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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
Dear Parishioners, 

The recent clergy scandals have prompted some to say 

that the Church should get rid of the requirement of 

celibacy for priests. I think the article below by Father 

Carter Griffin, rector of St. John Paul Seminary in 

Washington shows clearly why clerical celibacy is 

actually a great blessing for the Church. While being 

faithful to the vow of celibacy is a challenge, so is being 

faithful to the vows of marriage. In the same way, just 

because some spouses are unfaithful and even child 

abusers, it doesn’t make sense to eliminate marriage 

vows, which are also a blessing. What we all need to do 

is to help people by our words and example to see the 

beauty of both religious valves and marriage vows.  

With my prayers, 

Fr. Conley 

 

The Beauty of Priestly Celibacy 
by Father Carter Griffin in The National Catholic 

Register June 24, 2019 edited 

What is the beauty of celibacy? Its beauty is, first of all, 

found in Christ himself. While there are married priests 

in the Eastern Churches and even, by rare exception, in 

the Latin Rite, it should be stated clearly that the one 

Priest of the New Covenant, Jesus Christ, was himself 

celibate. That is to say, the priesthood itself is celibate. 

A celibate Catholic priest is, then, a clearer 

representation of the priesthood of Jesus Christ. This 

explains, in my experience, why so many of our faithful 

people are uneasy about proposals to diminish celibacy. 

     There is an indefinable distinction of a celibate priest 

of which the People of God are keenly aware, even if 

they are sometimes unable to put it into words. Such an 

observation may not have the pragmatic force of a quick 

fix for a priest shortage, but it should not be set lightly 

aside. 

More tangibly, perhaps, there is a beauty in the capacity 

of celibacy to open a man’s heart to pastoral charity. 

Jesus spoke of celibacy as a gift that is given “for the 

sake of the Kingdom of God.” Though it is sometimes 

defined negatively as “not getting married,” in fact, 

celibacy is a positive choice, a powerful way of loving 

with a singleness of purpose. It enables a priest to live 

his spiritual fatherhood with particular force and efficacy 

acceptance of fatherhood in Christ.” 

     Growing up Protestant, I knew many fine pastors. 

They were good and generous men. Looking back on it 

now, however, I realize that when I approached them for 

help, I could never be the primary focus of their love. 

Their wives and children deserved that place of priority, 

and rightly so. For the celibate priest, it is different — 

when lived well, our entire lives visibly belong to the 

people we serve. Those who come to us know that they, 

and they alone, come first. It is precisely the betrayal of  

this love, in fact, which makes the deviant behavior of 

abusive priests so repellant, even to non-Catholics. The 

powerful sense of outrage at the scandals, which I share, 

is actually a reflection of the intensity of love to which 

celibate priests are called. The spiritual fatherhood of 

priests, so richly enhanced by celibacy, is one of its most 

beautiful blessings. It is also, unfortunately, almost 

always omitted in these discussions.  

     A final underappreciated beauty of celibacy is its 

unique witness to a world that has suffered the ravages 

of the sexual revolution. Permissive divorce laws, the 

prevalence of contraception and extramarital sexual 

relations, the legalization of abortion and the epidemic of 

internet pornography have taken an enormous toll on our 

social fabric and damaged countless families and 

individual lives, especially the most vulnerable — the 

unborn, young children and adolescents. The aggressive 

ideology that underlies these cultural shifts claims that 

our sexual drive should be released from all religious 

and moral restraint. Celibacy, in contrast, exemplifies 

that restraint; it reveals that a human life can be lived 

with joy and integrity without sexual activity at all. 

     When Our Lord enjoined celibacy on some of his 

disciples, he was not making an impossible demand or 

one that would stunt emotional and psychological 

growth. The great majority of faithful celibate priests are 

happy, mature, balanced individuals with levels of 

personal happiness far above the norm. Celibacy is 

therefore an existential threat to the sexual ideology of 

our time. It is a reminder that true love is found not 

primarily in sexual activity but in the life of charity 

which unites us to God and to one another. Indeed, it is 

only in the context of charity that genuine sexual 

fulfillment can be found. 

     Celibacy shows men and women, regardless of their 

vocation, that the sexual drive can and must be directed 

to true human flourishing. To those who are unmarried, 

celibacy shows that a single life can nevertheless be 

meaningful and joyful since their capacity to love is 

undiminished. To those who are married, celibacy is a 

reminder that their beautiful vocation remains ordered to 

a still higher love in God himself. 

There is, without question, a need for more and better 

priests. There always has been. Nevertheless, 

relinquishing celibacy would come at a great cost. I 

believe the answer will be found not in retreat from 

celibacy but in its reform. The Church is being called to 

a greater trust in God, better formation for the celibate 

priesthood, and a deeper commitment to building a truly 

Catholic culture. 

 

ENCOUNTER GRACE, a Catholic women's ministry 

serving the Southern Maryland area, will host a Meet 

The Author Next Sunday, July 14, at 1:15 pm in our 

hall at St. Mary's Bryantown.   
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VISITING MISSIONARY NEXT WEEKEND 

As part of our commitment as Catholics to support the 

missionary work of the Church, our parish will have a 

collection for the Diocese of Marthandum, in  South 

India the weekend of July 13/14.  Fr. Pathrose Panuvel, a 

missionary, will tell us about the experiences of the 

important mission work. You may make your checks out 

to St. Mary's church and we will see that your donations 

go to the missions. Thank you.  

