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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
Dear Parishioners, 

Last Sunday, on the Feast of Corpus Christi we gave 

special thanks for the gift of the Holy Eucharist. But we 

can never thank Jesus Christ enough for what He has 

done and continues to do for us. The author of the essay 

below urges us to reflect more deeply on the amazing 

gift of receiving our Lord in Holy Communion. 

 

With my prayers, 

Fr. Conley 

 

BROKEN FOR YOU  by Reshma Thomas 

- in Shalom Tidings Magazine  -June 2019 

      

     During Holy Communion a few years back I 

happened to be at the end of the line.  Before my turn to 

receive, the priest hesitated for a while (owing to the 

lesser number of hosts in his chalice).  A few people 

were behind me.  The priest took the host and broke it 

inside the chalice.  Without even thinking I cringed at 

the sound of the breaking host.  My heart was pounding 

heavily as I prepared to receive.  Raising a quarter of the 

host, the priest chanted those familiar words, “The Body 

and Blood of Christ.”  As I walked back to the pew I 

could not hold back my tears: Jesus was torn into pieces 

for me. 

     Indeed, Jesus is broken every day for us during the 

Holy Mass-but why?  We often resort to praying for our 

daily needs: a better job, to find the one and get married, 

a better apartment or home, for children and their good 

upbringing, paying the bills, healing from various 

diseases and so on. 

     Is this the reason why Jesus died on the cross?  All 

these blessings were abundantly poured out even before 

Jesus’ time.  In the Old Testament we see God’s blessing 

of good health, children, family, wealth and prosperity 

on His chosen people.  To give us these gifts God did 

not have to undergo any pain; He gave joyfully to those 

who loved Him. 

     There is one gift-the most precious of all His gifts-

God really desires to give us.  For giving us this gift, 

Jesus had to go through sufferings in His lifetime. 

     Jesus himself gave the answer for all His sufferings, 

from conception to the top of the cross.   

On the night, before He was given up to death Jesus  

washed the feet of His disciples.  During the Last  

Supper, “He took bread, and when He had given  

Thanks, He broke it and gave it to them, saying.  “This is 

my body which is given up for you.  Do this in 

remembrance of Me.”  Then He took the Cup saying, 

“This Cup which is poured out for you is the new 

covenant in my blood.” (Luke 22:19-20). 

     Today, He offers you His most precious gift-His body 

and blood in the form of the Blessed Sacrament.  Every 

celebration of the Holy Mass is a call to receive this 

precious gift that God our Father gives us-His dear 

beloved Son.  Like the mother pelican bird in the face of 

starvation, who wounds herself by striking her breast to 

feed the young with her blood, so does Jesus feed us 

with His body and blood in the Blessed Sacrament.  

Jesus suffered greatly.  He was broken to heal our 

broken-ness and to give us new life. 

     Today Jesus waits for you.  Like a divine prisoner, 

He longs to be received into your heart.  “O taste and 

see, for Jesus is sweeter than honey in the comb.”  Will 

you not receive this precious gift from God with all your 

heart? 

     We come to your sacred table to nourish ourselves, 

not with bread, but with yourself, true Bread of eternal 

life.  Help us daily to make a good and perfect meal of 

this divine food.  Let us be continually refreshed by the 

perfume of Your kindness and goodness.  May the Holy 

Spirit fill us with His Love.  Meanwhile, let us prepare a 

place for this holy food by emptying our hearts.  Amen.  

    

PRAISE & WORSHIP GATHERING this 

WEDNESDAY July 3, at 6:30,   and dinner will be 

served.  Everyone is invited to come and join us for 

Spirit-filled praise of our Lord. For more information 

contact Fr. Conley.                

 

MASS ON THE FOURTH OF JULY WILL BE AT 

9:30AM.  Come and pray for our nation. 

 

MASS ON FRIDAY, JULY 5
TH

 WILL BE AT 8AM, 
with Confessions at 7:30am. We don’t have Exposition 

of the Blessed Sacrament on the first Fridays of July & 

August. 

 

NEW HVAC FUND DRIVE HAS GREAT START 

We need to replace the heating & air conditioning 

system in the hall. The cost will be approximately 

$100,000. We are having a special collection this 

summer to raise these funds. A donor has pledged to 

match our donations up to $50,000. The deadline for 

receiving these matching donations is August 15. So, far 

we have received $15,290 in additional donations and 

pledges. Please make your donation or pledge as soon as 

possible. We appreciate your generous support. 

 

SOUND MINDS/ GOOD MENTAL HEALTH 

Good mental health is an important factor in having a 

happy life.  This 4 session series will give insight into 

what mental wellness is and how to maintain it. Included 

in this, we will discuss helpful strategies for facing and 

helping our loved ones to face depression, anxiety, 

addiction, and grief. The presentations will be given by 

Caitlin Langreich. Caitlin has a M.A. clinical mental 

health counseling and is certified clinical trauma 

professional. You don’t have to come to each 

presentation to benefit from this series and there will be 
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time for Q&A. If you, or someone you know, is 

interested in learning more about how to achieve and 

maintain mental wellness, please join us! 

