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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

Dear Parishioners, 

    I guess we are all spending a lot more time 

looking at screens. While normally this practice 

might not be such a good thing, under the current 

circumstances it has been a real blessing. For 

example, the fact that we can use our computer 

screens is enabling us to gather as a community for 

prayer and Bible study on six occasions each week. 

Without this ability our common life as a parish 

would be almost non-existent under the current 

restrictions. 

     Also, the screen media, Internet, television and 

movies can give us access to a lot of very rewarding 

and interesting program. I know that many of us 

enjoy watching and praying with the programs on 

EWTN television. 

     A wonderful new series that I encourage you to 

watch is The Chosen which prevents the “back 

story” of the various people who encountered Jesus 

in the Gospels. 

You can watch for free on the Internet. Just go to 

“chosen.com” to access it. Below is an article from 

this week’s edition of Our Sunday Visitor providing 

the “back story” of how and why the Chosen was 

made. 

With my prayers, 

Father Conley 

 

‘The Chosen’: A binge-worthy look at the life of 

Christ By Lisa Hendey  from Our Sunday Visitor 

April 30, 22020 

With many households sheltering in place, 

Catholics around the country are tuning into “The 

Chosen,” an innovative look at the life of Jesus 

Christ. The series, currently available via the 

VidAngel streaming app, has already set a record as 

the top crowdfunded media project in history. 

VidAngel Chief Executive Officer Neal Harmon 

and his brothers and VidAngel cofounders Daniel 

and Jeffrey were motivated to apply the 

crowdfunding concept to an entertainment 

development project. As fans of director Dallas 

Jenkins’ previous work, the VidAngel team 

envisioned a unique opportunity. “Hollywood 

studios have rarely funded this kind of content, and 

when they have, they typically have not made it in a 

way that the audience relates to through the lens of 

their own faith,” said Neal Harmon. “Because we 

knew how eager the audience is to see a show like 

this, we fundamentally believed that they would 

back us in making it.” Jenkins, a lifelong Christian, 

was interested in filling what he perceived as a void 

in a deeper cinematic look at the life of Christ. “I 

love binge-watching TV shows with my wife, but 

there’s never been one about the life of Christ that 

could really allow us to see these people as human 

beings we could connect with,” Jenkins said. “Now 

that we’ve had the opportunity to do the show, our 

own lives have changed dramatically, because 

we’re seeing God do something far bigger and 

better than we are. Being used in this manner is 

exciting and humbling at the same time.” While 

based solidly on Scripture, “The Chosen” imagines 

many of the details of Jesus’ life that are not 

explicitly explored in the Bible. “We use historical 

and cultural research along with artistic 

imagination, but one of the biggest things is just the 

study of human behavior. [It] sounds simple, but 

these people were human beings like we are, so 

writing their backstories has been a fascinating 

process,” Jenkins said. Jonathan Roumie, an 

established actor, director and producer, and the co-

director of the nonprofit G.K. Chesterton Theatre 

Company, was cast in the role of Jesus for “The 

Chosen.” When asked how one prepares to portray 

Christ, Roumie shared that he actively prays prior to 

and while filming. “And moreover, I always ask 

that it’s not my voice or my personality that comes 

through but that of the Lord’s,” said Roumie, who 

sees his role simply as a conduit to help viewers 

better know Jesus. Discussing his favorite of the 

first season’s eight episodes, Roumie shared that the 

season’s first and final episodes, which serve as 

bookends of sorts for the initial chapter of the story, 

are particularly meaningful to him. “Episode 3 was 

the most fun in the first half of filming, because I 

love children,” said Roumie, describing an episode 

where Jesus befriends and teaches a group of 

children who discover his camp on the outskirts of 

Capernaum. “I loved filming scenes of Jesus in the 

wilderness, fending for himself, making food and 

fire, building things and saying his bedtime prayers. 

For the second half of the season, filming John 3:16 

was profound because of the opportunity to play off 

of a veteran such as Erick Avari as Nicodemus.” 

