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Fr. K’s  Fr. K’s Korner 

the problem and she was ashamed 

of herself. She felt even worse 
when her students brought her 

Christmas presents, wrapped in 
beautiful ribbons and bright paper, 
except for Teddy’s. His present was 
clumsily wrapped in the heavy, 
brown paper that he got from a 
grocery bag. Mrs. Thompson took 

pains to open it in the middle of the 
other presents. Some of the 
children started to laugh when she 
found a rhinestone bracelet with 
some of the stones missing and a 
bottle that was one quarter full of 

perfume. But she stifled the 
children’s laughter when she 
exclaimed how pretty the bracelet 
was, putting it on, and dabbing 
some of the perfume on her wrist. 
Teddy Stoddard stayed after school 

that day just long enough to say, 
“Mrs. Thompson, today you 
smelled just like my Mom used to.” 
After the children left she cried for 
at least an hour. On that very day, 

she quit teaching reading, and 
writing, and arithmetic. Instead, 
she began to teach children. 

Mrs. Thompson paid particular 
attention to Teddy. As she worked 
with him, his mind seemed to come 

alive. The more she encouraged 
him, the faster he responded. By 
the end of the year, Teddy had 
become one of the smartest 
children in the class and, despite 
her lie that she would love all the 

children the same, Teddy became 
one of her “teacher’s pets.” A year 
later, she found a note under her 
door, from Teddy, telling her that 
she was still the best teacher he 

ever had in his whole life. 

Six years went by before she got 
another note from Teddy. He then 
wrote that he had finished high 
school, third in his class, and she 
was still the best teacher he ever 

had in his whole life. Four years 
after that, she got another letter, 
saying that while things had been 
though at times, he’d stayed in 
school, had stuck with it, and 
would soon graduate from college 

with the highest of honors. He 

How We Treat 
Others 

Her name was Mrs. 

Thompson. As she 
stood in front of her 
5th grade class on 
the very first day of 
school, she told the 
children a lie. Like 

most teachers, she looked at her 
students and said that she loved 
them all the same. But that was 
impossible, because there in the 
front row, slumped in his seat, was 

a little boy named Teddy Stoddard. 

Mrs. Thompson had watched 
Teddy the year before and noticed 
that he didn’t play well with other 
children that his clothes were 
messy and that Teddy could be 
unpleasant. It got to the point 

where Mrs. Thompson would 
actually take delight in marking 
his papers with a broad red pen, 
making bold X’s and then putting a 
big “F” at the top of his papers. 

At the school where Mrs. 
Thompson taught, she was 

required to review each child’s past 
records and she put Teddy’s off 
until last. However, when she 
reviewed his file, she was in for a 

surprise. Teddy’s first grade 
teacher wrote, “Teddy is a bright 
child with a ready laugh. He does 
his work neatly and has good 
manners…he is a joy to be around.” 
His second grade teacher wrote, 

“Teddy is an excellent student, well
-liked by his classmates, but he is 
trouble because his mother has a 
terminal illness and life at home 
must be a struggle.” His third 

grade teacher wrote, “His mother’s 

death had been hard on him. He 
tries to do his best, but his father 
doesn’t show much interest and his 
home life will soon affect him if 
some steps aren’t taken.” Teddy’s 

fourth, grade teacher wrote. “Teddy 
is withdrawn and doesn’t show 
much interest in school. He doesn’t 
have many friends and he 
sometimes sleeps in class.” 

By now, Mrs. Thompson realized 

assured Mrs. Thompson that she 

was still the best and favorite 
teacher he ever had in his whole 

life. 

Then four more years passed and 
yet another letter came. This time 
he explained that after he got his 
bachelor’s degree, he decided to go 
a little further. The letter 

explained that she was still the 
best and favorite teacher he ever 
had. But now his name was alittle 
longer-the letter was signed, 
Theodore F. Stoddard, MD. The 
story doesn’t end there. You see, 

there was yet another letter that 
spring. Teddy said he’d met this 
girl and was going to be married. 
He explained that his father had 
died a couple of years ago and he 
was wondering if Mrs. Thompson 

might agree to sit in the place at 
the wedding that was usually 
reserved for the mother of the 
groom. Of course, Mrs. Thompson 
did. And guess what? She wore 

that bracelet, the one with several 
rhinestones missing. And she made 
sure she was wearing the perfume 

that Teddy remembered his mother 
wearing on their last Christmas 
together. They hugged each other, 

and Dr. Stoddard whispered in 
Mrs. Thompson’s ear, “Thank you, 
Mrs. Thompson, for believing in 
me. Than you so much for making 
me feel important and showin me 
that I could make a difference.”  

