
ST. MARY’S PARISH COMMUNITY                                                                                                                        BRYANTOWN 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
Dear Parishioners, 

    In our Gospel reading today Jesus tells three parables 

about the mercy of God. The best-known and best loved 

of all these parables is, of course, the parable of the 

Prodigal Son. The word prodigal means "wasteful." 

Some people have suggested that the parable should 

really be called the parable of the "prodigal Father" 

because the father in this story seems to waste his love 

and care upon his sons. Whatever we choose to call the 

parable, Jesus told this story, as well as the two shorter 

ones about the lost sheep and the lost coin, because he 

wants us to know about the infinite mercy of God our 

Father. 

The parable is quite familiar to all of us and so I would 

really like to focus on the passage toward the end where 

the Father says, joyfully: ‘Take the fattened calf and 

slaughter it. Then let us celebrate with a feast, because 

this son of mine was dead, and has come to life again; he 

was lost, and has been found.” 

  The younger son who had finally come to understand 

how greatly he had sinned against his Father, was 

confessing his guilt: “I no longer deserve to be called 

your son …” (v. 19).  But his Father interrupts him 

before he can go on. It is unbearable for the Father that 

his son would ever say or even think that his Father 

would no longer consider him his son. So He stops his 

son’s confession and quickly moves to restore to his son 

the signs of his dignity: the best robe, the ring and the 

shoes.  

   The Father that Jesus describes is not one who is angry 

and resentful. Our Heavenly Father whom Jesus is 

describing in the parable, doesn’t say: “How dare you 

come back here. I have disowned you.” No, the Father 

has been anxiously looking for his son’s return. Jesus 

tells us that “While he was still a long way off, his father 

caught sight of him, and was filled with compassion. He 

ran to his son, embraced him and kissed him.” 

 His son greatly disrespected Him and sinned in all sorts 

of ways.  But still the Father waited for his return. The 

son certainly knows he has sinned grievously and so he 

confesses: “I have sinned … treat me as one of your 

hired servants.” But the Father will always welcome him 

as His son, in spite of everything.  

  This teaching of Jesus is so important. He wants us to 

know the Father’s loving tenderness for each of us.  Our 

condition as the children of God is the choice of the 

Father’s heart. We don’t have to earn it and no one, not 

even the devil, can take away this dignity. Our Father’s 

love and mercy are generous and unconditional. Nothing 

that we could ever do will cause our heavenly Father to 

stop calling you or me “my beloved son” or “my beloved 

daughter.” 

   Through this parable Jesus encourages us to never 

despair for ourselves or over others who have wandered 

away from the Father’s house. In whatever situation of 

life, we must not forget that we will never cease to be 

children of God the Father who loves us, and who is 

looking for us to return home to Him.  Even when we 

put ourselves in the worst situations, God our Father 

wants to embrace us and restore to us our dignity as His 

children.  

   And so, if we should ever wonder if God has stopped 

loving us because of our sins, the answer is always “no.” 

And if we worry that our children and grandchildren, 

brothers and sisters, relatives and friends, have put 

themselves out of the Father’s reach, the answer again is 

“no.” The Father’s greatest joy is to have His children 

with Him.  

This is the message of mercy that we, the disciples of 

Jesus, have experienced and are called to proclaim to the 

world.   

With my prayers, 

Father Conley 

You can still join us for the following classes 

BECOMING CATHOLIC OR “MORE 

CATHOLIC” If you or someone you know would like 

to receive the redeeming graces of Jesus Christ through 

Baptism and becoming a member of the Catholic 

Church, classes are on Mondays from 7-8:30pm. These 

classes for adults are for those who would like to enter 

the Catholic Church, or Catholics who have not yet 

received the sacraments of Confirmation and Holy 

Eucharist. Please contact Father Conley or Sue Wolfe 

for more information. 

 

AND…..A QUICK JOURNEY THROUGH THE 

BIBLE  from 7 to 8:30pm in the Notre Dame Center.  
These six sessions, will greatly improve your 

understanding of the Bible. The cost for materials is $20. 

You can sign up in the foyer or by contacting Fr. Conley 

or Sue Wolfe.  

 

PRAISE & WORSHIP GATHERING this  

THURSDAY, September 19, at 6:30p.m, and dinner 

will be served.  Everyone is invited to come and join us 

for Spirit-filled praise of Our Lord. For more 

information contact Fr. Conley.            

 

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING WORTH WHILE 

TO WATCH? Check out FORMED. We are happy to 

offer you a great new free resource for entertainment and 

faith formation. Through the generosity of a donor, 

every parishioner can now enjoy movies and spiritual 

resources on your own computer. For free access to 

FORMED  just type in our custom URL 

stmarysbryantown.formed.org  into the search box on 

 your web browser.  Then click on the register tab and 

begin to enjoy FORMED while growing in your 

understanding of our faith.  

http://stmarysbryantown.formed.org/


TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                                                                  SEPTEMBER 15, 2019  

OUR CHOIRS ARE RECRUITING NEW 

MEMBERS!!! If you enjoy church music and can carry 

a tune, our choirs would love you to join us!  We are 

first and foremost a prayer group who enjoys singing to 

the Lord! We practice Monday evenings at 6:30 PM for 

our Sunday noon Masses, and Wednesday at 7 PM for 

our Sunday 10:00 AM Masses.   

