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Fr. K’s  Two Journeys  

In the spring of 1927, a 

shy young man 

climbed into a small, 

single-engine plane in 

New York. The plane 

taxied down the 

runway and then lifted 

into the air. Thirty 

hours later the young man landed 

his plane in Paris. As he taxied to a 

stop, thousands of people surged 

forward from all directions, almost 

crushing the young man and his 

plane. Charles Lindbergh became 

the first person to fly non-stop 

across the Atlantic Ocean.  Days 

later President Calvin Coolidge 

had the famous pilot and his 

famous plane, the Spirit of St. 

Louis, put aboard a ship, the U.S. 

Memphis, and brought home to a 

hero’s welcome in New York City. 
 

Writing about the adventure later, 

Lindbergh recalled two exciting 

episodes. One occurred as he 

neared Europe. Spotting a fishing 

boat in the ocean, he flew low over 

it, switched off his engine, and 

shouted at the top of his voice, 

asking directions. But the 

fishermen couldn’t understand 

him. So, he continued on in the 

direction he thought was right. 

Fortunately, it was. 
 

The second episode occurred a few 

days after his history-making 

crossing. Lindbergh had flown to 

England for something and was 

returning to France. But the 

visibility was bad, and he was 

having a hard time navigating, 

using only ground landmarks. 

Suddenly he spotted a plane ahead 

of him. Assuming it was on its way 

to Paris, he caught up with it and 

followed it. Fortunately, the plane 

was on its way to Paris, and he 

arrived safely at his destination. 
 

As we reflect on the adventurous 

trip of Charles Lindbergh, we find 

that we have a lot in common with 

him.  We too are on a journey. We 

are journeying through life on our 

way to our Father in heaven. Like 

Lindbergh, we feel we know the 

way and can reach our destination.  

But like Lindbergh, we sometimes 

lose our way temporarily. We 

become lost and need help. When 

this happened to Lindbergh, he 

turned to a boat full of fishermen, 

but they couldn’t help him. 

Fortunately, he managed without 

them. He was lucky (“Lucky 

Lindy”!). He also sought help by 

following another plane, which he 

hoped was going to Paris. 

Fortunately, it was, and he made it 

back safely.  
 

It’s right here that our situation 

b e c o m e s  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m 

Lindbergh’s. When he became lost 

and needed help, he had no one he 

could turn to. He had to rely on his 

own ingenuity and a certain 

amount of luck. In our situation, 

however, we have sure guidance 

that we can rely on at every 

moment in our journey.  And that 

sure guidance is none other than 

Jesus Christ. He has made the 

journey before us and knows the 

way. And He can guide us on every 

step of our journey to the Father.          
 

This explains Jesus’ words in our 

Gospel this weekend, when He 

says, “I am the way and the truth 

and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me.” Jesus 

is our guide on our journey through 

life to the Father. Apart from Him 

there is no other sure guide. 

Moreover, we know that He will 

never let us down. “Whoever 

follows me,” Jesus said, “will not 

walk in darkness, but will have the 

light of life.”  (John 8:12)  
 

This brings me to a second point 

about Jesus. He is not only the 

“way” to the Father but also the 

“truth” about the Father. In this 

day and age, when there is so much 

confusion about God, it’s a great 

gift to be able to turn to Jesus and 

learn the truth; that God isn’t an 

uncaring force, but a loving, 

merciful Father. 
 

And this brings me to the third and 

final point about Jesus. Not only is 

He the “way” to the Father and the 

“truth” about the Father; He also 

contains within Himself the very 

“life” of the Father. Our journey is 

not just a journey in this life. It is a 

journey into another life. It is a 

journey into eternal life. And we 

could never make that journey if 

we did not receive from Jesus 

Christ the seed of eternal life in 

baptism. Through baptism, Jesus 

makes it possible for us to die to 

our own life of sin and to rise to a 

new life with Him. 
 

And this brings me to each one of 

us reading these words today. 

What can we do to thank Jesus – 

who is the way, the truth, and the 

life – for all He has done for us? 
 

