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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
Dear Parishioners,  

The new movie about Mr. Rogers starring Tom Hanks is 

giving well-deserved attention to a television personality 

who was truly a good man. I have not seen the movie so 

I don't know how it handles Fred Rogers' Christian faith. 

However, I think it is fair to say that he was an excellent 

witness to the teachings of Jesus Christ. Below is a 

recent article about Rogers by someone who knew him. I 

found it very interesting I hope that you will too.   

 

With my prayers, 

Fr. Conley 

 

Mister Rogers wasn‘t just nice:  He also wanted to 

take down consumerism 

by D.L. Mayfield 

     We all know Fred Rogers was a saint.  He is 

solidified in our collective cultural imagination:  frozen 

in a cardigan and sneakers, his supernatural attunement 

to the emotional traumas of childhood, slow talking 

puppets and subjects both whimsical and deep.  We 

celebrate the Presbyterian minister for his kindness, 

when, during his time, he was known as a rather intense 

man with rigid standards and was a bit of a social 

oddball. 

     “Fred was very controversial for most of his career,” 

said Basil Cox, the executive producer of Roger’s 

nonprofit, according to the biography “The Good 

Neighbor” by Maxwell King. There were always a 

significant number of people who just didn’t believe 

him…thought it was an act.  For the general world, he 

was the host of a kiddie television show, and that was 

it.” 

     The American landscape is hungry for news of Saint 

Fred during these dark political days, sometimes at the 

expense of recognizing that he was a real and complex 

person.  He was the host of a kiddie television show, but 

his core ideology was anything but an act.  It was a well-

thought-out war against a culture that needed kids to feel 

inadequate to become good consumers. 

     King’s biography includes a story that epitomizes 

Roger’s inner motivation.  When his show became a 

modest success on PBS in the early 1970’s, Hallmark 

asked Rogers to collaborate in decorating its flagship 

store in midtown Manhattan for Christmastime. 

     Rogers and his friend and colleague Eliot Daley, 

traveled from Pittsburgh to New York to check out the 

scene. Other celebrities and influencers had created 

garishly festive and over-the-top displays, but Rogers 

went a different route. 

     He went back to his home in Pittsburgh and 

concocted a design plan.  His window display would be 

this:  a Norfolk Island pine tree, the height of a 3-or 4-

foot-tall child.  No ornaments or decorations, just a  

simple green tree, planted in a clear Lucite cube so that  

onlookers could see the roots of the tree.  And in front of 

it there was to be a plaque that simply said:  “I like you 

just the way you are.”   

     To Hallmark’s credit, it went with Fred’s plan.     

His friend Daly remembers going to New York City to 

see the simple yet powerful vision come to life – in the 

midst of all of the tinsel and lights, there was that little 

tree, all alone.   He said it was perfect, and that he has no 

idea if Rogers ever went to the city to see it on display. 

     Colleagues have sometimes said Rogers was a 

difficult person to work with, not because he had 

explosive outbursts or harassed co-workers, but because 

he was such a singular person:  driven, perfectionistic 

and decades ahead of everyone else in understanding the 

importance of developing social-emotional intelligence 

in children. 

     Here is another way of saying someone is a singular 

person:  Fred Rogers was a complete weirdo, unable to 

fit in, unable to assimilate and smooth his rough edges 

the way the majority of us can.  In the beginning, his 

friends and colleagues agree that he had more detractors 

than admirers. 

     I think about that little tree, and how differently the 

mind of a pastor and educator and psychologist (for 

Rogers was all three) works from those of marketers.  At 

first blush it seems beautiful because it is: centered on a 

child, a tree just their height, reinforcing the message 

Rogers most desperately wanted his young neighbors to 

hear.  Working to combat shame, isolation, trauma; 

working to help build resilience in the lives of kids he 

could never hope to reach one by one.  By creating a tree 

reminiscent of “A Charlie Brown Christmas,” he 

reminds us that what is small is good, recognizing that 

even little trees need good roots to grow tall and strong.  

     Ultimately Rogers was asked by a large company, 

one that sold greeting cards and wrapping paper and is 

now quite famous for prestige ornaments and schlocky 

holiday films, to decorate its store window.  And he 

chose a bare tree with not a whiff of decorations, not a 

single tie-in to his own show or any other toy or trinket 

aimed at children.  That tiny tree to me is a symbol of 

the disappointment Rogers felt as he watched as 

television programming became a part of the American 

experience in ways that fell short of his expectations.  

Until television became such a tool for selling, it was 

such a fabulous medium for education which is what he 

had always hoped it would be.  I believe he was angry at 

how most television programs and the companies that 

sponsored the shows treated children, how they 

dehumanized them, pandered to them and ultimately 

trained them to become consumers of products they did 

not need. 

     Rogers made the majority of people, at least early in 

his career on television, uncomfortable –partly because 

of how deeply ingrained these beliefs of his were.  I 
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think, if we were truly paying attention to his life and 

work, more of us would feel the same.  He is not a saint, 

and he was not a phony.  He refused to capitulate to the 

world around him. 

