
ST. MARY’S PARISH COMMUNITY                                                                                                                        BRYANTOWN 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
Dear Parishioners,  

    In today’s Gospel reading Jesus tells us the parable of 

the Sower and the Soil. It is his way of explaining why it 

is that when some people hear the gospel it transforms 

their lives, while for others Christ’s message seems to 

have no effect at all. In short, some people are more 

receptive to the Gospel than others because they are 

more focused on the Lord. Of course, those of us who 

have received the saving message of the Gospel must 

continue to till the soil of our hearts so the words of 

Jesus always grow stronger within us. 

With my prayers,  

      Fr. Conley 

 *** 

  

SOWER AND THE SOIL by Vijaya Bodach  

from Shalom Tidings 

     As a gardener, I often ruminate over the Parable of 

the Sower.   In every season, I find it very valuable to re-

evaluate what I am doing to cultivate the soil of my 

heart.   In the parable of the sower, Jesus tells the 

Apostles that the seed is the Word of God, but unlike a 

farmer who tries to plant his seeds in only good soil, Our 

Lord throws the seed indiscriminately.  He throws it on 

hardened soil, rocky soil, soil that has thorny plants and 

good soil.  We should be like Him, sowing seeds of faith 

everywhere we go, not worrying about the state of 

anyone’s soil.  We can trust God to water and till the soil 

so it will bear fruit.  However, we cannot offer 

something we do not have – we must first cultivate our 

own soil.  At the beginning of each season, I ask myself 

what the state of my soil is, what rocks need to be 

thrown away, what thorny plants uprooted. 

On the Hardened Way 

     Is my heart so hardened or distracted that when I hear 

the Word of God I pay it no mind?  Are there specific 

things the Church teaches with which I disagree?  Am I 

pridefully thinking that I know better?  I pray to be 

docile and attentive to the Word.  As a teenager, I only 

went to church to sing.  I did not believe in God and in 

my heart scoffed at the Scripture that was read aloud.  I 

had ears to hear but my heart was so hard that the devil 

had no problem snatching up the seed.  It is frightening 

to think that had I died back then I would have rejected 

Jesus and His saving grace.  I had no sanctifying grace 

and I was so far from God that I did not even have the 

ability to see the truth of Christ.  I could have chosen 

hell…for all eternity.   

From Rocky Road to Stepping Stone 

     Rocks are the temptations of life.  It is not a sin to be 

tempted.  In fact, God uses temptations to test us and 

strengthen us in our will to do the right thing.  Even 

Jesus was tempted in the desert.  We can use His ways to 

fight temptation – by knowing and using the Word of  

God.  Because we are weak creatures, we succumb to 

temptations and end up sinning.  When we commit a 

mortal sin, we separate ourselves from God.  Thank God 

He has given us the Church to provide sacraments to 

help us repair our relationship with God.  Remember the  

ABCD method to fight sin. 

A:  Avoid the Near Occasion of Sin.   This is the 

easiest way – not to get into tempting situations in the 

first place.  I had a Facebook account for three years to 

connect with other writers in small groups, but I wasted 

too much time on it so I deleted my account. 

B:  Bypass It.      Walk away if you find yourself in a 

tempting situation.  For example, instead of joining 

gossiping coworkers, I can choose to walk away. 

C:  Control  It.  This takes will power and willingness 

to try and try again.  For example, I am hot-headed so I 

try not to speak when I am angry.  I have to be careful, 

even when the anger is righteous, because harsh words 

can drive people away from God. 

D:  Destroy It.    Replace sinful habits with good habits. 

For example, procrastination is a bad habit and it can 

become sinful because our time does not belong to us 

but to God.  I replaced the half an hour I spent surfing 

the internet with half an hour contemplating the Word of 

God.  The daily Mass readings are an excellent way to 

destroy a wide variety of sins.  Confession is the 

ultimate weapon because we must admit and confront 

our sins and receive the graces we need to make the 

necessary changes. In my teens and 20’s, my life was 

full of rocks-particularly lust, greed and pride.  Even 

after conversion, I discovered rock, after rock, after rock.  

I am thankful the Holy Spirit did not reveal all the rocks 

at once, otherwise I would have given up hope.  

Fortunately, God does not just reveal the rocks. He 

provides the help needed to dig them out as He brings 

them to the surface. 

Choked by the Thorns.  Thorns are the comforts, cares 

and pleasures this world offers.  It is not a sin to enjoy 

good things but, when they consume us they choke the 

Word, leaving no time or space in our lives to grow in 

the Word.  Most of us are too busy trying to earn money, 

prestige or power so we must remove these thorns.  This 

is arduous because, unlike thorns that cause immediate 

pain, our riches bring us pleasure and we do not feel 

them piercing us.  I am very fond of good food; I enjoy 

cooking and going out to eat but I can spend too much 

mental energy, time and money on food instead of 

writing the stories God has placed upon my heart. 

