
ST. MARY’S PARISH COMMUNITY                                                                                                                        BRYANTOWN 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

Dear Parishioners, 

    Last Sunday the Church celebrated the great feast 

of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit came upon the 

disciples of Jesus for the very first time. Each 

baptized Christian has received the gift of the Holy 

Spirit and for most of us, the Spirit’s presence in 

our lives is strengthened by the sacrament of 

Confirmation. For those who are open to His 

Presence, the gift of the Holy Spirit is the gift that 

keeps on giving so that our lives may bear good 

fruit for the kingdom of Jesus Christ. The article 

below describes the blessings that come with the 

fruit of the Holy Spirit. I hope that you will reflect 

on this essay and how the Holy Spirit is bearing 

fruit in your lives. 

With my prayers, 

Fr. Conley 

******************************************  

The Fruit of the Holy Spirit by Charles Whitehead 

from the book An Invitation to the Spirit-Filled 

Life 

     When we think of fruit, what comes to mind is 

something that appeals to our senses.  We may see 

images of plants, bushes, and trees, all bearing 

different kinds, colors, shapes, and texture of fruit.  

We don’t make fruit in a factory – it grows, and 

good fruit is a clear sign of a good, healthy bush or 

tree. 

     In Galatians, Paul describes the fruit of the Spirit 

in these words:  “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 

joy, peace, forbearance [patience], kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  

Against such things there is no law” (5:22-23).  To 

express it in a very simple way, the fruit listed are a 

display of the character of God himself as revealed 

to us in the person of Jesus, his Son, during his time 

on earth.  It’s what should result from the new life 

of Christ, born in us at our baptism and 

present through the indwelling Holy Spirit. 

     When this kind of fruit is evident in our lives, it 

shows that through God’s grace, the sanctifying 

power of the Holy Spirit is working in us – that we 

are good “trees” bearing ripe fruit.  Jesus reminds 

us, “A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad 

tree cannot bear good fruit” (Matthew 7:18). 

     The fruit of the spirit are the good and attractive 

qualities that God produces in us, reflecting his 

goodness to us.  They originate in his action within 

us that produces new life, creating a new 

relationship with him, with ourselves, and with our  

neighbor.  Such a new relationship has no pretense 

or superficiality because it comes from something 

real: true love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.   

When these qualities can be seen, then clearly the  

Holy Spirit is at work and others will recognize the 

presence and power of God in us.”  By their fruit 

you will recognize them,” as Jesus tells us 

(Matthew 7:16). 

     The gifts of the Spirit and the fruit of the Spirit 

are quite distinct and different: 

     The gifts of the Holy Spirit enable us to do what 

Jesus did while the fruit of the Spirit enables us to 

be like Jesus was; 

    The gifts are many while the fruit is one – the 

divine nature; 

     The gifts are expressed corporately, while the 

fruit is shown individually. 

      Fruit is the clearest outward sign of the Holy 

Spirit’s presence; the gifts are tools to help us 

produce fruit. 

     The fruit of the Spirit is the nature of Jesus 

becoming more evident in our lives.  What exactly 

do we mean by this? 

     The list of the fruit of the Spirit consists of 

everything we would like to be: loving, joyful, 

peaceful, patient, kind, good, faithful, gentle and 

self-controlled.  I think it helps if we think of it as 

the nature of Jesus:  one fruit with nine distinct 

flavors. If people see these qualities in us, they are 

seeing the character and personality of Jesus Christ.  

So let’s take a brief look at each flavor: 

     Love comes first, because without it the other 

eight “flavors” would not exist. It’s the new 

commandment of Jesus:  “Love one another” (John 

13:34).  It is “the most excellent way” 1 Corinthians 

12:31). It is entirely giving:  “For God so loved the 

world that he gave his one and only Son” (John 

3:16). 

