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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

Dear Parishioners, 

   When you think about it, most of what you know, 

whether it is about religion or science or anything 

else, you know and believe because you trust in the 

people who have taught you. Our lives are not long 

enough and our experiences are too limited for us to 

demand proof of every fact presented to us before 

we believe they are true. For example, when I was 

in school the teachers taught me that the earth is 

round and everyone who I’ve heard speak on the 

matter has also said that the earth is round. I 

actually have no firsthand experience of this. But I 

trust these people know what they are talking about, 

that they have told me the truth, and therefore I 

believe them. 

   This principle of trusting in the testimony of our 

teachers is especially true as it applies to our faith 

lives and this is St. Paul’s point to Timothy. He says 

to Timothy, “Remain faithful to what you have 

learned and believed because you know from whom 

you learned it.” So, don’t be discouraged by the 

trials you are experiencing. Our Lord will take care 

of you, see you through the hard times, and provide 

for your needs. And you and our fellow Christians 

can count on this. Why? because you know the 

people who taught these things to you. You know 

that they believed these teachings and built their 

lives on them. You know that they are telling the 

truth and that you can trust in their testimony. In 

Timothy’s case, Paul is referring to himself as one 

who has taught Timothy these truths of the Gospel. 

As he read these words, Timothy knew that Paul, 

his teacher, was in prison and was going to give up 

his life for the sake of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

Earlier in his letter to Timothy, St. Paul mentions 

the critical role that Timothy’s mother Eunice and 

his grandmother, Lois. had played in teaching him 

the Christian faith. So I am sure that Paul was also 

thinking of these two women and how they had 

testified to Timothy about the truth of the Gospel by 

the way they lived their lives. 

   Now people who are skeptical about religion 

sometimes ridicule believers for trusting in the 

words of others. They will say it’s simplistic to 

believe in something simply because that is what we 

have been told. But, as I mentioned earlier, virtually 

all of what we know about life is the result of 

believing what someone has told us. And when it 

comes to our faith, we show no weakness when we  

 

believe what we have been told because the people 

who have told us these things have witnessed to 

their truth by staking their lives on them. Our 

parents, teachers and priests who have taught us the 

challenging truths of our Catholic faith   could have 

chosen the easier paths of a skeptical world. But 

having been taught the faith themselves, they knew 

that they had both the obligation and the privilege 

of teaching that same faith to us. And we believed 

them because we know that they love us. And when 

we are tested by trials and the temptation to 

discouragement, we can stand on our faith because 

of the faithfulness of those who taught it to us.  

Indeed, apart from the grace of God himself, 

nothing is more important in building our faith than 

the testimony of those who showed us the truth of 

the Gospel by trying to live it out in their own daily 

lies.    

   Another point to consider is that if so much of 

what shapes our view of the world is dependent on 

what other people have taught us, then who are we 

allowing to be our teachers now? Are the people we 

listen to now, and who shape our opinions, people 

who have faith in the Lord. Will they help us to 

remain faithful to Him?   

   Finally, if our faith is in many ways dependent on 

the lived example of those who taught it to us, then 

we need to remember that in turn, the faith of 

others, our children especially, depends on our 

faithful witness. When they are faced with the trials 

of life, we will want to be able to say to them as our 

teachers in the faith can say to us 

Remain faithful to what you have learned and 

believed because you know from whom you 

learned it. 

With my prayers, 

Fr. Conley 

Please welcome Father Richard Kunzman who 

will speak after all the Masses on behalf of Cross 

Catholic Outreach, which was founded to create a 

meaningful link between parishes in America and 

the priests and nuns working in the Church overseas 

in the Caribbean, Africa, Asia, Central and South 

America.  Please be generous in your response to 

Father’s appeal.  Brochures will be provided if you 

wish to support this worthy Catholic ministry. 

 

HEALING PRAYER TEAMS WILL BE 

AVAILABLE NEXT WEEKEND after each Mass 

to pray for you and your intentions.  
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COMBINED FEDERAL CAMPAIGN (CFC) 

St. Mary’s is once again participating in OPM’s 

Combined Federal Campaign this year.  We are 

thankful for the generous support of Federal 

employees who have chosen to donate to our church 

and school through this program.  Our school (CFC 

Code# 72921) is listed in the 2019 Charity List.  

