
ST. MARY’S PARISH COMMUNITY                                                                                                                        BRYANTOWN 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
Dear Parishioners,      

 What a severe Lent this has become. When it started, I 

thought the main, collective spiritual task of the parish 

would be the Life in the Spirit Seminars that we were 

presenting to 400 people in four other parishes. 

Unfortunately, after getting off to great starts but they all 

had to be shut down because of the health crisis. Instead, 

our spiritual task has become staying strong as a 

Catholic community even though we are unable to 

gather together for the celebration of Mass and reception 

of the Holy Eucharist. At this I do not know what we 

will be allowed to do for Holy Week & Easter. I will 

keep you posted. 

I know this is hard on all of you. I urge you to be faithful 

to your daily prayer lives and to read the Gospels each 

day so that you may be fed by the Word of God. There 

are also many good online spiritual resources including 

FORMED that can really help you and your families at 

this time.   

    Let us continue to pray for an end to the virus and all 

the suffering it is causing, spiritual, physical & financial. 

Please also pray that we will soon be able to gather 

together again to celebrate the Mass together and receive 

the Bread of Life. As we go through this strange Lenten 

fast the wisdom of the complete Serenity Prayer printed 

below can strengthen us.      

  With my prayers, 

Fr. Conley 

*** 

 

THECOMPLETE SERENITY PRAYER  

The first part of this prayer is known and loved by many. 

The complete prayer, which teaches us to look to Jesus 

Christ as our example and strength, is even more 

profound 

 

God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot 

change; courage to change the things I can; and 

wisdom to know the difference. Living one day at a 

time; enjoying one moment at a time; accepting 

hardships as the pathway to peace; taking, as He  did, 

this sinful world as it is, not as I would have it; trusting 

that He will make all things right if I surrender to His 

Will; that I may be reasonably happy in this life and 

supremely happy with Him forever in the next. Amen. 

 

The prayer was written by the  Protestant theologian 

Reinhold Niebuhr, who composed it in the 1940s. 

According to its website, Alcoholics Anonymous 

adopted the Serenity Prayer and began including it in 

AA materials in 1942. What is the secret behind the 

Serenity Prayer’s power? The language is humble, its 

lessons simple and its messages are both personal and 

universal. The prayer reveals five timeless truths that 

challenge us to re-imagine what serenity really is: 

1. Acceptance is not laziness. When we devote 

inordinate attention to the things we cannot change, we 

expend physical, emotional and mental energy that could 

be directed elsewhere. Accepting that there are some 

things we cannot change does not make us complacent. 

It is an act of faith, the choice to trust, as the prayer goes 

on to say, “that He will make all things right if I 

surrender to His Will.” We thus make the choice to let 

go and have faith in the outcome.  

2. We must have courage to change ourselves. One of 

life’s greatest challenges is imagining how our lives 

could be different than they are now. Often, our deeply-

ingrained habits are our own worst enemies, and simply 

identifying them is half the battle. Since habits gain 

power through repetition, it takes real focus and 

perspective to take a look at ourselves and our habits and 

ask, “Is this how I really want to live?” As the prayer 

states, this act of self-investigation is nothing less than 

an act of “courage.” If you want to put the world to 

rights, where is the most realistic place  to begin: with 

yourself or others? 

3. Hardship can be good for you. As the prayer states, 

we must accept “hardships as the pathway to peace.” 

Every person confronts obstacles in the course of his or 

her life. When we view these obstacles not just as 

frustrations or failures, but as opportunities for growth 

and learning, we can transcend our circumstances.  

4. Surrendering requires courage, too.  

The word “surrender” has mostly negative connotations; 

we associate it with resignation, failure and weakness. 

But the Serenity Prayer reframes the notion of surrender 

as an act of faith and trust. The wisdom of the prayer lies 

in exchanging a life of endless “what ifs” for a life of 

trust in powers beyond ourselves. 

5. Happiness is attainable — now and in the future. 

The prayer’s ending has something very profound to say 

about happiness: if we follow the prayer’s advice, we 

may be “reasonably happy in this life.” At a time when 

our culture measures happiness and success mostly in 

terms of money and power, that word “reasonably” 

stands out as an appealingly modest definition of a 

successful life. Rather than wondering why we aren’t 

happier, the prayer asks us to focus on the present, 

“Living one day at a time” and “enjoying one moment at 

a time.”  

 

TRY FORMED FOR ONLINE CATHOLIC 

RESOURCES & VIDEOS Go to: formed.org/signup. 

Select the tab that says I am with a Parish or 

Organization. Select your parish (Type in St. Mary and 

select the one with our address). Register with 

your name and email address. Check that email 

account for a link to begin using FORMED. It is 

that easy! Sign up today to enjoy the many movies, 

books and spiritual resources offered to you through our 

generous donor from your phone, TV, or computer! 

