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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
Dear Parishioners,  

      Happy Easter! Today we celebrate the most 

important of all Christian feasts, the Resurrection of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. In his homily below, Pope Francis 

reminds us the fact that Jesus is risen still remains a 

surprisingly wonderful announcement.  Before Jesus 

died for our sins and rose again no one could rise from 

the dead. Now everyone who believes in Jesus Christ 

can share His resurrection. We should live every day 

joyfully surprised at what the Lord has done and is doing 

for us!       

With my prayers, 

Father Conley 

 

Pope Francis: “…there are three things that I would like 

to say.”First: the announcement. There is an 

announcement: the Lord has risen; that announcement 

which traveled by word of mouth ever since the early 

days of Christianity: it was a greeting: The Lord has 

risen. And the women who went to anoint the Lord’s 

body were met by a surprise. The surprise.... God’s 

announcements always bring surprises because our God 

is the God of surprises. It has been like this from the 

beginning of salvation history; ever since our father 

Abraham. God surprises you: “Just go, go, leave your 

land and go”. And one surprise always follows another. 

God is not able to make an announcement without 

surprising us. And the surprise is what moves your heart, 

what touches you in the very place you do not expect. To 

use the language of young people: the surprise is a low 

blow; you do not expect it. And he goes and moves you. 

First: the surprising announcement.  

Second: haste. The women run, they hasten to say: “But 

we have found this!”. God’s surprises place us on a 

journey, immediately, without delay. And so they run to 

see. Peter and John run. The shepherds on that Christmas 

night run: “Let us go to Bethlehem to see what the 

angels have told us”. And the Samaritan woman runs to 

tell her people: “This is the news: I found a man who 

told me everything I have done”. And the people know 

the things that the woman has done. And those people 

run; they leave what they are doing, even the housewife 

leaves the potatoes in the pot — she will find them burnt 

[on her return] — but the important thing is to go, to run 

in order to see that surprise, that announcement. It still 

happens today. In our neighbourhoods, in the villages, 

when something extraordinary happens, people run to 

see; they go in haste. Andrew wasted no time and went 

in haste to tell Peter: “we have found the Messiah”. 

Surprises, good news are always announced in this 

manner: in haste. There is a person in the Gospel who  

 

 

 

takes his time. He does not want to take risks. But the 

Lord is good. He awaits him with love. It is Thomas. “I  

will believe when I see the wounds” he says. The Lord 

also has patience for those who are in no hurry. 

The surprising announcement, the hastened response, 

and the third thing I wish to mention to you today is a 

question: “What about me? Do I have a heart that is open 

to God’s surprises; am I capable of going in haste or do I 

persist with the refrain: “well, I’ll see tomorrow, 

tomorrow, tomorrow?”. What does the surprise tell me? 

John and Peter hastened to the sepulchre. The Gospel 

said that John “believed”. Peter also “believed”, but in 

his own way; with his faith somewhat clouded by regret 

for having denied the Lord. The surprising 

announcement, the running, the hastening and the 

question: And what do I do on this Easter Day?   

 

NEXT SUNDAY IS DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY  

Do you or someone you know need healing? Prayers 

for healing will be offered next weekend. 

As part of our new healing ministry, trained prayer 

teams will be available after each Mass to pray briefly 

and confidentially for you and your intentions. A 

number of people have experienced healings after being 

prayed for here. Perhaps it’s your turn? 

 

CATHOLIC QUOTES 

My Lord and my God! These words of St. Thomas 

expressed his wonder and admiration at seeing the 

goodness of our God and coming to him after his 

unbelief and boldness and requiring to see and touch 

Him. But we have much more reason to admire and 

wonder at the goodness of our Lord in  coming to us 

when He visits us in Communion. What, then, should 

be our deep humility before Him… St. Elizabeth Ann 

Seton 

 

THE MASS by Bishop Robert Barron 

Another  session in our series on the Mass by Bishop 

Barron will be held this Thursday from 6:30 to 8:30 PM 

in the hall. Dinner will be included. If would you like to 

join the many parishioners who are already participating, 

please contact Father Conley. 

 

THE  LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR will be 

visiting our parish next weekend to request our 

assistance with their mission and caring for the  elderly 

poor. 

The Sisters will be at the doors of the church after each 

Mass to accept gifts of support.  If you would like to 

donate by check, please make it out to The Little Sisters 

of the Poor.  Thank you for your kindness to them!  