     We discern the goodness of a thing or a situation by 

examining whether it is bringing us closer to God or 

drawing us away.  Thank the Lord for all the good gifts 

of the earth and ask Him how to use those gifts.  Ask to 

develop detachment so we are able to part with good 

things and store up our treasure in heaven instead.  For 

example, fasting on a regular basis (Fridays) helps build 

the discipline needed to develop detachments to food. 
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Growing Deeper Roots.  We may think it is impossible 

to rid ourselves of habitual sins and favorite pleasures 

but with God all things are possible.  With His help we 

can till and fertilize the soil of our hearts so we will bear 

a rich harvest and be capable of sowing the seeds of 

faith.  This year, what rocks will you throw out of your 

life?  What thorny plants will you uproot? 

  

FOR NOW, NO MORE SATURDAY 9AM MASS & 

8:30AM  CONFESSIONS. We are making this change 

because we now have two evening Masses on Saturdays 

and priests are not supposed to offer more than 2 Masses 

a day unless it is truly necessary for the benefit of the 

community. We regret any inconvenience. The priests at 

St. Peter’s offer an 8am Mass on Saturdays. 

 

PRIEST FROM CROSS INTERNATIONAL will 

be visiting us the weekend of July 25-26 to ask for 

our help in assisting the poor. 

 

TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY VIA ZOOM  - We will 

meet from 7 to 8:30 PM on Tuesdays to study the 

First Letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians. This 

important letter details the challenges faced by the first 

followers of our Lord Jesus and offers inspiration for our 

own times. There is no cost. All you need is your Bible. 

 

WEDNESDAY - JOIN US FOR COMMUNITY 

PRAYERS via phone or internet using Zoom. We 

pray the Psalms on Wednesdays at 6:30 PM.  In 

addition, we have praise and worship each Thursday 

at 6:30 PM. Don’t isolate yourselves spiritually! Join 

your fellow parishioners in prayer. 

 

THURSDAY PRAISE & WORSHIP IN THE 

HALL 7-8:30PM  We will social distance & wear 

masks. Come praise the Lord & let the Spirit lift your 

spirits as we give God the glory.  For more information 

contact Fr. Conley at frconley@comcast.net  

 

YOUNG ADULT FELLOWSHIP  Are you looking 

for an opportunity to get to know your fellow church 

members better and build a community centered around 

God?  Encouraging all emerging adults in their 20’s, 

30’s and 40’s to join us on Monday, July 20th at 7pm at 

St. Mary's. Let's get to know each other better and help 

us grow in our faith. Topics of discussion for the first 

few upcoming meetings will include: everything you 

ever wanted to know about the Mass, how to incorporate 

God into your everyday life, as well as  tips and financial 

lessons. Sign-up today in the foyer or by contacting 

Charles or Melissa House at 240-229-7175.  

 

 

 

 

REOPENING OUR SCHOOL   
As of now, we are being told by the Archdiocese that we 

are able to follow the directives of the Catholic Schools 

Office for reopening as long as Governor Hogan does 

not reinstate restrictions or issue another stay at home 

order. Plans for reopening St. Mary’s School are well 

underway.  A committee of faculty members has been 

formed to create a preliminary plan to address the health 

and safety concerns of our parents, students and 

teachers.  On July 1st, a survey was emailed to all school 

parents to collect their input on school reopening.  On 

July 15, we will receive health and safety guidelines 

from the Catholic School’s office that must be addressed 

in our plan.  Our school guidelines for reopening must 

be submitted to the ADW Catholic Schools Office for 

approval no later than July 30th.    Once approved, we 

will send the reopening plan to the school parents and St. 

Mary’s Community.    If you have questions or concerns 

please feel free to email our principal, Mrs. Catherine 

Silverstone at silverstone@bryantown.org.  
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SUN: 8am Joseph Alfred Chase, 10am Maurice I. Long, 

Sr., 12N Parishioners, MON: 8am James (Smash) 

Stewart, TUES: 8am Catherine Kreft, WED: 8am 

Sonny Goldsmith, THURS: 8am Melvin Savoy,  

FRI: 9:30am Romaine Simmons, SAT: 9am NO MASS  

4pm John Fassel,  6pm Margaret Williams. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY 

PRAYERS:  Eunice Amey, Mary Bowes, Deacon Gene 

& Anne Burroughs, Quint Burroughs, Brenda Callahan, 

Dottie Chick, Joe Cross, Kendall Farrell, Arlene 

Gandolfi, Lee Gardiner, James Gibson, Marie Knobel, 

Lillian Komar, Susie Logan, A. Matthews, John Nichols, 

Johnny Norman, John Reeves, Mary Reeves, Melissa 

Rollins, William Leon Savoy, Edna Sweeney, Beth 

Weise, Billie Whittington, Michael Whittington, Jr., 

Brice Zimmer.  

 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION LAST WEEKEND:  
$8,455.45.   $1,380 .00 of that was received from  

people who contribute through  online banking. The                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

unidentified donations totaled $202.45. We received  

$478.00 for our School Support. 

 

Please support our advertising 

sponsors.  This week we recognize 

MILLER’S 

COUNTRY MARKET 

CORPORATION 
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