Mrs. Thompson, with tears in her 
eyes, whispered back. She said, 
“Teddy, you have it all wrong. You 
were the one who taught me that I 
could make a difference. I didn’t 

know how to teach until I met you.” 

Warm someone’s heart today…pass 
this along. Please remember that 
wherever you go, and whatever you 
do, you will have the opportunity to 
touch and/or change a person’s 

outlook. Please try to do it in a 
positive way. “Friends are angels 
who life us to our feet when our 
wings have trouble remembering 
how to fly.” 
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December 29th &  30th Ministers of the Liturgy 

 6:00 PM 8:30 AM 10:30 AM 

EMHC 

Paul Centkowski 

Norm DeBuck 

*Theda Conroy 

Margot Shields 

*David Todd 

Maria Todd 

Kathy Boyer 

Judy Cupp 

Mary McLaughlin 

Monica VonGerichten 

*Nick Rolling 

Celisa Rolling 

John Bleecker IV 

Joe Flange 

Louis Kovach 

Carolyn Larkin 

Lector Shirley Thompson Coby Dore Colette McClinton 

Altar 

Server 
Chloe Christopherson 

Ronnie Shaffer 

Nicholas Oxender 

Michael Oxender 

Katie Nguyen 

Kiera Nguyen 

 Readings Mass Intentions Parish Events 

Saturday  

December 22nd 

1 Sm 1:24-28 

1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd [cf. 1a] 

Lk 1:46-56 

  6:00 PM  Clyde & Peg Chartier † 

      rb  son, Mike & Diane Chartier 

  8:00 AM  Rosary 

10:00 AM  CYO 

12:00 PM  Children’s Bell practice 

  8:00 PM  AA 

Sunday 

December 23rd 

4th Sunday  

of Advent 

Mi 5:1-4a 

Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 [4] 

Heb 10:5-10 

Lk 1:39-45 

  8:30 AM  Magda Bernath † 

      rb  Betty & Henry Kurczewski 

10:30 AM  Neva Wisniewski † 

      rb  husband, Ted 

NO ECP 

NO Youth Group 
 

10:00 AM  CYO 

11:00 AM  AA   

Monday 

December 24th 

Christmas Eve 

2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 

Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29 [2] 

Lk 1:67-79 

  4:00 PM  Youth of the Parish 

 

11:00 PM  The Parish 

Christmas Eve 

No 8 am Mass 

Offices Closed 

No Faith Formation 
 

  4:00 PM Children’s Mass 

11:00 PM Christmas Vigil 

Tuesday 

December 25th 

The Nativity of 

the Lord  

 

Is 52:7-10 

Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 [3c] 

Heb 1:1-6 

Jn 1:1-18  

  8:30 AM  Deceased Bishops, 

Priests, Deacons & Religious of 

the Diocese 
 

10:30 AM  Living Bishops, Priests, 

Deacons & Religious of the 

Diocese 

Christmas 
 

Mass at 8:30 am & 10:30 am 
 

Offices Closed 
 

  6:00 PM Rosary 

Wednesday 

December 26th 

St. Stephen 

Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59 

Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 & 8ab, 16bc &17  

Mt 10:17-22 

 

 

No 8:00 am Mass 

Offices Closed 
 

  7:00 PM  AA 

  8:00 PM  CYO 

Thursday 

December 27th 

St. John 

1 Jn 1:1-4 

Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 [12] 

Jn 20:1a, 2-8 

  8:00 AM  Rev Thomas Esper 

      rb  the parish 

10:00 AM  Blood Drive 

  5:00 PM  CYO 

  6:00 PM   Prayer & Intercession 

Friday 

December 28th 

The Holy 

Innocents 

1 Jn 1:5-2:2 

Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7cd-8 [7] 

Mt 2:13-18 

  8:00 AM  Todd Atchinson † 

      rb  his dad, Kurt 

  5:00 PM  CYO 

  7:30 PM  AA 

Saturday  

December 29th 

St. Thomas Becket 

1 Jn 2:3-11 

Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6 [11a] 

Lk 2:22-35 

  6:00 PM  Harry Zoller &  

Ted Smolinski 

      rb  Sophia Zoller 

  8:00 AM  Rosary 

10:00 AM  CYO 

  8:00 PM  AA 

Sunday  

December 

30thThe Holy 

Family 

1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28 

Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10 [cf. 5a] 

1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24 

Lk 2:41-52 

  8:30 AM  Harry Zoller & 

Ted Smolinski 

      rb  Sophia Zoller 
 

10:30 AM  Loretta Lee † 

      rb  Joyce, Darlene & family 

NO ECP 

NO Youth Group 
 

10:00 AM  CYO 

10:30 AM  Baptism 

11:00 AM  AA   

We Pray for the  
Repose of the Soul of 

 

Edward Charles Pieche 
 

We extend our deepest sympathy 

and prayers to family and friends.  



