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Chapter 2 What Every Christian Should Know About the Holy Spirit
I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth He dwells with you and will be in you. John 14:16-17
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The disciples of Jesus did not enjoy hearing about the Holy Spirit. It made them uneasy. Today some Christians feel much the same way. The mention of Him makes them uneasy.

The reason the Twelve did not like the idea of the Holy Spirit at first was because it sent a signal to them about Jesuss departure. To the Twelve, the Holy Spirit meant losing Jesus. The initial reference to the Holy Spirit came simultaneously with the mention of Jesus is going away. This was upsetting. After all, the Apostles felt they were at long last getting to understand Jesus himself. They were slowly getting to know some of His ways. They had followed Him for three years. They knew what He looked like. They knew the sound of His voice. They heard His sermons, the parables, the dialogues with the Pharisees and Sadducees. They saw the miracles, the healings. They saw Him walk on water. They were convinced He was the long awaited Messiah who would come. They anticipated Him setting up His kingdom and overthrowing Roman rule at any moment.
But Jesus began to talk about going away. The notion of him going away was puzzling. I wonder if they listened very carefully at all. The reason I say that is because after He was raised from the dead  and  was around for 40 days  the only thing on their minds was: when would Jesus restore the kingdom? If they had truly taken in what Jesus taught, they would not have asked that question. In any case, Jesus did all he could to spoon feed them and break it to them gently as possible that He was going away. His task was to help them to make the transition from the level of nature to the realm of the Spirit and it would not be easy. Any thought of the transition was nowhere in their thinking.

The Holy Spirit Would Take Jesuss Place
Jesus introduced the Holy Spirit to them by carefully telling them it was in their interest that He depart. It is for your good that I am going away. John 16:7 He talked about another Comforter or Counselor coming along. But the very idea of another person did not interest them in the slightest. The Greek word is Paracletus  a word impossible to translate into one word so that it is fully meaningful  whether it be comforter, advocate, helper, or counselor. The word literally means, one who comes along side  which was what Jesus did for the apostles at the natural level. Jesus had indeed come alongside them during those three years. They were very happy with Jesus, Jesus in the flesh. The thought of Him leaving them was confusing, upsetting, and very painful. So the notion of another Paraclete did not bless them at the time. The whole concept of the Holy Spirit was threatening to them.
Do you feel threatened by the Holy Spirit? The disciples of Jesus were threatened by the thought of the Spirit because they liked things just as they were. They were at ease with the idea of Him setting up His kingdom. The word kingdom to them had a good sound. By the end of three years with Jesus these disciples were firmly in their comfort zones. After all, they were quite convinced they would be right in on the new regime. James and John even hoped to sit at Jesuss right hand and left hand in this kingdom. In any case, they looked forward to His kingdom. But they could only think of it at a natural level, even though Jesus clearly said that his kingdom was not something you can see with the naked eye. Luke 17:20  21
So if you feel threatened by the Holy Spirit, is it because you are happy in your comfort zone? Are you afraid of what the Holy Spirit might do to you? What He would require of you? What He might ask you to do? Do you think you will lose something if you make yourself vulnerable and totally open to Him? Are you afraid He will embarrass you? Do you think you will lose your identity? Do you think you might have to change?

Twenty-One Things
There are 21 things every Christian should know about the Holy Spirit. These 21 principles summarize the things the Bible says about the Holy Spirit generally in what Jesus said about the Holy Spirit particularly.


1. The Holy Spirit is God-Never underestimate or take for granted the deity of the Holy Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit in you is God in you. You can worship the Holy Spirit; you can pray to the Holy Spirit; you can sing to the Holy Spirit. And yet there are some sincere Christians who are reluctant to pray or sing to the Holy Spirit. Do not be afraid to talk directly to the Holy Spirit. There is no jealousy or rivalry in the Trinity. The Father is happy and Jesus is happy when you address the Holy Spirit in prayer. After all, the Spirit of God is God the Spirit.

