
ST. MARY’S PARISH COMMUNITY                                                                                                                        BRYANTOWN 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
Dear Parishioners,  

For the past few Sundays our second readings have been 

taken from the Letter of St. Paul to the Romans, Chapter 

8. This chapter has been rightly called Paul’s teaching on 

life in the Spirit. It is our faith in Jesus Christ and the 

reception of the Holy Spirit which makes us Christians 

and different from non-Christians. The essential role of 

the Holy Spirit in our lives cannot be over emphasized. 

That is why we should pray to the Holy Spirit each day, 

asking him to inspire and guide us. In the article below, 

and in and adapted by me, there are some helpful hints 

on how we can keep the flame of the Spirit bright in our 

lives.  

With my prayers,  

      Fr. Conley 

 *** 

 

Keep the Fire of God’s Love Burning! By Fr. Ed 

Broom, OMV Catholic Exchange July 7 edited and 

adapted  

Jesus said: “I have come to cast fire on the earth; I am 

not at peace until that fire is blazing.” (Lk. 12:49) Right 

now, that fire should be burning in your heart. That is 

the fire of the Holy Spirit. A bonfire to be kept ablaze 

must be fed constantly. Wood, leaves, brush, old papers 

must be constantly cast into the fire. If not, the fire will 

extinguish and, soon, there is only a pile of ashes. As a 

result of the social and spiritual milieu in which we live, 

it is easy for the fire of the Holy Spirit, the Fire of 

Divine Love to wane, decline, diminish and extinguish. 

Too many Catholics today are like smoldering wicks, 

smoldering embers that have lost their fire, lost their 

zeal, lost their enthusiasm, lost their joy for living. As 

T.S. Elliot penned poetically: “They will go out not with 

a bang, but with a whimper!” 

A Serious Warning The last Book of the Bible, the 

Book of Revelation, warns us: “You have lost your first 

love.” (Rev. 2:4) And, “You are neither hot nor cold, I 

wish you were, but you are lukewarm; so I will vomit 

you out of my mouth.” (Rev. 3:16) Startling or even 

shocking as these words sound, they come from the Holy 

Spirit who is the Author of all of Sacred Scripture. 

May God save us from mediocrity!  

A Fervent Prayer Let us make a heartfelt and fervent 

prayer from the depths of our heart that the fire of God’s 

love will never extinguish in our soul. However, if it has, 

let us beg the Holy Spirit to rekindle that fire. Then let 

us pray for the grace to ignite many fires—the fire of 

God’s love—wherever we go, with whomever we might 

meet, in whatever circumstances that God places us!  

 

 

 

 

 

Jump-Starters to set our hearts ablaze.  

1.  Holy Communion As often as possible, receive Holy 

Communion. In a very real sense Holy Communion 

results in a Spiritual Heart transplant. You truly receive 

the Total Christ—Jesus’ Body, Blood, Soul, and 

Divinity. This means that you receive the Sacred Heart 

of Jesus. If you contemplate any image of the most 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, you will see that a blazing fire 

rushes forth. If your reception of Holy Communion is 

fervent, then Jesus’ Heart takes your heart and floods it 

with the fire of His love that you can then share with the 

whole world!  

2. Go to Confession If we have lost God’s grace 

through mortal sin, then God’s fire has been 

extinguished in us. Even if we are not guilty of mortal 

sin, frequent confession is recommended so that the 

embers of divine love we have received aren’t covered 

over by our numerous venial sins.  

3. Consecration to Mary At the crack of dawn, upon 

waking every morning, consecrate your whole being, 

your day, and all of your activities to the Immaculate 

Heart of Mary. Paintings depict the Immaculate Heart of 

Mary with fire flowing out from her heart—the fire of 

love, the fire of the Holy Spirit. 

4. Recognize Your Dignity Through Baptism our lives 

were radically transformed: we became Temples of the 

Holy Spirit.  Through a constant awareness of my 

dignity and destiny— “I am a Temple of Holy Spirit and 

Heaven is my destiny”—the fire leaps up incessantly!  

5. Short Prayers throughout the Day During the 

course of the day lift up your heart in short prayers, like 

arrows piercing the heavens, and pray: “Jesus, Mary, 

and Joseph, I love you; save souls!” Whenever the short 

fiery dart occurs to you, shoot it up to heaven as an act 

of love. Keep the fire aflame! 

6.  Read Scripture, especially the Gospels  Experience 

the warmth of the Word of God. It will help you to put 

on the mind of Christ, in the words of the fiery Apostle 

Saint Paul. Then you will be able to say: “I have the 

mind of Christ.” (1 Cor. 2:16) 

7. Love for God and My Neighbor The fire of love that 

burns in my heart towards God must reach out to my 

neighbor who is created in the image and likeness of 

God. “I was hungry, thirsty, naked, a foreigner, sick and 

in prison, and you tended to my needs!” (Mt. 25:31-46) 

Every time that you serve Jesus in either the Corporal or 

Spiritual Works of Mercy, the fire of God’s love ignites 

and burns brightly in you.  