Page 4 

St Anthony Catholic Church                                                         409 W. Columbia Ave., Belleville, MI 48111 

Our Friends, Family and 
Loved Ones . . .  
 

Jerry Cotner 

Prayer Community 
 

Rosary   

Tuesdays             6:00 PM 

Wednesdays/Cedar Woods      10:30 AM 

Weekdays after morning Mass  

                  (when leaders are available) 
 

Divine Mercy Chaplet 
Weekdays before morning Mass 
 

End Abortion  
Saturdays             8:00 AM 
 

Prayer Request Line 
Call 697.7424 or 697.4064 

 
 
 

Schedule of Masses 
Saturday: 6:00 PM 

 Sunday: 8:30 AM, 10:30 AM  

Daily: Monday - Friday 8:00 AM 

*Holy days:  8:00 AM and 7:00 PM* 

National Holidays: 9:00 AM 

 

Reconciliation 
(Confession)  

Saturday 4:30-5:30 PM 

and by private arrangement. 

DIRECTORY 
stanthonybelleville.com 

 

PASTOR 
 Fr. John Kiselica 

 

PASTORAL MINISTRY 
 Rev. Mr. John Burke 

 

FAITH FORMATION 699-3373 
DRE:  Joyce Hansen 

 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY  699-3373 
Youth Minister:  Jenifer Cwiek 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY  476-5842 
Music Director:  Barb Tritten 

 

RECTORY OFFICE  697-1211 
409 W. Columbia Avenue 

Business Manager:  Cynthia Weipert 
stanthony48111@yahoo.com 

 

BULLETIN EDITOR 
Tee Dore, stanthony.teedore@gmail.com 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 
Frank Trupiano, 699-9627 

 

COMMISSIONS 
 

Leadership Team 
stanthonyleadershipteam@yahoo.com 

 

Art LaChapelle, President 
Mickey Dore, Vice President 

Phil LeBar, Secretary 
Starr Burke, Worship Commission Rep 

Sharon Manier, Fianace Commission Rep 
Jennifer Burger, Education Rep 

 

Worship Commission 
Starr Burke, 697-7517 

 

New Evangelization Commission 
Mickey Dore, 123mickeyd@gmail.com 

 

PARISH COMMITTEES & GROUPS 
 

Catholic Social Action 
Crisis Pregnancy Hotline, 800-Bethany 

Domestic Violence Hotline, 800-799-4355 
Project Rachel Ministry, 888-722-4355 

 

CYO (Youth Athletics) 
Leonard Szweda, 699-3519 

 

Knights of Columbus 
William Alati, 347-0426 

 

Men’s Club/Ushers 
Leonard Szweda, 699-3519 

 

Natural Family Planning 
Rachel Faitel, 697-2988 

 

RCIA 
Carol Uhal, 485-7544 

Darrel Recker, 572-0157 
 

St. Theresa Circle 

Betty Kurczewski, 699-2608 
 

Strawberry Festival 
Sharon Pokerwinski, 461-0989 

 

St. Vincent de Paul 
Contact Rectory, 697-1211 

 

Welcome Team 
Jack Mills, 697-7637 

Mary Stephanie Palazzolo, 313-282-8266 
 

Scouting 
American Heritage Girls,  

Angela Vinarcik, 697-7756 
Boy Scouts, Jeff Smith, 699-7994 

Cub Scouts, Misty Myers, 512-3487 

 

Archdiocese of Detroit: www.aodonline.org 
 

FORMED log in: 
stanthonybelleville.formed.org 

PARISH MISSION 

STATEMENT 
 

The Faith Community of 

St. Anthony Parish, 

Belleville, open to the 

Spirit as disciples of 

Jesus Christ, envision 

our mission as 

Proclaiming, Witnessing 

and Celebrating the 

Kingdom of God among 

us through Service, 

Healing and  

Reconciling Love. 

 

For Those who serve  overseas . . . 
 

Lieutenant Conlan Kastanias 

Lieutenant Noah Christians 

Lieutenant Red Powell 

Marine Corps Cody S. Pratt 

Marine Corps David A. Gurunian 

Master Sgt, Daniel Babcock 

PFC Michael C. Davis 

PFC Zach Rhodes 

SPC Lawrence J. Maples, Sr. 

SPC Travis Weber 

Staff Sergeant Alejandro Gonzalez 

Staff Sergeant Theresa Gonzalez 
 

The prayer list is updated monthly.  

To continue prayers or to add the 

names of your loved ones, please 

contact the parish office. 
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Year End Giving  
and Taxes 
 

For year end contributions to be 

posted to your 2018 statement, 

they must be received in the 

rectory by January 4, 2019. Also, 

all checks and offertory envelopes 

to be posted to your 2018 

statement must be dated 2018. 
 