     The small bare tree in the Hallmark store window 

was a radical gesture designed to expose the hypocrisy 

of holidays intended to sell products while centering the 

emotional well-being of children who might catch a 

glimpse of his message.  It was a rejection of holiday 

consumerism.  It was a countercultural art project in a 

world of companies that exploited nostalgia for profit.  

And it is the refusal to accept a world that needed 

children to feel ashamed of themselves to buy more 

goods.  It was typical of Fred Rogers:  It was anger and 

love, all wrapped together, a Christmas gift I will never 

forget!  

 

OUR ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE will be this 

Tuesday, December 17, at 7 PM.  Come and receive the 

gift of the Lord’s forgiveness in preparation for 

Christmas. 

 

OUR NEXT ADULT FORMATION SERIES WILL 

BE RESTORED- STORIES OF DIVINE LOVE.  Our 

faith is strengthened and moved to action by the great 

“cloud of witnesses” around us. This new docu-series 

features contemporary people who have profoundly 

encountered Jesus Christ and are now living like Him—

people who make this world more closely resemble the 

next. Starts on Thursday, January 9, and continues on  

Jan 23, Feb 13, & 27, from 6:30-8:30PM.  Dinner 

included. Cost for series is $10.  Sign Up in Foyer    

HEALING PRAYER TEAMS WILL BE 

AVAILABLE NEXT WEEKEND,  December 21/22, 

after each Mass to pray for you and your intentions. 

SACRED HEART IS HIRING HIGH SCHOOL 

TEENS FOR THE 2020 SACRED HEART 

SUMMER CAMP!  All high schoolers who will be 16 

years old by summer 2020 are eligible to apply for a 

full-time staff position. An interview panel will meet 

with interested applicants over Christmas break: Dec 27, 

30, and 31. Contact Anna Albrittain at 

aalbrittain@sacredheartlaplata.org or 301-934-2261 ext. 

105 to ask for an interview! (If you will be out of town 

during the interview dates, please let us know and other 

arrangements can be made.) 

MARY’S HEALING HANDS would like to thank 

everyone for their support in purchasing tickets for the 

Christmas Money Tree raffle.  The $250.00 winner was 

Steve Law.   

 

 

GOLDEN ANGELS is having their Christmas 

Luncheon in the hall on Monday, December 30, from 

11:00 – 2:00 PM. If interested, call Loistine at (301-932-

4138 or Mary (301) 884-7337.    

 

CHARLES COUNTY LITERACY COUNCIL 

is sponsoring an Adult Spelling Bee on Saturday, 

January 11, 2020 from 6 – 10 PM here at St. Mary’s 

Bryantown.  $30 Admission.  Includes heavy hors 

d’oeuvres, complimentary beverages, entertainment & 

cheering!  For more information, call 301-934-6488 or 

email:  Charlescountyliteracy@comcast.net. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. MARY’S ANNUAL $60,000 RAFFLE !  You  

may purchase a ticket on your own for $100 or consider 

purchasing a ticket with your friends, family or co-

workers.  Congratulations to the raffle winners drawn 

at the Christmas Bazaar last Saturday, Dec.7: Greg & 

Liana Meinhardt (School Family) won $1000.00 and 

Johnny & Pat Norman (Parishioner) won $4500.00.   
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SUN: 8am Parishioners, 10am Carol Johnson,  

12N John Aud, MON: 8am Eddie Kenney,  

TUES: 8am Ed Tuttle, WED: 8am Jennifer Long, 

THURS: 8am Henry Jones, Jr., FRI: 9:30am Ed 

Padgett, SAT: 9am Barbara Kilson, 4pm Paul Istvan. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY 

PRAYERS: Michael, Stephen & Tony Balenger, Mary 

Bowes, Deacon Gene & Anne Burroughs,  Quint 

Burroughs, Brenda Callahan, Dottie Chick, Joe Cross, 

Agnes Curtis, Kendall Farrell, Arlene Gandolfi, Lee 

Gardiner, James Gibson, Wilson (Sonny) Goldsmith,  

Nick Hurysh, Sr., Regina Kijesky, Marie Knobel, Lillian 

Komar, A. Matthews, Eda Moon, Terry Morris, John 

Nichols, Johnny Norman, Mary Reeves, Melissa Rollins, 

Sylvene Savoy, William Leon Savoy, Edna Sweeney, 

Beth Weise, Billie Whittington, Michael Whittington, 

Jr., Brice Zimmer.  

 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION LAST WEEKEND:  
$10,466.24.  $1600.00 of that was received from people 

who contributed through online banking.  The 

unidentified donations totaled $733.24.  We received 

$177.00 for our school support. 

Please support our advertising 

sponsors.  This week we recognize 

Dixon’s Butcher Shop 
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