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/11/us/11prayer.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/11/us/11prayer.html?_r=0
http://www.aahistory.com/prayer.html


FIFTH  SUNDAY OF LENT                                                                                                                                        MARCH 29, 2020   

FOUR OPENINGS IN THE FALL ON OUR 

SCHOOL STAFF-With the retirements Mrs Caniglia & 

Mrs. Garner, and teachers seeking other opportunities, 

we have four positions to fill.  

Two Elementary School Teachers 

St. Mary’s Bryantown Catholic School is in need of two 

Elementary School Teacher (Grades to be determined).   

The teacher should possess a Bachelor degree in 

Elementary Education.   Preferred 3 years of teaching 

experience with elementary students.   Teacher duties 

include but are not limited to – following Archdiocese of 

Washington’s standard-based curriculum, lesson 

planning, classroom management, professional 

development, following the teachings of the Catholic 

Church, and other duties as assigned.    

Preschool Teacher Assistant 

St. Mary’s Bryantown Catholic School is in need of an 

Early childhood instructional teacher/assistant who will 

support the classroom teacher or cover for the teacher 

when necessary.  Job includes meeting and planning 

with the Early Childhood team, organizing and getting 

supplies and classroom ready for the day's activities, 

supervision of preschool students at lunch, recess, and/or 

classroom, attending faculty meetings, professional 

development, and other duties as assigned.   Preferred 3 

years of experience with 3 & 4 year old students and an 

associate degree or course work in Early Childhood 

Education.  Salary determined based on experience.    

K-8th Spanish Teacher 

St. Mary’s Bryantown Catholic School is in need of a 

part-time K-8 Spanish Teacher.   The Spanish teacher 

should possess a Bachelor degree in Foreign Languages.   

Preferred 3 years of teaching experience with elementary 

students.   Teacher duties include but are not limited to – 

following Archdiocese of Washington’s standard-based 

curriculum, lesson planning, classroom management, 

professional development, following the teachings of the 

Catholic Church, and other duties as assigned.   

If you are interested in any of these positions  please 

submit a resume, Archdiocese of Washington 

application for employment found at adw.org, and 

references. (found on schoolspring.com)  Resume and 

employment application can be up loaded in 

schoolspring.com and/or dropped off at the school’s 

main office.   Please mark ATTENTION:  Sharon W. 

Caniglia, Principal.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY 

PRAYERS: Eunice Amey, Michael, Stephen & Tony 

Balenger, Mary Bowes, Deacon Gene & Anne 

Burroughs,  Quint Burroughs, Brenda Callahan, Dottie 

Chick, Joe Cross,  Lisa Edelen,  Kendall Farrell, Arlene 

Gandolfi, Lee Gardiner, James Gibson, Wilson (Sonny) 

Goldsmith,  Charles Graham,  Regina Kijesky, Marie 

Knobel, Lillian Komar, Susie Logan, A. Matthews, Eda 

Moon, Terry Morris, John Nichols, Johnny Norman, 

John Reeves, Mary Reeves, Melissa Rollins, William 

Leon Savoy, Edna Sweeney, Beth Weise, Jeffrey 

Whittington Billie Whittington, Michael Whittington, 

Jr., Silas Williamson, Brice Zimmer.  

 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION TOTAL FOR 

LAST TWO WEEKENDS:  $7848  

This is less than 50% of normal amount.  

Please continue to support our parish. 

RESOURCE INFO FROM THE 

ARCHDIOCESE The archdiocesan website in 

response to the coronavirus is updated regularly 

with information, in English and Spanish, for you 

and the faithful. I encourage you to continue to 

share the website adw.org/coronavirus/ which 

includes a link to find a listing of live stream 

Masses and prayers. 

 

OUR CHURCH IS OPEN EACH DAY UNTIL 

5PM (1PM SUNDAY) for personal prayer. Please 

observe the 6ft distancing recommendation. 

 

CONFESSIONS ARE HEARD SATURDAYS 

FROM 3-3:30PM IN THE SACRISTY. When 

you’re facing the altar, please come through the 

door on the right side. There is a room there where 

Fr. Conley. Please sit in the available chair so that 

we can observe the 6 foot rule and provide for your 

anonymity. 

 

My Jesus, Savior, hide me.  

Shelter me; shelter the shuddering, 

trembling soul that lays itself in Your hand.  

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=79081737&msgid=650286&act=D2FC&c=686612&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fadw.org%2Fcoronavirus%2F
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=79081737&msgid=650286&act=D2FC&c=686612&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fadw.org%2Flive-streamed-masses-and-prayers%2F

