
ST. MARY’S PARISH COMMUNITY                                                                                                                        BRYANTOWN 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
Dear Parishioners, 
 On behalf of our parish staff, I wish all of you and your 

families a very Happy Easter! In rising from the dead 

after the agony of His crucifixion, Jesus proved that 

love is indeed stronger than death. Everyone who 

responds to Christ’s invitation to love God and love 

our neighbor as Christ loves us shares in His victory 

over sin and death. Although the Cross must be part 

of every disciple’s life it is not the end of the story. 

If we remember that in Jesus, we have already won 

the victory and that not even death can stop us from 

knowing the joy God wants us to have, then we can 

bear our crosses with patience and love. Truly, for 

those united to Jesus Christ, “the strife is over, the 

battle done, the victory of life is won, the song of 

triumph hath begun, Alleluia! 
            With my prayers, 

                                     Fr. Conley 
 An Easter Quiz 

If you read the following Gospel chapters, you will be 

able to answer these questions easily. The relevant 

chapters are Matthew 27-28, Mark 15-16, Luke 23-24 

John 19-20. Go ahead, take the time and look them 

up! Heaven knows you can’t go anywhere and have 

time on your hands right now.  The answers will be 

sent out in a few days. 

 
1. Name of the follower of Jesus who provided a tomb 

for His Body_______ 

2. Woman identified in all four Gospels as the first to 
discover that our Lord’s tomb was empty._______  

3. According to the Gospel of St. Mark 15:47, this 

woman was with Mary Magdalene at the tomb.___ 

4. Why didn’t the women prepare Jesus’ body for burial 
before He was buried? _________  

5. These people requested that Pontius Pilate put guards 

at Jesus’ tomb so is followers couldn’t take His body and 
then say Jesus had risen. (Mt. 27:62-63) 

6. When the women went to the tomb to anoint Jesus’ 

body with spices who did they see?  (Mt 28, Mk 16, Lk 
24) 

7. What were the women told to do?  

8. When the guards at the tomb reported that the tomb 

was empty what were they told to do by their superiors? 
Mt 28:12 

9. In the Gospel of St. John, chapter 20,  after Mary 

Magdalene discovered the empty tomb she ran to tell 
Peter and “the other disciple whom Jesus loved.” Who 

was the “disciple whom Jesus loved”?_________ 

10. In John ch. 20, after the two disciples left the empty 
tomb, Mary Magdalene saw three persons. Who were 

they? 

11. In chapter 24 of his Gospel, St. Luke describes the 
appearance of the Risen Jesus to two of His disciples. 

What were they doing when He appeared to them? 

12. One of these two disciples is identified by name. 

What is his name? 
13. At first these two disciples didn’t recognize Jesus. 

Then Jesus does something that “opens their eyes.” 

What was it? 
14. In John’s Gospel, chapter 20, Mary Magdalene 

didn’t recognize Jesus at first.  What happens to enable 

her to recognize Him? 
15. In John’s Gospel, once Mary Magdalene recognizes 

Him, Jesus forbids her to do something. What is she told 

not to do? 

16. In John’s Gospel, when Jesus appears to the 
disciples, Jn 20:19, what is the first thing He says to 

them? 

17.  In John’s Gospel, Jesus shows the apostles the 
wounds on His hands and one His side. Why does he do 

this? 

18. After showing the apostles His wounds, Jesus makes 
another unusual gesture and gives them a gift? What’s 

the gesture and what is the gift? 

19. After giving them this gift Jesus gives His apostles 

the authority to do something that He does. What is it?  
20. In John’s Gospel, which of the twelve original 

apostles did not witness the first appearance of the Risen 

Jesus? 
21. In Mt 28, when the Risen Jesus met with His 

disciples in Galilee, what were they told to do? 

22. In Lk, 24:41-42, Jesus does something to show His 

disciples that He truly has a body even though He can 
now suddenly appear in locked rooms. What does Jesus 

do? 

23. In John 21 Jesus appears to His apostles again while 
they are busy at work. What kind of work were they 

doing? 

24.At the end of the forty days he spent with His 
Apostles, what happened to Jesus? 

25. What gift did the Father and the Son give us that is 

even better than if Jesus had remained on earth as before 

His Ascension. 
 

    Masses & Liturgies of Holy Week online 

Archbishop Gregory will be celebrating these liturgies at 
St. Matthew's Cathedral. You can watch the celebrations 

on the Archdiocese of Washington YouTube channel. 