2. The Holy Spirit Is a Person. Jesus Referred to the Holy Spirit As He and Introduced Him As being another Paracletos  which Is what Jesus was.

3. The Holy Spirit is eternal. How much more, then will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God! Hebrews 9:14

4. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of truth. John 14:17
Jesus said of Himself that He is the way and the truth and the life and so equally the Holy Spirit is truth. The Holy Spirit will never mislead you. You do not need to be afraid of Him. He may not be safe, but He is good.

5. The Holy Spirit was involved in Creation. The Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. Genesis 1:2.

6. The Holy Spirit, using people, wrote the Bible.
All Scripture is God-breathed (in-spired) and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness. 2 Timothy 3:16 For prophecy never had its origin in the human will of man, but profits, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 2 Peter 1:21

7. The Holy Spirit is our teacher.
He will teach you all things. John 14:26 you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things as that anointing is real, not counterfeit Remain in Him. 1 John 2:27

8. The Holy Spirit can be grieved.
Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. Ephesians 4:30

You will recall that the Holy Spirit is a person. He can be grieved. What grieves the Holy Spirit? Chiefly, bitterness.  St. Paul says: get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God gave you. Ephesians 4:31-32

9. The Holy Spirit can be quenched.
Do not quench the Spirit. 1 Thessalonians 5:19 do not put out the Spirits fire.
We grieve the Spirit by our relationships with one another  like judging and unforgiveness. We quench the Spirit when we are prejudiced towards the way the Spirit may be manifesting Himself and by not respecting His presence. It is usually fear that lies behind quenching the Holy Spirit. Follow the Holy Spirit by being totally open to him; you will be forever thankful.

10. The Holy Spirit will be the One who convicts.
He will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment. John 16:8
Only the Holy Spirit can make us see our sin, show us the need for righteousness, and the urgency of the gospel  that there is a judgment. A person cannot feel convicted of these things on his or her own.   This is true before and after our conversion. We cannot see our sin or the seriousness of unbelief before our conversion. We are also self-righteous. It requires the Holy Spirit to make us see the painful truth  that we have grieved Him by self-righteousness and unbelief and are going to have to give an account of our lives at the judgment seat of Christ. Even after conversion we must beware of self-righteousness. This is why John said  writing to Christians, if we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.” 1 John 1:8  It is also why it is good to pray the Lords prayer daily  recalling the petition, Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. Luke 11:4 
   
But what is the judgment of which the Spirit promises to convict us? It is a reference to the final day  when the Judge of all the earth shall do right. Genesis 18:25   Satan is the cause of all the evil and injustice in this world. The death of Jesus took Satan by surprise and not only spelled his downfall but also forecast the day of his judgment. Death was defeated by Jesuss death which is why Jesus said, the prince of this world now stands condemned. John 16:11  One day God will openly bring about Satans demise. God will explain the reason for evil and suffering. Everything will be put under Jesuss feet. Satan himself will be thrown into the lake of burning sulfur. Revelation 20:10   The Holy Spirit convicts us of this truth, testifying that Satan stands condemned but also that judgment is coming.
   For this reason, “we all must stand before the judgment seat of Christ and give an account of things done in the body, whether good or evil.” 2 Corinthians 5:10  the Holy Spirit therefore convicts of the final judgment. The effect this should have on us is godly fear.

11. The Holy Spirit is our guide. He will guide you into all truth. John 16:13
Unless you are led to see truth by the Spirit you will never see it. The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him and he cannot understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 1 Corinthians 2:14    Only by the Holy Spirit guiding us can we understand the Bible and then experience the joy of the Spirit.

12. The Holy Spirit speaks only what the Father gives Him to say.
He will not speak on his own; you speak only what He hears. John 16:13
The Holy Spirit continues the same pattern Jesus followed. Jesus said, I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by Himself; He can do only what He sees His Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.” John 5:19

13. The Holy Spirit will predict the future. He will tell you what is yet to come. John 16:13
This is the basis for prophecy.

