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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
Dear Parishioners,  

On this feast of the Ascension of our Lord, we celebrate 

that Jesus Christ, Son of God, having completed his 

mission of redemption, return to the right hand of the 

Father. However, as Jesus told his Apostles, he has not 

abandoned us but remains present to us through the gift 

of the third person of the holy Trinity, the Holy Spirit. 

The article below spells out some of the powerful ways 

that the Spirit wants to move in our lives. 

 

With my prayers, 

Father Conley 

 

Filled to Overflowing from Word Among Us Magazine 

   When the Spirit fills us, we are satisfied.  There is 

much that the Spirit can do in us.  So let’s take a look at 

the Scriptures to get a sense of all that he has in store for 

us. 

   Love, Joy, Peace.  We know how happy we feel when 

we receive an unexpected gift from a loved one.  When 

you see your closest friends exchange marriage vows, 

you can’t help but clap for joy.  Or think of the peaceful, 

comforting feeling that comes over you when two of 

your children, who have been fighting for years, finally 

reconcile and embrace.  In each of these situations, our 

emotions are stirred; the feeling of love warms our 

hearts. 

   It’s no different when the Holy Spirit fills us.  We feel 

a love inside of us that we know isn’t coming from us.  

We feel a warmth in our hearts that tells us we are in 

God’s hands and that he will never let us go.  We feel a 

newfound joy that lifts us up and banishes fear, anxiety, 

sadness, and anger. 

   These descriptions can sound awfully sentimental and 

emotional, can’t they?  In a sense they are, but being 

filled with the Holy Spirit is more than an emotional shot 

in the arm.  Something much deeper is happening, and 

St. Paul captures it well.  Writing to the Christians in 

Ephesus, he cautioned, “Do not get drunk on wine,” he 

says, “but be filled with the Spirit…giving thanks 

always and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ” (Ephesians 5:18, 20).    

   For Paul, there was a distinct difference between the 

emotional extremes of being drunk and the experience of 

being filled with the Holy Spirit.  When you are drunk, 

you can often feel overly happy or relaxd or even giddy. 

You might also end up acting rowdy and disruptive and 

violent. That’s because you have less control over your 

feelings, your words, and your actions. But for Paul, the 

Holy Spirit produced a different set of reactions: love 

and joy, yes, but also peace and patience and gentleness 

and even self-control.  He called this joyful but calm 

disposition the “fruit of the Spirit” (Galatians 5:22).  He 

felt that the contrast between those drunk on wine and 

those filled with the Spirit-filled believers as they were 

repulsed by everyday drunkards. 

   Sober Intoxication” This is what it feels like when the 

Holy Spirit fills us.  This is the kind of fruit we can 

experience when the Spirit whispers in our hearts the 

truth that we belong to Christ.  Taking Paul’s words to 

heart, the Fathers of the Church have described it as a 

kind of “sober intoxication.” 

   “Sober intoxication” is the feeling that comes when the 

Spirit convinces us that nothing can separate us from the 

love of God (Romans 8:39).  What’s more, they were 

convinced that this kind of love and joy, this 

intoxication, wasn’t reserved just for the great saints.  In 

fact, many of them expected everyday believers to 

experience a powerful filling by the Spirit-just as St. 

Paul did. 

   If Paul were here today, he would not hesitate to tell us 

that we all have the potential to be filled with the Holy 

Spirit.  He would not hesitate to tell us both to avoid 

getting drunk with wine and to seek the Spirit’s filling-

and on a regular basis.  He knew that the Spirit wants to 

fill us with grace and love over and over again so that we 

never forget how much God loves us.  He would also 

urge us to sing songs and give thanks to God, even when 

we don’t feel particularly joyful.  That’s because he 

knew that the more we lift our hearts and our voices in 

praise, the more we open ourselves to the Spirit’s power 

to fill us. 

   Open Our Eyes, Lord.  The Spirit does more than lift 

up our hearts, as wonderful as that is.  He also opens our 

eyes.  Have you ever had a flash of insight into a 

problem or challenge facing you?  Maybe you have 

spent hours trying to figure it out, but then all of a 

sudden, the answer appears out of nowhere.  You have  

an “aha” moment when you see or understand something 

in a whole new way, and that new understanding excites 

you.  On an everyday level, these aha moments have 

helped you solve a problem at work or come to a deeper 

understanding of what is inside of your teenager’s mind 

or finally gain control over your finances.     

   But Scripture tells us that the Spirit takes us even 

further.   At the Last Supper, Jesus told his disciples, 

“When he comes, the Spirit of truth, he will guide you...  

…He will…declare to you the things that are 

coming…He will take from what is mine and declare it 

to you” (John 16:13-14).  Guidance and insights like 

these come as we gradually mature in our faith, but they 

can also come in new and dramatic ways, just as they did 

for the people we mentioned above.    

   What about Us?  The Holy Spirit wants to guide us 

and keep opening our eyes to the kingdom of God.  He 

wants to help us come to see Jesus in new and exciting 

ways as we continue to grow in our faith.  All day long 

he is sending messages to us, offering us this grace.  

