! 

 

SOCIAL CONCERNS COMMITTEE – 

The Social Concerns Committee collects food 52 weeks 

per year.  Please help address the needs of our 

community with food donations.  Bins are located in the 

back of the church.  We are grateful for your continuing 

support. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

SUN: 8am Kyle Capps, 10am John W. Langley, Jr.,  

12N Parishioners, MON: 8am Rudolph Toye,  

TUES: 8am Albert Geron, WED: 8am Patricia Jean 

Padgett, THURS: 8am Samuel L. Sherwell, Jr.,  

FRI: 9:30am Rev. Joseph Kleinstuber, 7pm Ernest J. 

Keller, Jr., SAT: 9am Samuel L. Sherwell, Jr., 4pm 

Edwin W. Bowling. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY 

PRAYERS: Stephen Balenger, Mary Bowes, Deacon 

Gene Burroughs,  Quint Burroughs, Brenda Callahan, 

Joe Cross, Agnes Curtis, Chuck Davis,  Kendall Farrell, 

George Fassel,  John Fassel, Arlene Gandolfi, Kevin 

Gardiner, Martha Gehring, James Gibson, Zynae Green, 

Carol Johnson, Irma Johnson, Angie Kalnasy, Regina 

Kijesky, Lillian Komar, Susie Logan, Mary Emma 

Middleton,   Mary Reeves, Sylvene Savoy, William 

Leon Savoy, Edna Sweeney, Jean Turner, Eva 

Washington, Beth Weise, Pat Werner,  Brice Zimmer.  

 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION LAST WEEKEND: 

$8,124.86.  The unidentified donations totaled $728.96.  

We received $5.00 for our School Support. 
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