8.  Heaven: Right Around the Corner The virtue of 

hope sends fuel to the interior flame. With my feet on 

the earth and my spiritual eyes lifted on high, towards 

Heaven that awaits me, God’s fiery flame burns bright.   
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9. The Holy Hour Try to keep a holy hour each week by 

praying before Jesus Christ present in the Blessed 

Sacrament. Saint John Paul II stated that the Tabernacle 

s the living heartbeat of the Church. Let His fiery Heart 

set your heart on fire! 

 

FR. EDWARD AIGNER from CROSS 

INTERNATIONAL will be visiting us next 

weekend, July 25-26, to ask for our help in assisting 

the poor.  Father Aigner, a priest of the Roman Catholic 

Diocese of Wilmington (DE), was ordained in May, 

1972.    He has served in parishes both in Delaware and 

on the Eastern Shore of Maryland and has been Chaplain 

at a major state prison for over 25 years. He recently 

retired as pastor in Salisbury, MD. 
  

FOR NOW, NO MORE SATURDAY 9AM MASS & 

8:30AM  CONFESSIONS. We are making this change 

because we now have two evening Masses on Saturdays 

and priests are not supposed to offer more than two 

Masses a day unless it is truly necessary for the benefit 

of the community. We regret any inconvenience.  

 

WEDNESDAY - JOIN US FOR COMMUNITY 

PRAYERS via phone or internet using Zoom. We 

pray the Psalms on Wednesdays at 6:30 PM.  In 

addition, we have praise and worship each Thursday 

at 6:30 PM. Don’t isolate yourselves spiritually! Join 

your fellow parishioners in prayer. 

 

THURSDAY PRAISE & WORSHIP IN THE 

HALL 7-8:30PM  We will social distance & wear 

masks. Come praise the Lord & let the Spirit lift your 

spirits as we give God the glory.  For more information 

contact Fr. Conley at frconley@comcast.net  

 

YOUNG ADULT FELLOWSHIP  Are you looking 

for an opportunity to get to know your fellow church 

members better and build a community centered around 

God?  Encouraging all emerging adults in their 20’s, 

30’s and 40’s to join us on Monday, July 20th at 7pm at 

St. Mary's. Let's get to know each other better and help 

us grow in our faith. Topics of discussion for the first 

few upcoming meetings will include: everything you 

ever wanted to know about the Mass, how to incorporate 

God into your everyday life, as well as  tips and financial 

lessons. Sign-up today in the foyer or by contacting 

Charles or Melissa House at 240-229-7175.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REOPENING OUR SCHOOL   
As of now, we are being told by the Archdiocese that we 

are able to follow the directives of the Catholic Schools 

Office for reopening as long as Governor Hogan does 

not reinstate restrictions or issue another stay at home 

order. Plans for reopening St. Mary’s School are well 

underway.  A committee of faculty members has been 

formed to create a preliminary plan to address the health 

and safety concerns of our parents, students and 

teachers.  On July 1st, a survey was emailed to all school 

parents to collect their input on school reopening.  On 

July 15, we will receive health and safety guidelines 

from the Catholic School’s office that must be addressed 

in our plan.  Our school guidelines for reopening must 

be submitted to the ADW Catholic Schools Office for 

approval no later than July 30th.    Once approved, we 

will send the reopening plan to the school parents and St. 

Mary’s Community.    If you have questions or concerns 

please feel free to email our principal, Mrs. Catherine 

Silverstone at silverstone@bryantown.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
SUN: 8am Mary Elsie Dyson, 10am Vincent Bruzzese, 

12N Raymond Carr, MON: 8am Catherine Kreft, 

TUES: 8am James (Smash) Stewart, WED: 8am Sonny 

Goldsmith, THURS: 8am Martha Gehring, FRI: 

9:30am Carol Johnson, SAT: 9am NO MASS,  4pm 

John Fassel,  6pm Melvin Savoy. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY 

PRAYERS:  Eunice Amey, Mary Bowes, Deacon Gene 

& Anne Burroughs, Quint Burroughs, Brenda Callahan, 

Dottie Chick, Joe Cross, Kendall Farrell, Arlene 

Gandolfi, Lee Gardiner, James Gibson, Regina Kijesky, 

Marie Knobel, Lillian Komar, Susie Logan, A. 

Matthews, John Nichols, Johnny Norman, John Reeves, 

Mary Reeves, Melissa Rollins, William Leon Savoy, 

Edna Sweeney, Beth Weise, Billie Whittington, Michael 

Whittington, Jr., Brice Zimmer.  

 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION LAST WEEKEND:  
$10,374.00.   $785.00 of that was received from  

people who contribute through  online banking. The                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

unidentified donations totaled $287.00. We received  

$50.00 for our School Support. 

 

Please support our advertising 

sponsors.  This week we recognize 

O’BRIEN REALTY 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

sponsors.  This week we recognize 

Nick’s of Clinton Please support 
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