     Joy is exciting and liberating.  Knowing Christ 

fills us with “an expressible and glorious joy” (1 

Peter 1:8).  That others should see, “for the joy of 

the Lord is your strength” (cf. Nehemiah 8:10). (To 

be continued next week) 

 

JOIN US FOR COMMUNITY PRAYERS via 

Phone or internet using Zoom. We pray the 

Psalms on Wednesdays at 6:30 In addition, we 

have praise and worship each Thursday at 6:30 

PM. Don’t isolate yourselves spiritually! Join 

your fellow parishioners in prayer. 
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GUIDANCE FOR ATTENDING MASS  

#1 If you are concerned about your safety,  

you are not obliged to come to Mass. Seniors and 

others who are especially vulnerable to the virus, 

should stay home. That being said, if you would 

like to receive Holy Communion but are concerned 

about sitting in the church or hall please come to 

the parking lot in front of the school on Saturday 

or Sunday at 1 PM. You will be able to receive 

Holy Communion while remaining in your car. 

We will take the necessary steps to see that this 

happens safely.  
 #2 Under the guidelines issued by the state we are   

only be able to accommodate about 100 people in 

the church for each Mass. However, we will “live 

stream” the Mass to the hall where we have 

“overflow” seating in the hall for approximately 

100 more.  

#3To accommodate more of you, we will have two 

Masses on Saturday evening. The first one will 

be at 4 PM and the second at 6 PM. 

#4 Please follow the directions of our Ushers and 

- the Knights of Columbus who have volunteered 

to assist us with our Masses. 

#5 You must wear masks in the church. 

#6 Each Mass will last approximately 40 

minutes.  

#7 Restrooms must remain closed. 

#8 Volunteers are needed to wipe down surfaces 

after Mass. 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

HEALING PRAYER MINISTRY BY PHONE 

OR ZOOM 

The volunteers are in our healing prayer ministry 

will be happy to pray with people by phone or on 

Zoom. If you would like a prayer team to pray with 

you please send me your email address and I will 

forward to them. They will then contact you. You 

can request prayer by phone or by zoom which 

would allow you to see each other. 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW BIBLE STUDY VIA ZOOM Begins 

Tuesday, June 16. We will meet from 7 to 8:30 

PM on Tuesdays to study the First Letter of St. 

Paul to the Corinthians. This important letter 

details the challenges faced by the first followers of 

our Lord Jesus and offers inspiration for our own 

times. There is no cost. All you need is your Bible. 

The Zoom contact information for your computer or 

phone will be sent out on June 15. For more 

information contact Fr. Conley at 

frconley@comcast.net  

 

RCIA CANDIDATES will be Confirmed on 

June 27
th

, Please pray for them as they are 

Received into being Full Members of the Church. 

Our Second Graders will receive their First Holy 

Communion on June 20
th,

 Please pray for them 

also. 

   

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
SUN: 8am Parishioners, 10am Carol Johnson, 

12N Maurice I. Long, Sr., MON: 8am Lucy Krugle, 

TUES: 8am James (Smash) Stewart, WED: 8am  

Melvin Savoy, THURS: 8am Romaine Simmons,   

FRI: 9:30am Mary Emma Middleton., SAT: 9am 

Joseph H. Gardiner,  4pm Sonny Goldsmith. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY 

PRAYERS:  Eunice Amey, Michael, Stephen & 

Tony Balenger, Mary Bowes, Deacon Gene & Anne 

Burroughs, Quint Burroughs, Brenda Callahan, 

Dottie Chick, Joe Cross,  Lisa Edelen,  Kendall 

Farrell, Arlene Gandolfi, Lee Gardiner, James 

Gibson, Charles Graham, Marie Knobel, Lillian 

Komar, Susie Logan, A. Matthews, John Nichols, 

Johnny Norman, John Reeves, Mary Reeves, 

Melissa Rollins  

 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION LAST 

WEEKEND:  $14,664.00.   $4,720.00 of that was 

received from people who contribute through                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

online banking. The unidentified donations totaled 

$301.00.  We received $120.00 for our School 

Support. 
 

Please support our advertising 

sponsors.  This week we 

recognize 

RE/MAX  REALTY 
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