
ST. MARY’S PARISH COMMUNITY                                                                                                                        BRYANTOWN 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
Dear Parishioners,  

   This Sunday is Divine Mercy Sunday. To celebrate 

the day, prayer teams will be available after each Mass 

this weekend to pray for you and your intentions.  

Below is an explanation of how the observance of this 

feast came about and how you can integrate the message 

of Divine Mercy into your daily life. 

 

With my prayers, 

Father Conley 

 

The celebration of Divine Mercy Sunday began in the 

twentieth century. In February 1931, a young Polish nun, 

Sr. Faustina Kowalska, was granted a vision of Jesus 

Christ with rays streaming from His heart. Our Lord told 

her that the rays represented His mercy for all people 

and told her to have an image painted to represent this 

vision with the inscription “Jesus, I trust in You!”  

During subsequent visions Jesus taught Sr. Faustina that 

His mercy is unlimited and available to all who ask for 

it. The devotion to the Divine Mercy is intended to assist 

people in seeking the Lord’s mercy. He also revealed 

special ways for people to respond to His mercy. By the 

time of Sr. Faustina’s death in 1938 devotion to the 

Divine Mercy had already spread throughout Eastern 

Europe. In April, 2000, Pope John Paul declared the 

canonization of Sr. Faustina as a saint and announced 

that the Sunday which follows Easter Sunday will now 

be celebrated as Divine Mercy Sunday.    

    The message of mercy can be called to mind by 

remembering A-B-C. Ask for the Lord’s mercy through 

prayer. Be merciful to others. Completely trust in Jesus 

for that is the only way we can receive all the graces the 

Lord wishes to give us. Our Lord told St. Faustina that 

the Sacraments of Penance and the Holy Eucharist are 

special fountains of mercy which should be received 

frequently. Our Lord also instructed St. Faustina to 

promote the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy 

because we must be willing to give to others the mercy 

we ask for from Him.  The image of Divine Mercy 

shows Jesus Christ our Merciful Savior. The red and 

white rays represent the love and mercy which flow from 

His Heart.  

     The Chaplet of Mercy is a special prayer that 

accompanies the devotion. Using the Rosary, it is said in 

the following manner. First one prays one Our Father, 

one Hail Mary and the Apostles Creed. Then, on the 

single bead before each decade one prays: “Eternal 

Father, I offer You the Body and Blood, Soul and 

Divinity of Your dearly beloved Son, Our Lord Jesus 

Christ, in atonement for our sins and those of the whole 

world.” On the ten beads of each decade one prays: “For 

the sake of His sorrowful passion, have mercy on us and 

on the whole world.” The chaplet concludes with the 

prayer: Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal 

One, have mercy on us and on the whole world.” 

    Our lives would be much more peace-filled if we 

commit ourselves to seeking and sharing the Lord’s 

mercy and repeat often throughout the day the simple 

prayer: 

“Jesus,  

I Trust in You!” 

*** 

PRAISE & WORSHIP GATHERING THIS 

THURSDAY  from 6:30 to 8:30 and dinner will be 

served. Everyone is invited to come and join us for 

Spirit-filled praise and worship of our Risen Lord!  

Please contact Fr. Conley to sign up 

frconley@comcast.net.  

 

THIS FRIDAY IS FIRST FRIDAY AND WE WILL 

HAVE EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED 

SACRAMENT. Adoration will begin following the 

9:30 Mass and continue until 6pm. Our school children 

will be coming to adoration by classes throughout the 

day. Volunteers are needed to sign up for adoration 

times from 10 to 11 and from 3 to 6. The sign-up sheet is 

in the foyer. Come and pray in the presence of the Lord 

in honor of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

 

MAY PROCESSION WILL BE NEXT SUNDAY, 

MAY 5, FOLLOWING THE 10AM MASS.  Please 

join our first Communion children and our newly 

Confirmed young people in honoring our Blessed 

Mother. 

 

CATHOLIC QUOTES 
 “Sometimes we think, consciously or 

subconsciously, that forgiving someone who 

has wronged us would mean pretending they 

had done nothing wrong—calling bad good, or 

condoning an act of injustice. But forgiving 

does not mean that. Truth mustn’t be mocked. 

Forgiving means saying: ‘This person has 

wronged me, but I don’t want to condemn 

him; I don’t want to identify him with his 

fault; I don’t want to take justice into my own 

hands. God is the only one who ‘searches 

mind and heart’ and ‘judges justly’...    

Ultimately, we can really forgive people only 

because Christ rose from the dead: his 

Resurrection is the guarantee that God can 

cure every wrong and every hurt.”  
   

From the book Interior Freedom  Fr. Jacques Philippe.   
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THANK YOU! 

To all who contributed to the Easter Collection. 