The link to the channel and the schedule for the liturgies 
is below. Good Friday 1 PM: Easter Vigil 8 PM: 

Easter Sunday10 AM. 

https://www.youtube.com/washarchdiocese 

 

Also, check out our parish Youtube channel for video 

talks by Fr. Conley  On the Youtube home page, search 

box type in “St. Mary’s Church Bryantown” 
 

https://www.youtube.com/washarchdiocese


EASTER  SUNDAY                                                                                                                                                         APRIL 12, 2020   

OUR CHURCH IS OPEN EACH DAY UNTIL  
5PM (1PM SUNDAY) for personal prayer before our 

Lord in the tabernacle . Please observe the 6ft distancing 

recommendation. 

 
      

How the Virus Stole Easter  

by Kristi Bothur 

With a nod to Dr. Seuss    

Twas late in ‘19 when the virus began 

Bringing chaos and fear to all people, each land.  
 People were sick, hospitals full, 

Doctors overwhelmed, no one in school. 

As winter gave way to the promise of spring, 
The virus raged on, touching peasant and king. 

 People hid in their homes from the enemy unseen. 

They YouTubed and Zoomed, social-distanced, and 
cleaned. 

April approached and churches were closed. 

“There won’t be an Easter,” the world supposed. 

 “There won’t be church services, and egg hunts are out. 
No reason for new dresses when we can’t go about.” 

Holy Week started, as bleak as the rest. 

The world was focused on masks and on tests. 
“Easter can’t happen this year,” it proclaimed. 

“Online and at home, it just won’t be the same.” 

Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, the days came and 
went. 

The virus pressed on; it just would not relent. 

 The world woke Sunday and nothing had changed. 

The virus still menaced, the people, estranged. 
 “Pooh pooh to the saints,” the world was grumbling. 

“They’re finding out now that no Easter is coming. 

 “They’re just waking up! We know just what they’ll do! 
Their mouths will hang open a minute or two, 

And then all the saints will all cry boo-hoo. 

 “That noise,” said the world, “will be something to 

hear.” 
So it paused and the world put a hand to its ear.   

And it did hear a sound coming through all the skies. 

It started down low, then it started to rise. 
 But the sound wasn’t depressed. 

Why, this sound was triumphant! 

It couldn’t be so! 
But it grew with abundance! 

 The world stared around, popping its eyes. 

Then it shook! What it saw was a shocking surprise! 

 Every saint in every nation, the tall and the small, 
Was celebrating Jesus in spite of it all! 

 It hadn’t stopped Easter from coming! It came! 

Somehow or other, it came just the same! 
 And the world with its life quite stuck in quarantine 

Stood puzzling and puzzling. 

“Just how can it be?” 

 “It came without bonnets, it came without bunnies, 
It came without egg hunts, cantatas, or money.” 

  
Then the world thought of something it hadn’t before. 

“Maybe Easter,” it thought, “doesn’t come from a store. 

Maybe Easter, perhaps, means a little bit more.” 

 And what happened then?  
Well....the story’s not done. 

What will YOU do? 

Will you share with that one 
Or two or more people needing hope in this night? 

Will you share the source of your life in this fight? 

 The churches are empty - but so is the tomb, 
And Jesus is victor over death, doom, and gloom. 

 So this year at Easter, let this be our prayer, 

As the virus still rages all around, everywhere. 

 May the world see hope when it looks at God’s people. 
May the world see the church is not a building or 

steeple. 

May the world find Faith in Jesus’ death and 
resurrection, 

May the world find Joy in a time of dejection. 

May 2020 be known as the year of survival, 
But not only that -Let it start a revival. 

 

FROM OUR SOCIAL CONCERNS COMMTE 

Thank You For Sharing Your Blessings. Due to COVID 
-19, we were not able to have our Easter-Adopt-A-

Family program this year; and we were not able to have 

our annual Flea Market which funds our grocery cards 
for our social concerns recipients.  We were blessed to 

have grocery cards on hand for  our forty-one recipients.  

We want you to know that it is because of your 

generosity and willingness to share your blessings with 
others that we had these cards on hand. 

It is our prayer that God will continue to bless you and 

keep you in good health and strength. 
Thank you for your continued support of the Social 

Concerns Committee Love & Blessings 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY 

PRAYERS: Eunice Amey, Michael, Stephen & Tony 

Balenger, Mary Bowes, Deacon Gene & Anne 

Burroughs,  Quint Burroughs, Brenda Callahan, Dottie 
Chick, Joe Cross,  Lisa Edelen,  Kendall Farrell, Arlene 

Gandolfi, Lee Gardiner, James Gibson, Wilson (Sonny) 

Goldsmith,  Charles Graham,  Regina Kijesky, Marie 
Knobel, Lillian Komar, Susie Logan, A. Matthews, Eda 

Moon, Terry Morris, John Nichols, Johnny Norman, 

John Reeves, Mary Reeves, Melissa Rollins, William 
Leon Savoy, Edna Sweeney, Beth Weise, Jeffrey 

Whittington Billie Whittington, Michael Whittington, 

Jr., Silas Williamson, Brice Zimmer.  

 
   


