
ST. MARY’S PARISH COMMUNITY                                                                                                                        BRYANTOWN 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
Dear Parishioners,  

 I'm very happy to announce that we have chosen Mrs. 

Cathy Silverstone to be the next principal of our school. 

Cathy is the 2nd grade teacher here at St. Mary's and I 

have every confidence that she's going to be a great 

principal.  

Thank you for your prayers for this process. Please 

continue to pray for Cathy as she prepares to take over 

this new responsibility in July.  

    With my prayers, 

Fr. Conley 

*** 

The first reading at Mass on the first Sunday of Lent was 

taken from Genesis and tells the story of humanity’s fall 

from grace through the original sin of distrusting God 

and trusting Satan instead. After the fall, God promised 

that He would restore us to His grace and He fulfilled 

this promise by sending His only Son to be a Savior. 

Jesus Christ, who is both God and man, saves us by His 

perfect obedience to the Father even to the point of 

accepting a brutal death by crucifixion. Jesus has given 

us the gift of salvation but we must accept His gift by 

putting our faith in Him and, with the help of the Holy 

Spirit, walking in His ways. As the essay below 

explains, Lent is a time of assessing if we are being 

faithful to our restored relationship with the Lord which 

includes our relationships with others. 

 

Lent: A Season of Restoration 

by Debra Black edited and adapted 
from the website Catholic Spiritual Direction 

   Lent is a season of restoration. That may sound odd 

because we all know it is a time of atonement. But what 

is the goal of atonement? It is restoration of God’s love 

within us that has been blocked or kicked out by our 

errant ways. If we think of Lent in this way, it gives the 

fuller purpose to our practices of giving up what is bad 

or unnecessary and taking on new healthy ways of living 

and thinking. 

   What does God desire to restore? The memory of 

being His child, the meaning and purpose of being 

created in His image, and ultimately integrity. In our 

human condition, these are ‘lost’ as we move through 

life picking up wounds and inflicting the same upon 

others. Restoration of love within us, which is God 

Himself, must then involve restoration of love within our 

human relationships too. The Trinity exists in ongoing 

relations of each Person to the other. Created in that 

image, we must try to live out the same in our 

relationships with each other or true love cannot grow in 

us. From that perspective, a season of restoration is one 

of restoring relational well-being, for the only true 

measure of well-being is love and love is a relationship. 

    

There are many types of relationships with others. To 

understand relations, we must understand God’s intent 

for the Christian life. The entire purpose of the Christian 

life is to be brought into union with God. As all the 

scriptures attest, it is His intent for us to begin sharing in 

this Divine intimacy now, in this life. Developing our 

relationship with God isn’t intellectual. It happens by 

allowing Him into the secret and “scary parts” of our 

hearts. As those are restored to their original integrity, 

we soak in more grace from the Eucharist and 

Confession. Sanctification is healing. The evidence of it 

is to desire God’s will over our consolation. It manifests 

in our ability to love as Jesus did because we actually 

carry more of Him in us. Literally. His commandment to 

‘love others as I have loved you’ isn’t understandable in 

our broken human state. But when we experience Him in 

the soul, the Holy Spirit gifts us with understanding. 

Then we can begin to love others unconditionally. That 

is the order He prescribed: to first allow Him to love us, 

then for us to love others. 

   As Jesus and His love grow within us, the Holy Spirit 

in us touches those around us. Relational dynamics 

change. We keep this fire of love fueled by daily 

awareness of God’s presence. Not all the people we are 

in relationships with will be receptive to God’s love.                    

However, the goal must always be reconciliation 

because it is the higher good, that of God. As a person 

grows in relationship with God, they also grow in true 

discernment to follow His inspirations in these matters 

because their desire to love God and others is so 

pure. This desire is the hallmark of the discerning life. 

   We have 2000 years of saints to show us it is possible. 

God doesn’t give us saints only as examples of good 

deeds. He gives us saints as proof of divinization. 

(Divinization means becoming like God by allowing His 

presence to grow in us.) The saints are proof of God 

working in and through a broken human creature super- 

naturalizing their humanity. The outcomes, whether 

these be people performing stupendous miracles or 

living quietly unknown to the world, are proof of their 

sanctity because it is beyond human means. Because the 

lives of saints are evidence of God showing His presence 

through them into our world. This is why the examples 

the saints give us are timeless and always relevant to all 

people regardless of circumstances. In addition to being 

examples, they are alive in Heaven praying for us and 

have a role in the specific plan which God Himself put 

together for us each of personally. 

     Faith is to surrender to God and to allow Him to 

teach, to mold, to create in you. Only in that surrender is 

the soul capable of receiving the Gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

To lead the Christian life for which we were created, we 

must go to Him in prayer with our fears, bitterness, and 

misunderstandings. We cannot surrender unless we  
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surrender these to Him. It requires giving up the many  

self-protective habits we’ve created, and to do that these  

must be first identified. That is why prayer with God 

must have two features: brutal honesty, and patience to 

allow Him to work. 

