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Fr. K’s  Fr. K’s Korner 

faith, is essentially a “dislocating” 

God who says, “Go from your 

country … to a land that I will 

show you (Gen. 21:1).  The call of 

Abraham was the call to Mary and 

Joseph, and it comes to us on 

Christmas night. 
 

All the many journeys of Scripture 

look in the end to the great journey 

which lies at the heart of biblical 

religion – not a physical journey 

but a spiritual journey.  It’s the 

journey out of the world of what 

seems to be, into the world of what 

is.  Insofar as we make that 

journey, we succeed in returning to 

Paradise, which is the goal of all 

our journeying. 
 

One of the seeming stars not just of 

the Christmas story but of world 

history is the Roman emperor, 

Caesar Augustus.  He’s mentioned 

in the Gospels – he’s remembered 

as the greatest of the Roman 

Emperors, the one who (they said) 

brought peace to the world and was 

a true savior of the people.  With 

his immense wealth and military 

might, Augustus was power 

personified.  He could even order a 

census of his entire empire to count 

those who belonged to him.  The 

world belonged to Augustus – or so 

it seemed. 

 

Each person has 

made a journey to 

b e  h e r e  f o r 

Christmas Mass – 

some from near, 

some from far.  The 

Christmas story is 

filled with journeys.  We have the 

story of Joseph and Mary’s journey 

to Bethlehem for the census.  We 

have the journey of the shepherds 

to see the baby Jesus.  We have the 

journey of the angels to earth to 

make their proclamation and sing 

their praises before returning to 

heaven.  And, of course, there is 

the baby Jesus’ journey from 

divinity to humanity, from the 

womb into the light. 
 

But it’s not just the Christmas 

story that is filled with journeys.  

So too is the Bible – and for a very 

good reason.  In Scripture, journey 

is the prime metaphor for 

discipleship, the relationship 

between God and us.  The real God 

never leaves us where and as we 

are – but calls us instead to leave 

what is familiar and set out on a 

journey that takes us into the 

unknown.  Now a journey is more 

than moving from one location to 

another.  Literally, then, it’s a 

“dislocation”, and that can involve 

a wrench, even a painful wrench.  

The God of Abraham, our father in 

Into that world of power, where 

Caesar seems to rule, comes the 

baby Jesus – born in a backwater 

village at the edge of the Empire 

that doesn’t seem to matter; born 

to a poor and weak family that 

doesn’t seem important.  Yet, in 

the world that is, it’s not Caesar 

who ultimately brings peace, but 

the baby.  It’s not Caesar, but the 

baby who is the savior; it’s not 

Caesar, but the baby to whom the 

world belongs. 
 

Christmas says forever that in 

reality, it’s not power that prevails 

but weakness: not wealth that 

prevails but poverty; not violence 

that prevails but peace; not fear 

but love. 
 

Today, we come into the church on 

a spiritual journey: out of illusion 

into truth; out of the world that 

seems to be into the world that is, 

out of darkness into light.  As we 

make our journey, we (like the 

shepherds) see the heavens open 

and we catch a glimpse of 

Paradise, our true home, the goal 

of all our journeying.  That is why 

the song of the angels becomes our 

song:  “Glory to God in the highest 

and peace to His people on earth.”  

God bless you with a very ‘Merry 

Christmas”!     

Christmas 
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At last, Christmas is here!  On this joyful day, we celebrate that God cared for us enough to send his Son.  Through 

this baby, God saved us and repaired our relationship with him.  Having been presented with such a great gift, we 

rejoice with the shepherds and angels.  As followers of Jesus, we can’t keep this news to ourselves.  At the 

Christmas season, our rejoicing includes considering how we let others know of God’s love. 
 

Remember Christmas is a season, not just one day.  Keeping your Christmas decorations up until the Baptism of 

Jesus is worth the misunderstanding of non-Catholics that don’t understand the whole Christmas season.  This 

holy season provides time for us to immerse ourselves in the mysteries of God’s eternal love and our responsibility 

for ourselves and others and the way in which faith and life intersect through decisions we make.   
 

Christmas blessings to you and your family this holy season! 
 

Joyce Hansen 

The Welcome Team would like to 

thank the parishioners for their 

generous contributions this year. 
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