Your support and the support of your family and 

friends is a wonderful gift to SMB. 

 

COME ENJOY AND SING CHRISTMAS 

MUSIC AT SMB!!! 

Sunday, December 15, at 3 PM our SMB music 

ministry will host a Christmas Cantata featuring 

our SMB music groups, musicians, and St Mary’s 

Newport choir. The program will end with a 

Christmas Carol sing-along and dessert in the 

church hall. Come enjoy the Christmas music of the 

season with your family and SAVE THE DATE!!! 

 

HOW DO PARISHIONERS REGISTER FOR A 

FORMED ACCOUNT?  

Go to: formed.org/signup.  Select the tab that says I 

am with a Parish or Organization. Select your 

parish  (Type in St. Mary and select the one with 

our address).  Register with your name and email 

address.  Check that email account for a link to 

begin using FORMED. 

 

ST. MARY’S ANNUAL $60,000 RAFFLE !  You  

may purchase a ticket on your own for $100 or 

consider purchasing a ticket with your friends, 

family or co-workers.  Split the ticket cost and the 

winnings.  There are 20 opportunities to win cash 

prizes adding up to $60,000.  Your ticket enters you 

in all 20 drawings.  Our first drawing for $1,000 

will be held on October 25
th

 at the school’s Annual 

Fall Festival.  The Grand Prize Drawing of $20,000 

will be held on March 6, 2020. 

 

NO MORNING MASS THIS WEDNESDAY & 

SATURDAY.  THURSDAY AM MASS IS AT 

7:30. 

 

RETIRED PRIESTS COLLECTION 

The second collection for November 2 and 3, 2019 

is for the Retired Priests of the Archdiocese of 

Washington.  Let’s join together to help to provide 

care and housing for our retired Priests so they can 

live in dignity. 

 

 

Ladies!  Join the ENCOUNTER GRACE TEAM 
this Saturday, October 26, 2019 as they host a full-

day women's conference on the campus of St. 

Mary's Ryken High School in Leonardtown 

Maryland.  The Begin Again Catholic Women's 

Conference is a day designed with YOU in mind.  

Featuring keynote speaker Laura K. Fanucci 

(author of Everyday Sacraments, To Bless our 

Calling) and musical guest Corrie Marie,  Tickets 

on sale at www.encountergrace.com. Early bird 

registration is highly encouraged as tickets are 

limited.  Contact Penny Bailey or Laura Roland at: 

encountergraceco@gmail.com with questions. 
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SUN: 8am Eddie Kenney, 10am Parishioners,  

12N Virginia Merz, MON: 8am Sonny Jameson, 

TUES: 8am  Lena Marston, WED: 8am  NO 

MASS, THURS: 7:30am  Ernest J. Keller, Jr., 

FRI: 9:30am Eddie Kenney, SAT: 9am NO MASS,  

4pm Lisa Ann O’Neill. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY 

PRAYERS: Stephen Balenger, Mary Bowes, Bill 

Branick, Anne Burroughs, Deacon Gene Burroughs,  

Quint Burroughs, Brenda Callahan, Dottie Chick, 

Joe Cross, Agnes Curtis, Chuck Davis, Kendall 

Farrell, George Fassel, John Fassel, Arlene 

Gandolfi, Kevin Gardiner, Lee Gardiner, James 

Gibson, Wilson (Sonny) Goldsmith, Zynae Green, 

Irma Johnson, Angie Kalnasy, Regina Kijesky, 

Marie Knobel, Lillian Komar, Susie Logan, 

Florence Middleton, Eda Moon, Terry Morris, John 

Nichols, Johnny Norman, Mary Reeves, Melissa 

Rollins, Sylvene Savoy, William Leon Savoy, Edna 

Sweeney, Beth Weise, Billie Whittington, Michael 

Whittington, Jr., Brice Zimmer.  

 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION LAST 

WEEKEND:  $9,188.76.  $1,841.00 of that was 

received from people who contribute through online 

banking. The unidentified donations totaled 

$684.76. We received  $53.00 for our School 

Support. 

Please support our advertising 

sponsors.  This week we recognize 

Garbelman Winslow, CPA 
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