To date we have received      

$23,244.91.  Thank you!!! 
 

PARISH BREAKFAST – The breakfast will be next 

Sunday, May 5
th
 after the 8:00 and 10:00 am Masses.  

The Knights of Columbus Dr. Henry Griffin #2293 is 

sponsoring this event.  Donations are accepted. 

 

PARISH COUNCIL ELECTION IN MAY - We will 

have an election for new members of our parish Council 

on the weekend of May 18/19. If you would like to serve 

on the parish council, please contact the current Council 

chair, Rudy Carrico at r.c.law@comcast.net 

The qualifications for serving on the Council are as 

follows: you  are an adult  who is fully initiated in the 

Catholic Church, that is  Baptized,  Confirmed and have 

made your first Holy Communion; you practice your 

faith by coming to Mass each Sunday and confession on 

a regular basis; and, if you are married, your marriage 

must have taken place in the Catholic Church.  You  

must also be a registered parishioner of St. Mary’s.  

 

THANKS FOR CARING -The families and the Social 

Concerns Committee extend our heartfelt thanks and 

gratitude for the support, compassion and generosity 

shown during the Easter Adopt-A-Family Program.  

Thanks for adopting a family and caring enough to 

sharing your blessings with others.  A special “Thank 

You” to those who did not adopt a family but chose to 

make a donation to Social Concerns to ensure we 

accomplish our mission.  It is our prayer that God will 

continue to bless you and keep you in good health. 

 

WELL, WELL, WELL-Our seventy-year old well 

system has been replaced. It has been a much longer 

process than we thought but the new well system is now 

in operation. Thank you to everyone who contributed to 

the fund. Special thanks to parishioner Alan Spence who 

volunteered so much of his time and expertise to oversee 

this project. 

 

THE SCHOOL SISTERS OF NOTRE DAME invite 

you to join them for the Maryland Celebration on 

Tuesday, May 7, from 5:30 – 9:30 pm at the Columbus 

Gardens in Perry Hall, Md.  Cocktail reception the first 

hour, entertainment, and a silent auction.  $65 per person  

to purchase tickets visit: 

https://atlanticmidwest.org/MDcelebration 

 

PLEASE RETURN YOUR RICE BOWLS FOR 

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES Your spare change 

can change someone’s world.  

 

 

PARISH IMMIGRATION INFORMATION 

FORUM: WHAT’S GOING ON? HOW CAN WE 

HELP? Next Saturday, May 4
th
,  9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

St. John Vianney, 105 Vianney Lane, in Prince 

Frederick, MD. Catholic Charities will present an 

overview of the difficult immigration issues facing 

immigrants and what steps parishes can take to be 

supportive.  Please RSVP to  ParishEvents@CC-

DC.org  
 

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT       

Camp Maria’s hiring currently certified lifeguards for 

the 2019 swim season. Memorial Day weekend – September  

9, 2019, Competitive salary. Contact Theresa at 

admin@campmaria.org or 301-475-8330 for a job 

application form. 

 

SOCIAL CONCERNS COMMITTEE – 

The Social Concerns Committee collects food 52 weeks 

per year.  Please help address the needs of our 

community with food donations.  Bins are located in the 

back of the church.  We are grateful for your continuing 

support. 
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SUN: 8am June Farrell, 10am Parishioners, 12N Nancy 

Lippert, MON: 8am Glendon Heiston, TUES: 8am Rev. 

Jerome Robinson, WED: 8am Cheryl Coppage, 

THURS: 8am Maurice I. Long, Sr., FRI: 9:30am 

William Alphonsus Young, SAT: 9am Jeannette Young 

Jones, 4pm Janine Burch. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY 

PRAYERS: Stephen Balenger, Mary Bowes, Deacon 

Gene Burroughs,  Quint Burroughs, Brenda Callahan, 

Joe Cross, Agnes Curtis, Chuck Davis,  Kendall Farrell, 

George Fassel,  John Fassel, Arlene Gandolfi, Kevin 

Gardiner, Lee Gardiner, James Gibson, Zynae Green, 

Carol Johnson, Irma Johnson, Angie Kalnasy, Regina 

Kijesky, Lillian Komar, Susie Logan, Mary Emma 

Middleton,  John Nichols, Mary Reeves, Sylvene Savoy, 

William Leon Savoy, Lillian Schmidt, Edna Sweeney, 

Jean Turner, Eva Washington, Beth Weise, Brice 

Zimmer.  

 

THANK YOU TO BILL EDGERTON FOR 

PAVING THE LOWER PARKING LOT BY THE 

SCHOOL AND RE-LINING OUR PARKING 

SPACES. WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR YOUR 

GENEROSITY. 

 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION LAST WEEKEND: 

$7,547.00.  
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