If you donated more the $100 in 

the 2018 calendar year, you will 

automatically receive a statement 

in January. If you donated less 

than $100 but would like a 

statement please contact the 

rectory and on will be provided for 

you. 
 

 

CSA Contributions 

Thank you again for those who 

helped the parish meet its 2018 

CSA goal. Statements for 

contributions of $250 or more are 

mailed out by the CSA office. If you 

contributed less than $250, and 

would like a statement, please 

contact the CSA office at 313-237-

5768 to request a statement 

Come early to the 11:00 pm Christmas 

Eve Mass.  Beginning at 10:30 pm the 

choir will present 30 minutes of 

Christmas carols leading up to the Mass. 

Come early and enjoy this wonderful 

event. 

St. Anthony  
Catholic Church 
Blood Drive 

 

Thursday 

December 27, 2018 

1:00  pm to 7:00 pm 

To make an appointment 

Call 313-549-7043 

or 

Email redcrossblood.org 

Enter sponsor code:  

bellevilleloop 

 

You may pre-read all the materials 

& answer the questionnaire before 

arriving for your appointment by 

logging in a redcrossblood.org/

rapidpass to save time. 
 

For more information, please see 

the flyers at all the entrances. 

St. Anthony Men’s Club 

First Annual 

Super Bowl TV Raffle! 

 

Tickets are $5 per ticket 

Drawing will be held January 14, 2019 

 

Please see any Men’s Club member for 

more details or to buy tickets  

or call Len Szweda 699-3519 
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Do you know someone who 

would like to: 

 

 Learn more about the Catholic 

Faith? 

 Return home to the Church 

and more actively practice his/

her faith? 

 Prepare for Baptism? 

 Join the Catholic Church 

community? 

 Have other needs, requests or 

questions addressed? 
  

Or perhaps this describes you? 

Every year, the Catholic Church 

welcomes thousands of new 

members and returning members 

through the process of RCIA (Rite 

of Christian Initiation of Adults). 

Call Darrel Recker (572-0157)) or 

Carol Uhal (485-7544) for 

information about how to get 

started! 

The semester is wrapping up. Our young disciples here at St. Anthony 

have grown so much! We have tackled some heavy topics like life after 

death, celebrating the saints, and how to unwrap the Advent season 

fully! 
 

Please note that next semester we will not be  continuing Open Youth 

Room on a weekly basis. But more fun will be had! 
 

If there is anything you need,  

please do not hesitate to contact me.   
 

jenifercwiek@gmail.com  

734-674-8650 
 

I look forward to serving you in any way I can!  

Sometimes life can seem very disappointing and without direction.  We 

ask, why do bad things happen and how do we make sense of this?  Today, 

the fourth Sunday of Advent, we learn that Mary’s steadfastness in her 

belief of the Lord is a model for our own lives.  God promised Mary that she 

would be the mother of the Savior and this came true.  He promised the 

Israelites that he would bring them a Savior and this came true.  God also 

has a plan for each of our lives.  It may be different from the life that we 

expect or long for right now but God’s plan for us is every bit as real as the 

promises he made to Mary and the Israelites.   
 

What kind of person do you want to become? Do you doubt God’s presence 

in your lives? Or do you believe God has a plan and a future for you?  What 

gift do we have within us that others can see lived out in our lives? 
 

Tomorrow we celebrate the coming of Jesus into the world!  We welcome 

Jesus into our hearts and give thanks and praise to God for his coming.  

My family has several traditions we observe for the Christmas season.  

Yes, Christmas is more than just one day.  It lasts until the Baptism of 

Jesus a few weeks from now.  One tradition is keeping our decorations up 

until after the Baptism of Jesus to remind us that we are still in the 

Christmas season until then. 
 

Another tradition we follow is keeping Christmas Eve day a meatless day.  

Our family dinner that night comes from an Italian tradition called “The 

Feast of the Seven Fishes”.  It is tradition that the evening meal consists of 

pasta with a meatless sauce followed by a course of seven fishes.  When my 

grandparents were alive we always had the seven “traditional” fishes for 

that feast, but today my family has changed some of the fish choices.  The 

reasoning behind the seven fishes is that it is said that it took seven days 

for the wise men to find the Baby Jesus and those seven fishes represent 

those seven days. 
 

I would like to take the time to wish each and every one of you a Blessed 

Christmas season filled with family and friends and sharing the joy of the 

season.      
 

Joyce Hansen 

Sharing the Gospel 
 

How can you show you love God? 

Instead of keeping all of your 

clothes and food, share some with 

people who don't have any. Be 

happy and thankful for all God has 

given you. When you love God 

more than money, you'll be happy 

to share.  

Prayer 
 

Dear God, help me to share happily 

with others. 
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