 

 

 



EASTER SUNDAY                                                                                                                                                          APRIL 21, 2019  

Pope Benedict                     

A Love Stronger Than Death 

 

In his farewell discourse, Jesus announced his imminent 

death and resurrection to his disciples with these 

mysterious words:  “I go away, and I will come to you,” 

he said (John 14:28).  Dying is a “going away.”  Even if 

the body of the deceased remains behind, he himself has 

gone away into the unknown, and we cannot follow him 

(see 13:36).  Yet in Jesus’ case, there is something 

utterly new, which changes the world.  In the case of our 

own death, the “going away” is definitive; there is no 

return.  Jesus on the other hand, says of his death:  “I go 

away, and I will come to you.”  It is by going away that 

he comes.  His going ushers in a completely new and 

greater way of being present.  By dying he enters into 

the love of the Father.  His dying is an act of love.  Love, 

however, is immortal.  Therefore, his going away is 

transformed into a new coming, into a form of presence 

which reaches deeper and does not come to an end.  

During his earthy life, Jesus, like all of us, was tied to 

the external conditions of bodily existence: to a 

determined place and a determined time.  Bodiliness 

places limits on our existence.  We cannot be 

silmultaneously in two different places.  Our time is 

destined to come to an end.  And between the “I” and the 

“you,” there is a wall of otherness.  To be sure, through 

love we can somehow enter the other’s existence.  

Nevertheless, the insurmountable barrier of being 

different remains in place.  Yet Jesus, who is now totally 

transformed through the act of love, is free from such 

barriers and limits.  He is able not only to pass through 

closed doors in the outside world, as the gospels recount 

(see John 20:19).  He can pass through the interior door 

separating the “I” from the “you,” the closed door 

between yesterday and today, between the past and the 

future. 

This happened with Paul, who describes the process of 

his conversion and his baptism in these words:  ‘It is no 

longer I will live, but Christ who lives in me” (Galatians 

2:20).  Through the coming of the risen One, Paul 

obtained a new identity.  His closed “I” was opened.  

Now he lives in communion with Jesus Christ, in the 

great “I” of believers who have become-as he puts it- 

one in Christ” (3:28). 

So, dear friends, it is clear that, through baptism, the 

mysterious words spoken by Jesus at the Last Supper 

become present for you once more.  In baptism, the Lord 

enters your life through the door of your heart.  We no 

longer stand alongside or in opposition to one another.  

He passes through all these doors.  This is the reality of 

baptism:  he, the risen One, comes; he comes to you and 

joins his life with yours, drawing you into the open fire 

of his love.  You become one, one with him, and thus 

one among ourselves. 

 

At first this can sound rather abstract and unrealistic.  

But the more you live the life of the baptized, the more 

you can experience the truth of these words.  Believers- 

the baptized- are never truly cut off from one another.  

Continents, cultures, social structures, or even historical 

distances may separate us.  But when we meet, we know 

one another on the basis of the same Lord, the same 

faith, the same hope, the same love, which form us.  

Then we experience that the foundation of our lives is 

the same.  We experience that in our inmost depths we 

are anchored in the same identity, on the basis of which 

all our outward differences, however great they may be, 

become secondary.  Believers are never totally cut off 

from one another.  We are in communion because of our 

deepest identity:  Christ within us.  Thus, faith is a force 

for peace and reconciliation in the world; distances 

between people are overcome; in the Lord we have 

become close (see Ephesians 2:13).   

 

2019 ANNUAL JUBILARIAN MASS 

The annual Jubilarian Mass honoring couples married 

25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50, and 51 + years will be held  on  

Sunday, June 16, 2019 at 2:00 PM at the Basilica of the 

National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception.  Please 

use the sign-up form in the back of church to register, 

and return the form at the rectory office to Mary, no later 

than Monday, April 22, 2019. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

SUN: 8am Parishioners, 10am Maurice I. Long, Sr., 

12N Mary   Crawford, MON: 8am Mary Jane Hicks, 

TUES: 8am John W. Langley, Jr., WED: 8am Barbara 

Crumrine, THURS: 8am Mary Jane Hicks, FRI: 

9:30am Rev. Joseph Kleinstuber, SAT: 9am John A. 

Wade, 4pm Donna Tafaraglow. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY 

PRAYERS: Stephen Balenger, Mary Bowes, Deacon 

Gene Burroughs,  Quint Burroughs, Brenda Callahan, 

Joe Cross, Agnes Curtis, Chuck Davis,  Kendall Farrell, 

George Fassel,  John Fassel, Arlene Gandolfi, Kevin 

Gardiner, Lee Gardiner, James Gibson, Zynae Green, 

Carol Johnson, Irma Johnson, Angie Kalnasy, Regina 

Kijesky, Lillian Komar, Susie Logan, Mary Emma 

Middleton,  John Nichols, Mary Reeves, Sylvene Savoy, 

William Leon Savoy, Lillian Schmidt, Edna Sweeney, 

Jean Turner, Eva Washington, Beth Weise, Brice 

Zimmer.  

 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION LAST WEEKEND: 

$7,816.08. The unidentified donations totaled $882.08.  

We received $139.00 for our School Support. 


