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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

Dear Parishioners, 

    I guess I am naïve. Until this past week I was hoping 

that we would be able to be back together in church to 

celebrate Mass by the end of May. However, now that 
our governments have put out their plans for 

“reopening” our society, I don’t think we will be allowed 

to gather in church before the end of June. I say this 
because the restrictions on “large gatherings” in 

churches will be the last ones lifted even though our 

leaders believe it’s safe to have hundreds of people in a 
Walmart.  

        When I feel my frustration building up over the 

restrictions which is stopped or public worship, I try to 

remember all those who are suffering much more 
because of the virus – those who have passed, those who 

mourn the passing of love ones, those that are sick, those 

taking care of the sick and all those who have lost their 
jobs or their businesses because of the crisis. Compared 

to their suffering my frustrations are hardly worth 

mentioning.  
     Additionally, I remind myself that somehow this is all 

part of God’s plan and he’s going to bring good out of it. 

The essay below suggests that all of us will need to 

revise our plans in light of our unforeseen 
circumstances. The author also suggests that we look to 

the Blessed Mother as an example of how to embrace the 

current situation. 
With my prayers, 

Father Conley and 

 

WHEN THERE IS NO GOING BACK TO 

“NORMAL”  
by Suzan Sammons Mind & Sprit Magazine April 2020 

 One way to define suffering is the rupture between your 

future as you pictured it and the reality of what your 

future will actually be. This is easy to see in the case of 
the loss of a loved one, especially a sudden loss. The 

future we thought we had with that person is suddenly 

no longer possible. Even in small sufferings—being 
awakened in the middle of the night (again!) by a crying 

child—our suffering arises mostly from our expectation 

of uninterrupted sleep. Early on in dealing with any loss, 

a natural desire for restoration arises, no matter how 
impossible restoration might be. I just want my night’s 

sleep back! Or I want my miscarried child back—not 

some other child, but the one I lost. My mother died in 
August, and when I need my mom I simply want her 

back.  

Over time, most of us resolve these feelings, a process 
which is helped greatly by the realization that fulfilling 

these desires is absolutely impossible—at least on earth. 

But what about all the other kinds of suffering and loss? 

Due to the coronavirus and the world’s response to it, 
many, many people are experiencing all kinds of loss 

right now. There are very few Americans who have not 

experienced some kind of rupture between what they 
thought, on March 1, their future would be and what it 

actually is now.  

Can We Go Back? 

So, the loss is widespread. Because the first shock and 
the busyness of preparing for “sheltering in place” has 

passed, many of us are left wishing for our old lives back 

(maybe with a few improvements). Weeks in, the 
novelty has worn off, and the things we put aside 

willingly on a temporary basis—hugging our friends, 

shaking hands with the sweet man next door, sitting 
shoulder-to-shoulder with our besties at a restaurant—

we now truly long for. “Let’s all do our part, get through 

this, and get back to the way things were.” That seems to 

be social media’s rallying cry, but is it possible? We did 
not put society and culture in a cryogenic freeze in mid-

March. We have continued changing and developing, 

perhaps even faster than before—it seems likely that 
Covid-19 will turn out to be a watershed moment in 

world history.  

     The loss drives us to seek restoration, but the 
reasonable person must acknowledge that it is no more 

possible to “get back to the way things were” than it is 

for me to get my mom back. The economic impact alone 

will bring in its wake a great deal of suffering. The 
mental and physical toll of weeks of isolation will not be 

lightly shaken off by those vulnerable to chronic 

illnesses—physical or mental. The precedents by which 
government agents have curtailed the liberties of citizens 

by reason of a health crisis have been set. There is no 

going back to a time when these precedents did not exist.  

Accepting the New Reality  
However, once we accept that literal restoration is not 

possible, we can come to accept the new reality. 

Acknowledging that my mother was not going to be 
restored to me left me with a choice: live inside my 

grief or try to understand what new thing God would 

do in that empty space. For, God does not leave a 
void. He uproots only to plant again. If a financial 

downturn means we can’t carry out the plans we had 

for buying a home, sending our teen to college, or 

starting a new business, that truly is a loss. The future 
we envisioned cannot happen. But that means it’s 

time to ask God what good thing He is doing in place 

of that plan. If the society we live in continues to 
curtail certain freedoms in the name of health, the 

way we’ve always envisioned living our lives may no 

longer be possible. If so, what might the Lord wish us 
to do instead?  