First of all, we can follow Jesus, 

who is the way to the Father, even 

when we don’t feel like it. Jesus 

said, “If anyone wishes to come 

after me, he must deny himself and 

take up his cross daily and follow 

me.”  (Luke 9:23)  
 

Second, we can grow in our 

knowledge of Jesus, who is the 

truth about the Father.  Jesus 

said, “Whoever has seen me has 

seen the Father. I am in the Father 

and the Father is in me.”   

(John 14:9-10)  
 

Finally, we can receive Jesus, who 

is the life of the Father, into our 

beings.  Jesus said, “Whoever eats 

my flesh and drinks my blood has 

eternal life, and I will raise him on 

the last day.”  (John 6:54)  
 

In brief, then, Jesus is the way, the 

truth, and the life.  No one comes 

to the Father except through Him. 
 

God bless you.   
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PARISH MISSION 
STATEMENT 

 

The Faith Community of 

St. Anthony Parish, 

Belleville, open to the 

Spirit as disciples of 

Jesus Christ, envision 

our mission as 

Proclaiming, Witnessing 

and Celebrating the 

Kingdom of God among 

us through Service, 

Healing and  

Reconciling Love. 

Our Friends, Family and 
Loved Ones . . .  
 

Christopher Hall 

Kitty Chudzinski 

Margot Shields 

Joshua Lowery family 

Jonathan McKenzie 

Mary Talaga 

Marti Brown 

Betty Kurczewski 

Joan Huziak 

Jim Whittico 

Carol Sobecki 

Carol Luscomb 

Emily Greca Henson 

Gina Simpson 

Jane Atchinson 

Leona Harris 

Theda Conroy 

For Those who serve  overseas . . . 
 

Lieutenant Red Powell 

Marine Corps Cody S. Pratt 

Master Sgt, Daniel Babcock 

PFC Michael C. Davis 

PFC Zach Rhodes 

SPC Lawrence J. Maples, Sr. 

SPC Travis Weber 

Staff Sergeant Alejandro Gonzalez 

Staff Sergeant Theresa Gonzalez 
 

The prayer list is updated monthly.  

To continue prayers or to add the 

names of your loved ones, please 

contact the parish office. 

Do you know someone who 

would like to: 

 

• Learn more about the Catholic 

Faith? 

• Return home to the Church 

and more actively practice his/

her faith? 

• Prepare for Baptism? 

• Join the Catholic Church 

community? 

• Have other needs, requests or 

questions addressed? 
  

Or perhaps this describes you? 
 

Every year, the Catholic Church 

welcomes thousands of new 

members and returning members 

through the process of RCIA (Rite 

of Christian Initiation of Adults). 

Call Darrel Recker (572-0157)) or 

Carol Uhal (485-7544) for 

information about how to get 

started! 

We Pray for the  
Repose of the Soul of 

 

Richard Willet 
 

We extend our deepest sympathy 

and prayers to family and friends.  

DIRECTORY 
stanthonybelleville.com 

 

PASTOR 

 Fr. John Kiselica 
 

PASTORAL MINISTRY 

 Rev. Mr. John Burke 516-1406 

 

RECTORY OFFICE  697-1211 

409 W. Columbia Avenue 

Business Manager:  Cynthia Weipert 

cweipert@stanthonybelleville.com 
 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION 

Teresa (Tee) Dore 699-3373 

tdore@stanthonybelleville.com 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY  476-5842 

Music Director:  Barb Tritten 

 

BULLETIN EDITOR 

Tee Dore, tdore@stanthonybelleville.com 
 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Frank Trupiano, 699-9627 
 

 

Worship Commission 

Starr Burke, 697-7517 
 

New Evangelization Commission 

Mickey Dore, 123mickeyd@gmail.com 
 
 

PARISH COMMITTEES & GROUPS 
 

Catholic Social Action 

Crisis Pregnancy Hotline, 800-Bethany 

Domestic Violence Hotline, 800-799-4355 

Project Rachel Ministry, 888-722-4355 

 

CYO (Youth Athletics) 

Leonard Szweda, 699-3519 

 

Knights of Columbus 

William Alati, 347-0426 
 

Men’s Club/Ushers 

Leonard Szweda, 699-3519 
 

Natural Family Planning 

Rachel Faitel, 395-5624 

 