 

SOUND MINDS/ GOOD MENTAL HEALTH 

Starts this Tuesday! Good mental health is an important 

factor in having a happy life.  This 4 session series will 

give insight into what mental wellness is and how to 

maintain it. Included in this, we will discuss helpful 

strategies for facing and helping our loved ones to face 

depression, anxiety, addiction, and grief. The 

presentations will be given by Caitlin Langreich. Caitlin 

has a M.A. clinical mental health counseling and is 

certified clinical trauma professional. You don’t have to 

come to each presentation to benefit from this series and 

there will be time for Q&A. If you, or someone you 

know, is interested in learning more about how to 

achieve and maintain mental wellness, please join us! 

Tuesdays 7-8:30pm July 9 & 23; August 6 & 20. For 

more information about this series, contact Fr. Conley 

frcconley@comcast.net 

ADULT VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

This Thursday, July 11, 6:30-830 pm in the hall, dinner 

is included. Come and hear an inspiring talk on what the 

Bible has to say about who you are and the purpose of 

your life. Bring your Bible! The cost for dinner is $2. 

For more information or to register contact father Conley 

at frconley@comcast.net or 301-870-2220-ext 13 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (FREE) 

“Let the children come to me.”  Matthew 19:14 

Where:  St. Michael’s Baden on July 15-19, 2019  

Time:    9AM – 12PM for ages 4 – 14   

Please call 240-681-3551 to sign up or go to  

StMichaelsBaden.weconnect.com 

 

ST. MICHAEL & ST. DOMINIC PARISH DINNER! 
Come join us in Brandywine for our parish dinner, July 

13th from 12 - 4p.m. This year, with an enhanced menu, 

one can Dine In or Carry Out at $23 for an advance sale 

ticket ($25 at the door). Children (ages 7-12) are $10.00; 

(ages 6 and under are FREE).  We will have a $1000 

cash raffle drawing ($500 second prize) and this year we 

have a special quilt - handmade for this occasion - to be 

raffled off!  Pre-order tickets at:  

stmichaelsbaden.weconnect.com  

 

 

 

 

NEW HVAC FUND DRIVE IS GOING WELL     

We need to replace the heating & air conditioning 

system in the hall. The cost will be approximately 

$100,000. We are having a special collection this 

summer to raise these funds. A donor has pledged to 

match our donations up to $50,000. The deadline for 

receiving these matching donations is August 15. So far, 

we have received $24,505.00 in additional donations and 

pledges. Please make your donation or pledge as soon as 

possible. We appreciate your generous support. 

 

SOCIAL CONCERNS COMMITTEE – 

The Social Concerns Committee collects food 52 weeks 

per year.  Please help address the needs of our 

community with food donations.  Bins are located in the 

back of the church.  We are grateful for your continuing 

support. 

 

Help Our Marriage - Do you feel alone? Are you 

frustrated or angry with each other? Do you argue, or 

have you just stopped talking to each other? Does 

talking about it only make it worse? Retrouvaille 

(pronounced retro-vi with a long i) helps couples 

through difficult times in their marriages. This program 

has helped 10’s of 1,000’s of couples experiencing 

difficulties in their marriage. For confidential 

information or to register for the upcoming program 

beginning with a weekend on August 30th - September 

1st, 2019, please visit: www.HelpOurMarriage.com, call 

(443) 400-7017, or email: 3015@retrouvaille.org  
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SUN: 8am Rev. Joseph Kleinstuber, 10am George 

Hammond & Evelyn Manning, 12N Parishioners,  

MON: 8am Eleanor Jenifer, TUES: 8am  Teresita 

Marrero, WED: 8am  Ramon Alfonso, THURS: 8am  

Charles & Clinton Brewer, FRI: 9:30m Prudencio Dela 

Cruz, SAT: 9am NO MASS,  4pm Paul Istvan. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY 

PRAYERS: Stephen Balenger, Mary Bowes, Deacon 

Gene Burroughs,  Quint Burroughs, Brenda Callahan, 

Joe Cross, Agnes Curtis, Chuck Davis, Kendall Farrell, 

George Fassel, John Fassel, Arlene Gandolfi, Kevin 

Gardiner, Lee Gardiner, James Gibson, Zynae Green, 

Carol Johnson, Irma Johnson, Angie Kalnasy, Regina 

Kijesky, Lillian Komar, Susie Logan, Florence 

Middleton, Eda Moon, John Nichols, Johnny Norman, 

Mary Reeves, Melissa Rollins, Sylvene Savoy, William 

Leon Savoy, Edna Sweeney, Beth Weise, Brice Zimmer.  

 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION LAST WEEKEND:  
$9,075.50.  $2,062.50 of that was received from people 

who contribute through online banking. The unidentified 

donations totaled $451.00. We received $310.00 for our 

School Support. 
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