This year we are excited to host a choral Christmas 

Cantata and are inviting other Southern Maryland choirs 

to join us on Sunday, December 15 at 3 PM. Please 

consider joining us to keep our SMB choral music alive 

and well! For further information, please see or contact 

Kaye Oliver after the 8 or 10 AM Sunday Mass, or email 

her at: Samuel_oliver@comcast.net. 

 

SUNDAY MORNING SESSIONS “FOLLOWING 

THE CALL OF CHRIST”  presented by Bishop 

Robert Barron -begins  next Sunday, September 22.   

This five-part series for adults will meet from 11:15-

12:45 on the following Sundays: Sept. 22, Oct. 13 & 27, 

Nov. 10 & 24 in the school. The cost of the series is $10, 

or $2 per session, and includes lunch. Each presentation 

stands alone so even if you’re unable to attend the 

complete series, you will benefit from each session.  

Participating in the series is a good opportunity for 

fellowship with your fellow parishioners. You may sign 

up in the foyer or by contacting Father Conley at 

frconley@comcast.net 301-870-2220, extension 13. 

 

The ST. MARY'S MEN'S GROUP invites all men 

looking to grow in their faith to come to our meetings. 

The group is a safe place to discuss challenges in our 

daily lives as well as our faith life. Come and enjoy 

support and fellowship as we travel this road together. 

The group meets every other Saturday morning. For 

more information please contact Mitch Johnson at 301-

653-6348 or mtjohnson1228@gmail.com .  

HAVING UNRESOLVED FEELINGS AFTER 

ABORTION?  Do you feel like God could never 

really forgive you and you surely cannot forgive 

yourself? A support group is forming on Sept. 17, 2019 

to help you overcome this pain, in your life.  Spend time 

with others who faced an unplanned pregnancy and 

found themselves having an abortion.  Project Rachel 

Ministry, sponsored by the Archdiocese of Washington, 

is hosting “An Experience of Hope,” a weekly support 

group for women who have feelings of shame, guilt, 

sadness and other difficult emotions, over their abortion 

experience. Location:  Washington, DC area; exact 

location is only disclosed to women who register.  For 

additional information, call or email Sr. Priscilla 301-

982-2008 ProjectRachel@adw.org  All contacts are 

confidential.  

 

 

 

 

INDIVIDUAL UNBOUND MINISTRY PRAYER 
Everyone is fighting invisible battles ~ negative 

thoughts, secret sins and unhealthy relationships, 

destructive habits, idols and false identities, resentments 

and bitter wounds that never seem to heal.  What if you 

could reach out and touch God’s love, and never be the 

same? Unbound Ministry releases the power of Jesus 

into wounded hearts.  On Saturday October 5
th

, 2019 

there will be trained teams available to provide 

individual prayer using the Unbound Model of prayer at 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help School in Ellicott City.  

Unbound Prayer is based on five scriptural keys that 

help you unlock those areas of your life where you want 

to receive greater freedom, healing & spiritual growth.  

If you would like to schedule an appointment or want 

more information, please contact Dan or Peggy Gahagan 

by Monday September 30
th

, 2019  at: 

unboundministrymaryland@gmail.com.  We ask that 

you read at least the first seven chapters of the book 

Unbound, by Neal Lozano prior to receiving prayer 

(available at www.Amazon.com OR 

www.heartofthefather.com). 

 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
SUN: 8am Donald Goldsmith, 10am Bruce & Dolores 

Boxwell, 12N Joseph Zaradzki, MON: 8am Betty Jean 

Buttice, TUES: 8am Lillian Schmidt, WED: 8am  NO 

MASS, THURS: 8am  Deceased members of St. 

Dominic’s Ladies Auxuliary, FRI: 9:30am NO MASS, 

 SAT: 9am Mary Emma Middleton, 4pm Michael & 

Jessie Chlysta. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY 

PRAYERS: Stephen Balenger, Mary Bowes, Deacon 

Gene Burroughs,  Quint Burroughs, Brenda Callahan, 

Joe Cross, Agnes Curtis, Chuck Davis, Kendall Farrell, 

George Fassel, John Fassel, Arlene Gandolfi, Kevin 

Gardiner, Lee Gardiner, James Gibson, Wilson (Sonny) 

Goldsmith, Zynae Green, Carol Johnson, Irma Johnson, 

Angie Kalnasy, Regina Kijesky, Lillian Komar, Susie 

Logan, Florence Middleton, Eda Moon, John Nichols, 

Johnny Norman, Mary Reeves, Melissa Rollins, Sylvene 

Savoy, William Leon Savoy, Edna Sweeney, Beth 

Weise, Brice Zimmer.  

 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION LAST WEEKEND:  
$9,901.96.   $1,444.25 of that was received from people                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

who contribute through online banking. The unidentified 

donations totaled $592.71.  We received $3,240.00 for 

our School Support. 

Please support our advertising 

 sponsors.  This week we recognize 

Rudolf A. Carrico, Jr.  

Attorney at Law 
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