RCIA 

Carol Uhal, 485-7544 

Darrel Recker, 572-0157 
 

St. Anthony Marriage Enrichment (SAME) 

Rachel Faitel 395-5624 
 

St. Theresa Circle 

Betty Kurczewski, 699-2608 
 

St. Vincent de Paul 

Contact Rectory, 697-1211 
 

Welcome Team 

Linda LeBlanc, 262-5008 

Carol Ann Pesta 697-0500 
 

Scouting 

American Heritage Girls,  

Angela Vinarcik, 697-7756 

Boy Scouts, Jeff Smith, 699-7994 

Cub Scouts, Misty Myers, 512-3487 

 

Archdiocese of Detroit: www.aod.org 
 

FORMED log in: 

stanthonybelleville.formed.org 
 

Regular Office hours: 

Monday - Thursday 9 am to 3 pm 
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION 
Teresa Dore 734-699-3373 

The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
52 Sundays 

 

EXPLORE THE SUNDAY GOSPEL  
Jesus the Way to the Father  John Chapter 14 verses 1-12 
   

MEET OUR EXTENDED FAMILY  
The Blessed Virgin Mary (Feast Day January 1) FIRST CENTURY 
 

Mary is the mother of Jesus, the Son of God. She was conceived 

without sin to her parents St. Joachim and St. Anne, and she 

was married to St. Joseph. The Church celebrates the following 

events of her life: her Immaculate Conception (December 8), the 

visit by the angel Gabriel, who told her she would become Jesus’ 

mother (March 25), her visit to her cousin Elizabeth who was 

pregnant with John the Baptist (May 31), and her Assumption 

into heaven (August 15). All of these are celebrated as feast days 

in the liturgical year. Mary is our spiritual Mother and is 

considered the Queen of Heaven. Mary prays on our behalf to 

her son Jesus. She is the patron saint of all humanity.   
 

FAMILY PRAYER  
The Magnificat 
Pray the Magnificat together. This is the canticle of Mary. In 

Scripture, the hymn is found after the jubilant meeting of Mary, 

pregnant with Jesus, and her relative Elizabeth, pregnant with 

John the Baptist. Recite the prayer or find a sung version of the 

prayer.  
 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,  

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,  

for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
 

From this day all generations will call me blessed:  

the Almighty has done great things for me,  

and holy is his Name. 
 

He has mercy on those who fear him  

in every generation. 
 

He has shown the strength of his arm,  

he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,  

and has lifted up the lowly. 
 

He has filled the hungry with good things,  

and the rich he has sent away empty. 
 

He has come to the help of His servant Israel  

for he has remembered his promise of mercy,  

the promise he made to our fathers,  

to Abraham and his children forever. 
 

Amen. 
 

Pax, 

Teresa 

Saturday  

May 9th 

Acts 13:44-52 

Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [3cd] 

Jn 14:7-14 

Sunday 

May 10th 

5th Sunday of 

Easter 

Acts 6:1-7 

Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19 [22] 

1 Pt 2:4-9 

Jn 14:1-12 

Monday 

May 11th 

Acts 14:5-18 

Ps 115:1-2, 3-4, 15-16 [1ab] 

Jn 14:21-26 

Tuesday 

May 12th 

St. Pancras  

Acts 14:19-28 

Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 21 [cf. 12] 

Jn 14:27-31a 

Wednesday 

May 13th 

Our Lady of 

Fatima  

Acts 15:1-6 

Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5 [cf. 1] 

Jn 15:1-8 

Thursday 

May 14th 

St. Matthias  

Acts 1:15-17, 20-26 

Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [8] 

Jn 15:9-17 

Friday 

May 15th 

Acts 15:22-31 

Ps 57:8-9, 10 and 12 [10a] 

Jn 15:12-17 

Saturday  

May 16th 

Armed Forces 

Day  

Acts 16:1-10 

Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5 [2a] 

Jn 15:18-21 

Sunday 

May 17th 

6th Sunday of 

Easter 

Acts 8:5-8, 14-17 

Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20 [1] 

1 Pt 3:15-18 

Jn 14:15-21 

This Week’s Readings 