“Let It Be” 

If suffering really is the rupture between what we 

expect and what we end up with, it seems that what is 
called for is a holy detachment and a docility to the 

will of God. We need to look to the mother of Our 

Lord for a great example of both. She did not expect 
to become a mother before her marriage. To Joseph. 
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What plans did she have that were “disrupted” by 
God’s plan? Yet, what was her answer to Gabriel’s 

question? She did not ask for some time to wrap her 

mind around this new plan. She didn’t talk about 

what good intentions she had that would now not fit 
into her future. She said simply, “Let it be.” This 

could only be the fruit of great love of God and great 

detachment from her own schemes and designs.  
The life we step out into once this is over will be 

different. But let us not spend too much time looking 

back. Very well did Prior Nivakoff of the Benedictine 
monks of Norcia, Italy put it recently: “A great 

temptation is to demand that God return what we 

have lost. In the field of tragedy, God sows seeds of 

new life.” What we return to will not be the same as 
what we left. But what we find will be the result of 

the action of the Holy Spirit, Who is always doing 

something new. And may our response be, “Fiat” -
Thy will be done. Suzan Sammons is the mother of sis 

daughters age 4-22 and a teenage son.  

 
STARTING THIS SUNDAY WE WILL PRAY 

THE ROSARY via ZOOM AT 11AM.  

 

We will also be using Zoom  to pray Morning Prayer 

on Sundays at 9 AM and Evening Prayer on 

Wednesdays at 6:30 PM. Check your email, including 

spam folders, for login/ phone in  information. 
 

Our Bible study on the Acts of the Apostles continues 

this week via Zoom on Tuesday from 6:30-7:30pm and 

on Thursday from 10 to 11 AM. All are welcome to join.  
 

IS USING ZOOM SAFE ? 

Since we are using Zoom regularly now for prayer 

sessions, our Bible study on the Acts of the Apostles and 

praise and worship, I want to address a concern that has 
been raised. Because of things that have been put in the 

media some people are afraid to use the zoom for fear 

that it will lead to their computer being hacked. I have 
asked one of our parishioners who works full-time in the 

cyber intelligence field to address this matter. 

 

First, anyone who joins by phone has no 
problems…. The vulnerability to our computers is when 

you download the software to your computer.  But again, 

the risks here are not that our computers are going to be 
taken over or that someone can gain access/hack into 

our systems.  That isn’t the way it works.  Zoom is a safe 

company and their software is not going to come with a 
virus or a worm.  People need to understand that the 

government is using WebEx, Zoom and other 

videoconferencing apps to do business every day.  The 

reality is that the security flaws of Zoom would require a 
high level of targeting and precision to fully exploit.  The 

security problems that have been written about are not 

the kind that could lead to catastrophic widespread data 
leakage or someone accessing bank accounts. Instead, 

the dangers would be  for high-value individual targets, 

– think Bill Gates.   

 
OUR CHURCH IS OPEN EACH DAY UNTIL  

5PM (1PM SUNDAY) for personal prayer before our 
Lord in the tabernacle . Please observe the 6ft distancing 

recommendation.  

 

This Friday is first Friday and we will have 

exposition of the Blessed Sacrament for Adoration 

between 9 AM and 5 PM. If, when you come in there 

are already 10 people in the church, please wait for 

someone to leave before you go in. Also, please 

observe the 6 foot distancing rule.  

 
WEB BILL PAY THROUGH YOUR BANK 

INSTRUCTIONS  Bill pay through your bank is easy, with 

no fees for the Church or the Donor. After you sign into your 

online banking account, select Bill Pay. Add St. Mary’s 

Church, as a vendor. Address: 13715 Notre Dame Place, 

Bryantown, MD 20617. Choose when and how much you 

want to donate. You can make your donations reoccurring (ie. 
Weekly, Monthly) Use your envelope # or street address as 

your account number. Select Make Payments and your bank 

will mail your offerings to the Church via check, in the time-

frame you designated when you set up your transaction.  

  
ONLINE GIVING PORTAL INSTRUCTIONS  
To give online using our giving portal please go to our website 

and visit the home screen. At the top next to  Welcome to St. 

Mary’s you will see a cream box. Click on sign up to make an 

account. From there you can determine if you would like to 

make a onetime donation or set it up as reoccurring. Once you 

have an account you will be directed to select the fund you 

wish to donate to. Each fund has a “sub fund” underneath so 

make sure you check all of the boxes before proceeding. After 

you pick your fund and amount you will hit submit and your 
done! If you have any questions, please see the video and 

instructional links in the email under highlights. Thank you for 

your generosity.  

  

   

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS: 

Eunice Amey, Michael, Stephen & Tony Balenger, Mary 
Bowes, Deacon Gene & Anne Burroughs,  Quint Burroughs, 

Brenda Callahan, Dottie Chick, Joe Cross,  Lisa Edelen,  

Kendall Farrell, Arlene Gandolfi, Lee Gardiner, James 

Gibson, Wilson (Sonny) Goldsmith,  Charles Graham,  Regina 

Kijesky, Marie Knobel, Lillian Komar, Susie Logan, A. 

Matthews, Eda Moon, Terry Morris, John Nichols, Johnny 

Norman, John Reeves, Mary Reeves, Melissa Rollins, William 

Leon Savoy, Edna Sweeney, Beth Weise, Jeffrey 

Whittington Billie Whittington, Michael Whittington, Jr., Silas 

Williamson, Brice Zimmer.  

 
   