When you receive a sense that you should be more kind 

to someone or let go of a deep hurt, guess who is behind 
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it?  The Holy Spirit.  When you have driven past a poor 

neighborhood every day for five years, but then one day, 

you feel a powerful sense of sadness for the people 

trapped in poverty there, that’s the Spirit at work in you.  

When you begin to feel the desire to start going to daily 

Mass, you can be sure that the Spirit is behind the 

message.     

   Of course, these messages from the Spirit aren’t 

always going to be the most dramatic words we have 

ever heard.  There may be times when he changes the 

course of our lives by opening up a whole new calling 

for us, but for the most part, his aim is to open our eyes 

and show us how deeply Jesus loves us.  For the most 

part, he will encourage us to be more like Jesus to our 

families.  For the most part, he will ask us to care for the 

people in our parishes and neighborhoods.      

   There is so much the Spirit wants to do in us! 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEWLY 

CONFIRMED YOUNG PEOPLE: 

Colton Allen Attick, James Andrew Aviles, Nicole 

Renee Banks, Peyton Rylie Barnett, Alexandra Nicole 

Cheesebrew, Madison Paige Crozier, Anthony Cole 

Edwards, Ashlynn Grace Hancock, Alexandra Lena 

Harrer, Richard Thomas Hoffman, Madison Nicole 

Koontz, Edward Kutrzyba IV, Emily Margaret LaBille, 

Samantha Renee Mammano, Dymond Aframa Ocran, 

Eunice Oluwakemi Onakoya, Anna Masin O’Neill, 

Nathan August Raley, Michael Anthony Swann, Kaitlyn 

Marie Truss, Alexander Joseph Vigneault, Samantha 

Marie Vigneault, Sydney Ann Williams, Vincent Allen 

Wort. 

 

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING WORTH WHILE 

TO WATCH? Check out FORMED. We are happy to 

offer you a great new free resource for entertainment and 

faith formation. Through the generosity of a donor, 

every parishioner can now enjoy movies and spiritual 

resources on your own computer. For free access to 

FORMED  just type in our custom URL 

stmarysbryantown.formed.org  into the search box on 

 your web browser.  Then click on the register tab and 

begin to enjoy FORMED while growing in your 

understanding of our faith.  

 

THIS FRIDAY
 
is FIRST FRIDAY and we will have 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

following the morning Mass and closing with 

Benediction at 8pm. We need volunteers from 10 to 11 

and 3 to 7. Come and pray in the presence of the Lord in 

honor of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. The sign up is in the 

foyer.  

 

 

 

 

HEALING PRAYER SERVICE NEXT SUNDAY 

Pentecost Sunday, June 9, at 6:30 PM at St. Aloysius 

Church in Leonardtown Prayer will be offered for all 

who are in need of physical, emotional, or spiritual 

healing. The evening will include Praise & Worship, 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, a reflection by Fr. 

Rory Conley, the sacrament of Reconciliation, and an 

opportunity to pray with a healing prayer team. 

 

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT 

Early Childhood/Preschool Teacher:  Duties include 

lesson planning and implementing for an engaging 

instructional environment, working with an instructional 

assistant, and being an active member of the Early 

Childhood Team.  Preferred- at least 3 years teaching 

experience and degree in Early Childhood Education.  

Salary determined based on experience.  If interested, 

please submit a resume, Archdiocese of Washington 

application for employment (can be found on 

Schoolspring.com), and three references.  
 

CEMETERY REGULATIONS   
Fresh cut flowers are welcome all year.  Artificial 

flowers are allowed only from November 15 until March 

15.  Decorations such as glass containers, candles, lights, 

metal staff, etc. are prohibited and subject to immediate 

removal.  Please remove from the graves by June 17
th
. 
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SUN: 8am Kyle Capps, 10am William Alphonsus Young, 

12N Parishioners, MON: 8am Eugene Mudd, TUES: 

8am Jason Anthony Hoover, WED: 8am Paul Istvan, 

THURS: 8am Willis Fleming, FRI: 9:30am Elise 

Schultz Dent, SAT: 9am Joy Brilllantes, 4pm The 

Chamandy Family. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY 

PRAYERS: Stephen Balenger, Mary Bowes, Deacon 

Gene Burroughs,  Quint Burroughs, Brenda Callahan, 

Joe Cross, Agnes Curtis, Chuck Davis, Kendall Farrell, 

George Fassel, John Fassel, Arlene Gandolfi, Kevin 

Gardiner, Lee Gardiner, James Gibson, Zynae Green, 

Carol Johnson, Irma Johnson, Angie Kalnasy, Regina 

Kijesky, Lillian Komar, Rev. James Lockman, Susie 

Logan, Florence Middleton, Mary Emma Middleton,  

John Nichols, Johnny Norman, Mary Reeves, Sylvene 

Savoy, William Leon Savoy, Edna Sweeney, Beth 

Weise, Brice Zimmer.  

 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION LAST WEEKEND:  
$7507.57.  $1,090.00 of that was received from people 

who contribute through online banking.  The   

unidentified donations totaled $669.01.  

http://stmarysbryantown.formed.org/

