
ST. MARY’S PARISH COMMUNITY                                                                                                                        BRYANTOWN 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
Dear Parishioners, 

   In today’s Gospel Jesus tells us that we must learn to humble 

ourselves and when we do God will lift us up. One area where 

we must learn to humble ourselves, as the book except below 

explains, is our expectation that God give us answers for 

everything. Sometimes this expectation itself is the cause of 

our trials.   

 

With my prayers, 

Father Conley 

 

From the book, ENDURING TRIALS  by Fr. Jacques 

Philippe, edited and adapted.   

  In difficult times we want all possible explanations for the 

trials we are experiencing.  But this search for explanations 

isn’t always as pure as it may seem.  Part of it is quite 

justifiable: seeking the truth, seeking solutions to problems, 

etc.  But mixed up with this one very often finds other motives 

that aren’t right.  Sometimes we seek answers out of simple 

curiosity; sometimes to find people we can blame, on whom 

we can unload our share of the responsibility.  Sometimes, too, 

we insist on having an answer in order to reassure ourselves or 

set our minds at rest.  Our security depends on having answers 

that our minds can handle, that our capacity for understanding 

situations can take in.  But this isn’t the real basis of our 

security: that basis is God.  Knowing and understanding 

everything can’t save us.  That’s a very common illusion, but 

it isn’t knowledge that saves: it is faith and trust. 

     It’s right and necessary to ask questions, but sometimes we 

should also ask ourselves what our questions really mean!  In 

this life it is sometimes absolutely necessary that we consent 

to go forward without understanding.  The purification and 

refining of our minds and our perception of reality depends on 

this.  There are times when we are called to believe, even if we 

don’t understand.  “Blessed are those who have not seen, and 

yet believe.” 

     Ultimately, the only real questions in our lives are those 

whose answer lead us to personal conversion, to progress in 

love.  You can see that very clearly today when the media 

flood us with information.  It sometimes seems as if the better-

informed people are, the less able they are to find answers to 

their real questions!  

     Let me offer some practical advice.  When preoccupied 

with a question to which you can’t find the answer, ask 

yourself: Do I absolutely need an answer to that question in 

order to know how I should live my life today?  You’ll realize 

that usually you don’t.  So you can set the question aside for 

the time being without any harm, and it will simplify your life.  

I’m firmly convinced that when we have a question to which 

we need to know the answer in order to do God’s will today, 

he always responds. 

     Sometimes we go over and over our questions.  We also 

may need to change our approach.  Instead of insisting on 

answers to all our questions, we resolve to accept the partial 

darkness and ask ourselves the real question.  We accept the 

situation as it is, without aiming to understand it entirely, and 

ask: What does God want of me here?  What is the right way 

to live through this?  Which part of the Gospel am I called by 

this situation to put into practice now?  What acts of faith and 

hope, what progress in love, am I being asked to make today?  

What good can be accomplished in this situation that depends 

on me?  Without fretting any more about what other people 

should do or should have done, we look to our own 

responsibilities: What good, depending on me, can I do today 

that nobody else can do? 

     All these are in fact the same question.  And it always has 

an answer.  Even in the worst situations, in face of the most 

traumatic injustices, we can discover a good to be 

accomplished, a step to be taken in our personal progress, and 

ultimately that’s what counts.  The light appears little by little, 

and a very important condition for that to happen is living in 

the present moment.  We shouldn’t demand a final answer for 

the long term, but accept that sometimes light is given to us 

“just for today”. This is the refrain of a beautiful poem by St. 

Therese called “My Song for Today” (on next page). If we 

demand long-term answer, we won’t always get them.  We 

have to consent to live from day to day, take one step at a 

time, without necessarily knowing what the next will be. 

     The results are very beneficial.  Meaning is restored to 

what we are living through.  Before, we felt everything was 

absurd and chaotic.  Now we are aware of a call we can 

respond to—we can act, make choices, move forward.  Things 

begin to make sense again.  Perhaps it’s only for now and not 

for the next fifty years, but that doesn’t matter.  Day by day, 

we understand which direction to go in, which call to answer.  

Our lives recover meaning and orientation, our peace of soul is 

restored, as well as a certain confidence in the future. 

 

A QUICK JOURNEY THROUGH THE BIBLE   

Monday, Sept. 9 from 7 to 8:30pm in the Notre Dame 

Center.  These six sessions, will greatly improve your 

understanding of the Bible. The cost for materials is $20. You 

can sign up in the foyer or by contacting Fr. Conley or Sue 

Wolfe.  

 

The ST. MARY'S MEN'S GROUP invites all men looking 

to grow in their faith to come to our meetings. The group is a 

safe place to discuss challenges in our daily lives as well as 

our faith life. Come and enjoy support and fellowship as we 

travel this road together. The group meets every other 

Saturday morning. For more information please contact Mitch 

Johnson at 301-653-6348 or mtjohnson1228@gmail.com .  

 

ST MARY’S CHOIRS ARE RECRUITING NEW 

MEMBERS!!!  If you enjoy church music and can carry a 

tune, our choirs would love you to join us!  We are first and 

foremost a prayer group who enjoys singing to the Lord! We 

practice Monday evenings at 6:30 PM for our Sunday noon 

Masses, and Wednesday at 7 PM for our Sunday 10:00 AM 

Masses. This year we are excited to host a choral Christmas 

Cantata and are inviting other Southern Maryland choirs to 

join us on Sunday, December 15 at 3 PM. Please consider 

joining us to keep our SMB choral music alive and well! For 

further information, please see or contact Kaye Oliver after the 

8 or 10 AM Sunday Mass, or email her at: 

Samuel_oliver@comcast.net. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please support our advertising 

sponsors.  This week we recognize 

Exit Landmark Realty 

mailto:mtjohnson1228@gmail.com
mailto:Samuel_oliver@comcast.net


TWENTY-SECOND-SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                                                                    SEPTEMBER 1, 2019  

My Song for Today 

St. Therese of Lisieux 

My life is but an instant, a passing hour. 