   Lent is the season to restore our relationship with God 

so that we can restore our relationships with others. Our 

smallest effort benefits all of mankind throughout time. 

Consider the impact if each of us made the greatest 

effort possible to restore our relationships with God and 

others? 

 

HEALING PRAYER MINISTRY WILL BE 

AVAILABLE NEXT WEEKEND AFTER EACH 

MASS If you would like to receive prayer for healing 

for yourself or another, our prayer teams will be happy 

to pray with you right after Mass. 

 

PRAISE & WORSHIP GATHERING THIS 

THURSDAY March 19 AT 6:30  PM.  All are invited 

and dinner is included. 

 

ST MARY’S FINAL RAFFLE WINNERS 3/13/2020: 

$4,500 - Wendy Ferrante of Charlotte Hall, MD  

$4,500 - Janet Carpenter of Bryantown, MD  

$20,000 - Brenda Mattingly of Annapolis, MD  

 

EASTER-ADOPT –A- FAMILY PROGRAM- 

Remember those who are less fortunate than you.  St. 

Mary’s Easter “Adopt A Family Cross” which is 

sponsored by the Social Concerns Committee, is up and 

waiting for you  to come and adopt a needy family.  

Each small cross represents a needy family in our local 

area.  If you choose to adopt a family, KEEP the top part 

of the cross so you will know the family ID number and 

the number of family members.  Fill out, and tear off the 

bottom portion of the cross, and place it in the white 

basket for the Social Concerns Committee. Please 

purchase grocery shopping cards and/or non -perishable 

dinner food items and bring to the Parish Hall on Friday, 

April 3
rd

, between 6pm and 8pm; or Saturday, April 4
th
, 

between 8am and 10am.  

Also, available for you on the table with the Cross, is a 

Guideline/Instruction Sheet with detailed information 

regarding the Easter Adopt-A-Family Program-Please 

take one.  Your participation and cooperation is greatly 

appreciated!!!  

THE MEALS ON WHEELS PROGRAM is currently 

seeking volunteers for the Waldorf/St. Charles route who 

can donate 2 and ½ hours of their time, one day a month 

(no weekends). If you are interested in working with this 

special organization that helps those in need/home- 

bound, need/homebound, please contact Kathy Grimes at 

301-843-8295. 

INDIVIDUAL UNBOUND MINISTRY PRAYER 
Everyone is fighting invisible battles ~ negative 

thoughts, secret sins, unhealthy relationships, destructive 

habits, idols, false identities, resentments and bitter 

wounds that never seem to heal.  You can reach out and 

be touched by God’s merciful love! Unbound Ministry 

releases the power of Jesus into wounded hearts.  On 

Saturday April 4
th

, 2020 there will be trained teams 

available to provide individual prayer using the 

Unbound Model of prayer at The Church of the 

Resurrection’s School in Ellicott City.  Unbound Prayer 

is based on 5 scriptural keys that help you unlock those 

areas of your life where you want to receive greater 

freedom, healing & spiritual growth.  If you would like 

to schedule an appointment or want more information, 

please contact Dan or Peggy Gahagan by Tuesday, 

March 31
st
, 2020  at: 

unboundministrymaryland@gmail.com.  We ask that 

you read at least the first 7 chapters of the book 

Unbound, by Neal Lozano prior to scheduling an 

appointment to receive Unbound prayer (available at 

www.Amazon.com OR www.heartofthefather.com). 
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SUN: 8am Parishioners, 10am Maurice I. Long, Sr.,   

12N Edward Kutrzyba, II, MON: 8am Benjamin M. 

Edelen, TUES: 8am Shirley McDonough, WED: 8am 

Mary Louise McDonough,  THURS: 8am Sylvene 

Savoy, FRI: 9:30am Mary Emma Middleton, SAT: 9am 

Thomas Stewart, 4pm Maurice I. Long, Sr. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY 

PRAYERS: Eunice Amey, Michael, Stephen & Tony 

Balenger, Mary Bowes, Deacon Gene & Anne 

Burroughs,  Quint Burroughs, Brenda Callahan, Dottie 

Chick, Joe Cross,  Lisa Edelen,  Kendall Farrell, Arlene 

Gandolfi, Lee Gardiner, James Gibson, Wilson (Sonny) 

Goldsmith,  Charles Graham,  Regina Kijesky, Marie 

Knobel, Lillian Komar, Susie Logan, A. Matthews, Eda 

Moon, Terry Morris, John Nichols, Johnny Norman, 

John Reeves, Mary Reeves, Melissa Rollins, William 

Leon Savoy, Edna Sweeney, Beth Weise, Billie 

Whittington, Michael Whittington, Jr., Silas Williamson, 

Brice Zimmer.  

 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION LAST 

WEEKEND:  $10,393.00.  $2,445.00 of that was 

received from people who contributed through 

online banking.  The unidentified donations totaled 

$524.00.  We received $188.00 for our School 

Support. 
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