14. The Holy Spirit will glorify Jesus Christ.

He will bring glory to Me by taking from what is Mine and making it known to you. John 16:14 
There is no jealousy in the Trinity. The Spirit glorifies Christ for who He is; what He said; what He did for us; what He continues to do for us and what He will do.

The Spirit is giving Jesus Christ the honor now that He will receive openly on the last day  “When every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.” Philippians 2:9-11 you cannot praise Jesus too much. It is impossible to heap too much praise on the Lord Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit leads us to praise the Lord Jesus as he deserves, although we all wish we could do better.

15. The Holy Spirit can be blasphemed.
Blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. Matthew 12:31
This is arguably the scariest passage in the New Testament. This is called the unpardonable sin because there is no forgiveness if one blasphemes the Holy Spirit. The unpardonable sin is committed when ones final verdict regarding the gospel is to show contempt for the Spirits testimony  which is to glorify Christ  revealing his deity. One blasphemes the Holy Spirit by finally denying that Jesus is God in the flesh  or saying that Jesus has evil spirit. Mark 3:29-30

16. The Holy Spirit is our reminder.
   He will remind you of everything I have said to you. John 14:26

17. The Holy Spirit gives power.
You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. Acts 1:8 This promise was fulfilled on the day of Pentecost. 
The power of the Holy Spirit was experienced basically in three areas. 
  First, there was a demonstration of supernatural power  that defied a natural explanation. It was heard by their ears, seen with their eyes and felt in their bodies.  
  Second, they were given in her power to grasp what had previously been dark or mysterious. It was not until the Holy Spirit came on them that the disciples came to see the real purpose of Jesus coming to the earth. They now understood that  1.the coming of the Spirit was the fulfillment of Joel 2:28-32;
2. Jesuss death on the cross was no accident but was purposed for our salvation; 3. His resurrection demonstrated who Jesus was  that He is the Son of God; 4. Jesus is now at the right hand of the Father.  5. The Ascension took place to make way for the Holy Spirit; 6. People needed to be forgiven of their sins; and 7. all those who heard Peters sermon could be forgiven and could receive the Holy Spirit if they repented and were baptized. Acts 2:14-39 
   Third, this power meant power to witness. Acts 1:8 connects two things, making them virtually inseparable  power and witnessing. The power was not merely for their enjoyment  although it mustve been thrilling for them all. It is what enabled them to confront thousands of Jews with utter  fearlessness. The St. Peter cowardly denied knowing Jesus to servant girl only seven weeks before was now telling the powerful Jews what they needed to do. In fact, Peters preaching was so effective that the heroes were cut to the heart  something that only the Holy Spirit can do  and asked, What shall we do? Acts 2:37
Paul said that the kingdom of God consists not in talk but in power. 1 Corinthians 4:20  Have no doubt that the power of the Holy Spirit is relevant and available not only for insight and witnessing but also for holy living and other demonstrations of the supernatural.

18. The Holy Spirit manifests His presence  through various spiritual gifts.
   Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good 1 Corinthians 12:7-10


19. The Holy Spirit directs people to Jesus and makes Him real.   He will testify about me. John 15:26
What makes people want to turn to Jesus? The Holy Spirit. What makes Jesus real? The Holy Spirit.  What makes what He did for us  dying on the cross of being raised from the dead  real? The Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit directs people to Jesus. It is the Spirit who makes people see why Jesus died and rose again.

20. The Holy Spirit manifests His presence through various fruit.
  The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Galatians 5:22-23

21 The Holy Spirit gives renewed power.
  After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. Acts 4:31 This event was after Pentecost.  It shows that the same people who were filled on the day of Pentecost were filled again and able to speak with renewed power.
   What happened once can happen many times. This is why Paul wrote, Be filled with the Spirit. Ephesians 5:18 we need to be filled  again and again. 
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