For Elizabeth Tabish, who portrays both Mary of 

Magdela and her “before” version “Lilith,” being a 

part of “The Chosen” has been a gift. “The writing 

for Lilith’s character was complex and nuanced — 

this is a woman traumatized and possessed not only 

by demons but by pain, fear, grief and shame. A 

woman who desperately wants to be close to God 

but is held back by her trauma,” Tabish said. 
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“Though not identical, I did have personal 

experience to draw from to reenact some of Lilith’s 

pain. Her loneliness, escapism through alcohol … 

there was experience to draw from. I was in the 

midst of a depression when I booked this role. In 

fact, I had requested that my agent stop submitting 

me for auditions. I wanted to quit acting. Despite 

that request, he submitted me for Lilith/Mary, and 

when I first read the scenes for the audition, I 

completely broke down. It felt like the writing was 

speaking directly to me — they spoke to a deep pain 

in me, but they also spoke to a deeper desire for 

hope, joy and peace in me, just like these episodes 

speak to so many who have watched them.” Tabish 

points to her booking of the role as the thing that 

most prepared her to play both the tormented 

character Lilith and the redeemed Mary. “I’m still 

amazed at how God is with us during the most 

painful moments of our lives, and so often uses 

these painful experiences to our spiritual growth 

and benefit,” Tabish said. “God doesn’t simply 

watch us; God sees us and knows us, just like Jesus 

sees through the facade of Lilith’s behavior and 

directly into Mary’s heart. To transform from a 

woman possessed to a follower and student of 

Christ and finally become the first witness of 

Christ’s resurrection, Mary’s story shows us that 

there is hope, that redemption is possible for those 

who want it.” Learn more about “The Chosen” and 

screen it online at TheChosen.tv. Lisa Hendey 

writes from California. 

 

JOIN US SUNDAY TO PRAY THE ROSARY 

via ZOOM AT 11AM.   We will also be using 

Zoom  to pray Morning Prayer on Sundays at 9 

AM and Evening Prayer on Wednesdays at 6:30 

PM. Check your email, including spam folders, for 

login/ phone in  information. 

 

Our Bible study on the Acts of the Apostles 

continues this week via Zoom on Tuesday from 

6:30-7:30pm and on Thursday from 10 to 11 AM. 

This week will be discussing chapters 11-14. All are 

welcome to join.  

 

 

 

OUR CHURCH IS OPEN EACH DAY UNTIL  

5PM (1PM SUNDAY) for personal prayer before 

our Lord in the tabernacle. Please observe the 6ft 

distancing recommendation.  

 

Your Parish needs & appreciates your support! 

Please continue to mail in or drop off your 

envelopes through the mail slot on the rectory 

front door. Better still…choose one of the 

methods below 

 

WEB BILL PAY THROUGH YOUR BANK 

INSTRUCTIONS  Bill pay through your bank is 

easy, with no fees for the Church or the Donor. 

After you sign into your online banking account, 

select Bill Pay. Add St. Mary’s Church, as a vendor. 

Address: 13715 Notre Dame Place, Bryantown, MD 

20617. Choose when and how much you want to 

donate. You can make your donations reoccurring 

(ie. Weekly, Monthly) Use your envelope # or street 

address as your account number. Select Make 

Payments and your bank will mail your offerings to 

the Church via check, in the time-frame you 

designated when you set up your transaction.  

  

ONLINE GIVING PORTAL INSTRUCTIONS  

To give online using our giving portal please go to 

our website and visit the home screen. At the top 

next to  Welcome to St. Mary’s you will see a 

cream box. Click on sign up to make an account. 

From there you can determine if you would like to 

make a onetime donation or set it up as reoccurring. 

Once you have an account you will be directed to 

select the fund you wish to donate to. Each fund has 

a “sub fund” underneath so make sure you check all 

of the boxes before proceeding. After you pick your 

fund and amount you will hit submit and your done! 

If you have any questions, please see the video and 

instructional links in the email under highlights. 

Thank you for your generosity.  

  

   

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY 

PRAYERS: Eunice Amey, Michael, Stephen & 

Tony Balenger, Mary Bowes, Deacon Gene & Anne 

Burroughs,  Quint Burroughs, Brenda Callahan, 

Dottie Chick, Joe Cross,  Lisa Edelen,  Kendall 

Farrell, Arlene Gandolfi, Lee Gardiner, James 

Gibson, Wilson (Sonny) Goldsmith,  Charles 

Graham,  Regina Kijesky, Marie Knobel, Lillian 

Komar, Susie Logan, A. Matthews, Eda Moon, 

Terry Morris, John Nichols, Johnny Norman, John 

Reeves, Mary Reeves, Melissa Rollins, William 

Leon Savoy, Edna Sweeney, Beth Weise, Jeffrey 

Whittington Billie Whittington, Michael 

Whittington, Jr., Silas Williamson, Brice Zimmer.  
   


