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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

    Dear Parishioners, 

    Today as we honor our earthly mother's 

given to us by God through nature, we also 

honor our heavenly Mother, the Blessed 

Virgin Mary, given to us by grace. The 

words of the prayer we say seeking the 

intercession of our Blessed Mother help us 

to understand her unique place in God's plan 

of salvation.  

     There are three sources use for the 

composition of the prayer; he words of the 

angel Gabriel when he announced to her that 

she would be the mother of the Savior; the 

words of St. Elizabeth used to greet Mary 

when Mary came to visit her and the prayer 

of the Church, as we seek her intercession. 

The words of Gabriel and the greeting of 

Elizabeth are found in the Gospel of St. 

Luke. Therefore, we know that they were 

given to the inspiration of the Holy Spirit 

and share in the infallibility of all of 

Scripture. 

    When Gabriel said to Mary, "Hail,”  his 

greeting was one of honor and praise. There 

is no other place in the Bible were an angel 

greets a person this way. This is because 

angels are superior to humans. They live in 

the presence of God. Yet Gabriel gives Mary 

the special greeting because of her unique 

role in God's plan. Gabriel then calls Mary, 

"Full of grace," and says "the Lord is with 

you". Grace is the divine life, the presence 

of the Holy Spirit dwelling within us. We 

receive this grace, this presence of the Spirit 

within us, through baptism and it grows 

stronger in our lives to reception of the 

sacraments of confirmation and Holy 

Communion. It also grows stronger within 

us to prayer in acts of love. This divine life 

within us, which was lost by the sin of 

Adam and Eve is what Jesus Christ came to 

restore to us by his loving obedience to the 

will of God.  

   Because Mary, was to be the Mother of the 

Redeemer, was full of grace, divine life,  

from the moment of her conception. This is 

what we mean by the doctrine of the 

Immaculate Conception of Mary. She was 

saved by God from the effects of Adam & 

Eve's original sin by the merits of Christ her 

son. And because she is full of grace, and 

without sin, the Lord is with Mary in a 

unique way. Mary is fully alive to the will of 

God. 

    From St. Elizabeth's greeting of Mary we 

learn more about her unique role in the plan 

of salvation. In St. Luke's account of this 

event we read the following: and when 

Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the 

child leapt in her womb; Elizabeth was filled 

with the Holy Spirit and she explained with 

a loud cry, "Blessed are you among women, 

and blessed is the fruit of your womb! And 

why is this granted me that the mother of my 

Lord should come to me? Behold, when the 

voice of your greeting came to my ears, the 

child in my womb leaped for joy. And 

blessed is she who believed that there would 

be a film of what was spoken to her from the 

Lord." Luke 1:41-45 

    Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 

Elizabeth recognizes that Mary was chosen 

by God from among all women who ever 

were or whoever will be born, to carry 

within her womb, His, Our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

In saying "blessed is the fruit of thy womb," 

Elizabeth recognizes that the child that Mary 

carries, the child that Mary, like every other 

mother, gives her flesh & blood to, is 

uniquely holy. Children usually receive their 

blessings from their mothers. That is why 

we honor them on Mother's Day. Mary 

however, receives her blessing from her 

child, the Lord Jesus. Jesus Christ is the 

source of her glory.  



FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER                                                                                                                              MAY 10, 2020   

    Elizabeth also says: "Why is this granted 

to me that the mother of my Lord should 

come to me?" 

The word "Lord," in this context clearly 

means God. Elizabeth Says this to Mary 

because she knows, again under the 

inspiration of the Holy Spirit, that Mary is 

going to give birth to the Son of God, 

therefore she calls Mary, “the mother of my 

Lord.” This is a very important for us to 

remember because some of our fellow 

Christians think it is wrong to call Mary the 

Mother of God. We need to help them to 

realize that this is what the Bible says about 

her.  

“Mother of my Lord” Elizabeth said. Clearly 

meaning “Mother of God.” So when we call 

Mary the Mother of God We are not 

claiming that God owes Mary anything. We 

are simply quoting the inspired word of 

Scripture. We are just giving her the title 

due to her, just as Scripture does, because 

she is the mother of our Lord, who is God. 

    The rest of the prayer are just the words 

of the of the Church asking Mary to pray for 

us throughout our lives and especially when 

we come to the moment of our passing from 

this world. In asking for Mary's prayers of 

intercession, the Church is responding to the 

fact that as Jesus Christ was dying on the 

Cross, He gave Mary to the Apostle John  

and to all His disciples to be our spiritual 

Mother. 

     So, the HAIL MARY sums up very well 

what the Church believes about Mary and 

why we honor her. During this month of 

May we are called to remember these 

teachings and to give honor to Mary, the 

Mother of God and through Jesus, our 

spiritual Mother.  

With my prayers, 

Fr. Conley 

 

 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us! 
 

JOIN US SUNDAY TO PRAY THE ROSARY 

via ZOOM AT 11AM.   We will also be using 

Zoom  to pray Morning Prayer on Sundays at 9 

AM and Evening Prayer on Wednesdays at 6:30 

PM. Check your email, including spam folders, for 

login/ phone in  information. 

 

Our Bible study on the Acts of the Apostles 

continues this week via Zoom on Tuesday from 

6:30-7:30pm and on Thursday from 10 to 11 AM. 

This week will be discussing chapters 15-18. All are 

welcome to join.  

 

HAPPY MOTHERS’ DAY to all our mothers! 

 

MOMS IN DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANCES 

NEED OUR HELP THROUGH THE 

CATHERINE FOUNDATION IS WALDORF 
The Catherine Foundation has experienced 
an unprecedented demand for material assistance. Also, 
they are unable to have their baby bottle fundraiser this 
year. They will be down about $25,000 from that 
fundraiser alone. That is a big hit for their operating 
budget. If you can donate to their mission please go to 
http://catherinefoundation.org/emergency-relief 
 

 

OUR CHURCH IS OPEN EACH DAY UNTIL  

5PM (1PM SUNDAY) for personal prayer before 

our Lord in the tabernacle. Please observe the 6ft 

distancing recommendation.  

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY 

PRAYERS: Eunice Amey, Michael, Stephen & 

Tony Balenger, Mary Bowes, Deacon Gene & Anne 

Burroughs,  Quint Burroughs, Brenda Callahan, 

Dottie Chick, Joe Cross,  Lisa Edelen,  Kendall 

Farrell, Arlene Gandolfi, Lee Gardiner, James 

Gibson, Wilson (Sonny) Goldsmith,  Charles 

Graham,  Regina Kijesky, Marie Knobel, Lillian 

Komar, Susie Logan, A. Matthews, Eda Moon, 

Terry Morris, John Nichols, Johnny Norman, John 

Reeves, Mary Reeves, Melissa Rollins, William 

Leon Savoy, Edna Sweeney, Beth Weise, Jeffrey 

Whittington Billie Whittington, Michael 

Whittington, Jr., Silas Williamson, Brice Zimmer.  
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