The Gift of Prophecy
	-Selections adapted from 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Damian Stayne, Lord, Renew Your Wonders, The Word Among Us Press, 2017. 
-Msgr. Walsh, A Key to Charismatic Renewal, PDF, 1982.

“Earnestly desire the spiritual gifts especially that you may prophesy.”  -I Corinthians 14:1

Prophecy defined: Prophecy is the power to speak God’s message. It has emerged as a new and powerful way for God to influence, direct and console His people. It deals with both the present and the future. It builds up, exhorts, or comforts, and is one of the most desired of the charisms.  

Msgr Walsh: 

“True prophecy edifies and leads to the fruits of the Spirit.  When given at a prayer meeting, the group receives a greater sense of Christ’s presence.  True prophecy touches people’s hearts or gives a clearer understanding of God’s activity among His people.”

The purpose of prophecy is to convince unbelievers (I Cor 14:24-25), instruction and encouragement for believers (14:31), give God’s direction to believers (Acts 13:2), or predict future events (Acts 27:10).

“One who prophesies does speak to human beings, for their building up, encouragement, and solace” -I Corinthians 14:3

Preparing for Prophecy


· God can use anyone to prophesy

Repent: Keep our hearts clean from sin; have the proper motivation. Love should be our first and foremost motivation. Have a detachment from our own personal agendas.

Holy Living: The integrity of what you say in prophecy has to be backed up by how you live. 

Pray: If we are going to give God’s message to others, we need to be in communion and communication with God.

Pray in Tongues: This helps us to be able to gain a greater sense of what God wants to say to us.

Waiting for God’s Word: God’s prophesies are based on scripture and church doctrine. Remember, you are a conduit; not the origin of the Word!

Praise: Praising and worshipping God can release His gifts. It put us in the right frame of mind to receive prophecies.

Expect God to Act: We need to have the faith and confidence that God wants to and does speak to us as He did in the New Testament period of the early Church.

Ask and be Honest: Ask the Lord for His prophecy in humility, detachment, and with the love and concern for Him and for others. Be as honest as you can with discerning His answer.

Thank the Lord: Thanking the Lord for His words keeps us humble and in a right frame of mind. It is not us who gives the Word, but the Lord!

Two Kinds of Prophecy:

· Inspirational words of knowledge: usually in a charismatic prayer meeting; saying what is already known, but because the Lord has prompted you to do so.
· Revelational words of knowledge: saying what could NOT otherwise have been known under the promptings of the Holy Spirit.

 “But if everyone is prophesying, and an unbeliever should come in, he will be convinced by everyone and judged by everyone, and the secrets of his heart will be disclosed, and so he will fall down and worship God, declaring, ‘God is really in your midst’ “. I Corinthians 14:24-25

Revelational Prophecy:



· Shares God’s knowledge: supernatural knowledge shows God knows and desires the details about our lives.
· Shares God’s heart by showing the profound love He has for us; this part is essential.
· Shares God’s wisdom: given by the Spirit for this particular person or group. 

”A complete prophecy combines supernatural knowledge about a person, group, situation with a supernatural revelation of God’s heart; and God’s inspired wisdom revealing how to move forward”.  -Damian Stayne, Lord, Renew Your Wonders, 2017.

How Does Prophecy Come?



· Everyday visions (Jeremiah 1:11-14)
· Supernatural visions (Stephen, Acts 7:55-56)
· Hearing a still small voice, audible voice, (I Samuel 3) sentence or phrase that stays in your mind
· Words a person would not otherwise know
· Watching an event or watching God doing something
· Scriptures (being able to find or quote the right Scripture for a particular situation)
· When speaking publicly in tongues with an interpreter
· Dreams (Joseph in Matthew 2:13)
· 
· Damian Stayne: “Be bold in your faith and your gifts and do not be afraid to show your faith in your work and family life.  Use the time you have now to minister to others!”