Tuesdays 7-8:30pm July 9 & 23; August 6 & 20. For 

more information about this series, contact Fr. Conley 
frcconley@comcast.net 

 

NEWS FROM OUR IGNITE YOUTH GROUP 

   Hello to All, What an amazing weekend in 

Steubenville, Ohio -- we really do all "BELONG" 1 

John 3:1 - See what the Father has bestowed on us, that 

we may be called the children of God!!   

 A deep hearted thank you for all your prayers!   

 We experienced so much in such a short amount 

of time.  Please remember, we are all sisters and 

brothers in Christ.  We should always try to 

express, love, kindness, joy and compassion 

towards everyone - and yes, even those who upset 

us and let us down.  It's our spiritual journey and 

why He calls us to forgive... not 7 times, but 70 

times 7 (Mathew 18:22).   

Let's continue to pray for each other and especially 

for those who attended the conference - that 

they did not leave what they learned and 

experienced in Steubenville.  May they now 

continue to have courage, to step out of their 

comfort zone, and be able to be open and share 

their relationship with Christ with all those around 

them. Our highlights were Adoration, 

Reconciliation, making friends, and meeting 

Father Mike Schmitz! 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (FREE) 

“Let the children come to me.”  Matthew 19:14 

Where:  St. Michael’s Baden on July 15-19, 2019  

Time:    9AM – 12PM for ages 4 – 14   

Please call 240-681-3551 to sign up or go to  

StMichaelsBaden.weconnect.com 

 

ENCOUNTER GRACE, a Catholic women's ministry 

serving the Southern Maryland area, will host a Meet 

The Author event on July 14, 2019,  

at 1:15 pm at St. Mary's Bryantown Church and School.  

Our featured speaker will be Catholic author and 

speaker, Mary E. Lenaburg and she will share her new 

book, Be Brave in the Scared:  How I Learned to Trust 

God During the Most Difficult Days of My Life (Ave 

Maria Press).  Poignant and moving, Mary is a 

storyteller like none other.  After her talk, Mary will do a 

book signing.  Books will be available for purchase at 

the event or you can bring your pre-purchased book for 

her to sign.  Tickets are on sale at 

www.encountergrace.co   It will surely be an afternoon 

to remember!  

 

 

CELEBRATE THE FEAST OF ST. IGNATIUS OF 

LOYOLA at Loyola on the Potomac and St. Ignatius, 

Chapel Point on July 28, 2019: 
12:00 noon Tour of St. Ignatius, Chapel Point led by Father 

Tom Clifford, S.J. 

1:00 pm Mass at St. Ignatius, Chapel Point 

2:30 pm (following Mass) Picnic at Loyola on the 

Potomac.  Reservations required for picnic. 

Contact: Alice Case (301) 392-0819 

alice.case@loyolaretreat.org 

www.loyolaonthepotomac.com  

 

Help Our Marriage - Do you feel alone? Are you 

frustrated or angry with each other? Do you argue, or 

have you just stopped talking to each other? Does 

talking about it only make it worse? Retrouvaille 

(pronounced retro-vi with a long i) helps couples 

through difficult times in their marriages. This program 

has helped 10’s of 1,000’s of couples experiencing 

difficulties in their marriage. For confidential 

information or to register for the upcoming program 

beginning with a weekend on August 30th - September 

1st, 2019, please visit: www.HelpOurMarriage.com, call 

(443) 400-7017, or email: 3015@retrouvaille.org  
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SUN: 8am Rev. Tom Gude, 10am Parishioners,  

12N Clarissa Williams, MON: 8am George F Neale, 

TUES: 8am  Lula E. Butler, WED: 8am  Barbara 

Crumrine, THURS: 9:30am  Joseph Zaradzki, FRI: 

8am Rev. Seamus Kuebler, SAT: 9am Lillian Schmidt,  

4pm Ann Datcher. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY 

PRAYERS: Stephen Balenger, Mary Bowes, Deacon 

Gene Burroughs,  Quint Burroughs, Brenda Callahan, 

Joe Cross, Agnes Curtis, Chuck Davis, Kendall Farrell, 

George Fassel, John Fassel, Arlene Gandolfi, Kevin 

Gardiner, Lee Gardiner, James Gibson, Zynae Green, 

Carol Johnson, Irma Johnson, Angie Kalnasy, Regina 

Kijesky, Lillian Komar, Susie Logan, Florence 

Middleton, Mary Emma Middleton, Eda Moon, John 

Nichols, Johnny Norman, Mary Reeves, Melissa Rollins, 

Sylvene Savoy, William Leon Savoy, Edna Sweeney, 

Beth Weise, Brice Zimmer.  

 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION LAST WEEKEND:  
$9353.01.   $3,133.50 of that was received from people 

who contribute through online banking. The unidentified 

donations totaled $659.51. We received  $10.00 for our 

School Support. 
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