My life is but a day that escapes and flies away. 

O, my God! You know that to love you on earth 

I only have today! 

Oh, I love you, Jesus! My soul yearns for you. 

For just one day remain my sweet support. 

Come reign in my heart, give me your smile 

Just for today! 

Lord, what does it matter if the future is gloomy? 

To pray for tomorrow, oh no, I cannot! 

Keep my heart pure, cover me with your shadow 

Just for today. 

If I think about tomorrow, I fear my fickleness. 

I feel sadness and worry rising up in my heart. 

But I am willing, my God to accept trial and suffering 

Just for today. 

O Divine Pilot! Whose hand guides me, 

I’m soon to see you on the eternal shore. 

Guide me your love, keep me in your grace 

Just for today. 

Ah! Lord, let me hide in your Face. 

There I’ll no longer hear the world’s vain noise. 

Give me your love, keep me in your grace 

Just for today. 

Near your divine Heart, I forget all passing things. 

I no longer dread the fears of the night. 

Ah! Jesus, give me a place in your Heart 

Just for today. 

Living Bread, Bread of Heaven, divine Eucharist, 

O sacred Mystery! That Love has brought forth… 

Come live my heart, Jesus, my white Host, 

Just for today. 

Deign to unite me to you, Holy and sacred Vine, 

And my weak branch will give you its fruit, 

And I’ll be able to offer you a cluster of golden grapes 

Lord, from today on. 

I’ve just this fleeting day to form 

This cluster of love, whose seeds are souls. 

Ah! Give me, Jesus, the fire of an Apostle 

Just for today. 

O Immaculate Virgin! You are my Sweet Star 

Giving Jesus to me and uniting me to Him. 

O, Mother! Let me rest under your veil 

Just for today. 

My Holy Guardian Angel, cover me with your wing. 

With your fire light the road that I’m taking. 

Come direct my steps… help me, I call upon you 

Just for today. 

Lord, I want to see you without veils, without clouds, 

But still exiled, far from you, I languish. 

May your lovable face not be hidden from me 

Just for today. 

Soon I’ll fly away to speak your praises 

When the day without sunset will dawn on my soul. 

Then I’ll sing on the Angels lyre 

The Eternal today. 

 

 

 

 

BECOMING CATHOLIC OR “MORE CATHOLIC” If 

you or someone you know would like to receive the 

redeeming graces of Jesus Christ through baptism and 

becoming a member of the Catholic Church, classes will begin 

on Monday, September 9
th

. These classes for adults are for 

those who would like to enter the Catholic Church or 

Catholics who have not yet received the sacraments of 

Confirmation and Holy Eucharist. Please contact Father 

Conley or Sue Wolfe for more information. 

NEW FAITH FORMATION SERIES -  “FOLLOWING 

THE CALL OF CHRIST,” Presented by Bishop Barron, 

begins September 12.   This six part series  for adults will 

meet every other Thursday from 6:30 to 8:30 PM in the hall. 

The cost of the series is $10 and includes dinner. Each 

presentation stands alone so even if you’re unable to attend the 

complete series, you will benefit from each session. The cost 

per session is two dollars. Participating in the series is a good 

opportunity for fellowship with your fellow parishioners. You 

may sign up in the foyer or by contacting Father Conley at 

frconley@comcast.net 301-870-2220, extension 13.  

CRAB FEAST LOYOLA ON THE POTOMAC  

Sunday, September 8, 2019 from 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm  

ALL YOU CAN EAT CRABS, fried chicken, 

hamburgers, hotdogs, corn on the cob, coleslaw potato 

salad, watermelon, and our fabulous homemade Loyola 

cookies. Early Bird Adult tickets $50. ($65 after 9/1).  

Children 7-12 $35, 6 and under free. Contact: Alice Case 

(301) 392-0819 alice.case@loyolaretreat.org  

Register online at www.loyolaonthepotomac.com  

   
MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
SUN: 8am Mary Hintze, 10am Mary Merse, 12N Mary Emma 

Middleton, MON: 8am Joyce Edelen, TUES: 8am Charles & 

Clinton Brewer, WED: 8am  Mary Emma Middleton, 

THURS: 8am  Joseph Weingarden, FRI: 9:30am Gregory 

Pickeral, SAT: 9am John W. Langley, Jr.,  4pm Jeannette & 

Ivan Schadel. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS: 
Stephen Balenger, Mary Bowes, Deacon Gene Burroughs,  

Quint Burroughs, Brenda Callahan, Joe Cross, Agnes Curtis, 

Chuck Davis, Kendall Farrell, George Fassel, John Fassel, 

Arlene Gandolfi, Kevin Gardiner, Lee Gardiner, James 

Gibson, Wilson (Sonny) Goldsmith, Zynae Green, Carol 

Johnson, Irma Johnson, Angie Kalnasy, Regina Kijesky, 

Lillian Komar, Susie Logan, Florence Middleton, Eda Moon, 

John Nichols, Johnny Norman, Mary Reeves, Melissa Rollins, 

Sylvene Savoy, William Leon Savoy, Edna Sweeney, Beth 

Weise, Brice Zimmer.  

 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION LAST WEEKEND:  
$8,725.40. $1,857.50 of that was received from people who 

contribute through online banking. The unidentified donations 

totaled $637.00.  We received $60.00 for our School Support. 
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