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Fr. K’s  THE PAGAN NEXT DOOR  

Gladys was blind 

from birth. Yet, here 

she was in college, 

doing well in all her 

studies. She could 

f i n d  h e r  w a y 

anywhere on campus 

unaided, except when she was 

in a hurry. Then one of her 

classmates would help. One 

night the electricity went off. 

The dormitory was pitch dark. 

The girls were groping their 

way, stumbling and bumping 

into each other along the 

hallways. But Gladys was in 

her element. From living in 

perpetual darkness, she was 

able to lead the other girls 

safely and surely wherever they 

wanted to go. Gladys really 

came into her own that night. 
 

This Sunday’s Gospel tells of 

another woman who was 

handicapped and came into her 

own when she met Jesus. The 

Canaanite woman had the 

handicap of not being a Jew. 

She belonged to a nation that 

was not only pagan but a long-

time enemy of the Jewish 

people. Yet, here she is crying 

out to Christ to save her 

daughter possessed by a devil. 
 

This Canaanite mother is a 

pagan. She knows little or 

nothing of the one, true God. 

Evidently, however, she had 

heard of Christ’s miracles. She 

cried out: “Have mercy on me, O 

Lord, Son of God.” (“Lord” here 

does not mean God; it means 

more like the word “Sir” as we 

use it.) In a word this mother 

did not believe that Jesus was 

God, but that He was some 

unusual person with unusual 

powers. 
 

The disciples wanted to send 

her away. Even Jesus put her 

off. But this clever and 

persistent mother would not 

give up. She cried out: “Lord, 

help me.” She even argues that 

she will be satisfied with 

crumbs if she cannot receive a 

whole piece of bread. Jesus 

praises her faith and cures her 

daughter instantly.   
 

There are over a billion people 

like her in the world. In the 

United States, although 98% 

declare they believe in God only 

50% pay any official attention to 

Him. We should be concerned, 

of course, about these many 

millions who never met Christ. 

But I would like to zero in on 

the individual, like the 

Canaanite mother, who does not 

belong to the family of God, but 

who, like her, is open to Christ 

and His Church. 
 

Every one of us knows some 

individual, a neighbor, co-

w o r k e r ,  r e l a t i v e ,  w h o 

apparently pays little or no 

attention to God. They are not 

necessarily bad people. In fact, 

t h e y  m a y  e v e n  h a v e 

outstanding natural virtues, 

like honesty and kindness. But 

they are strangers to Christ. 
 

We can do many things for 

them: sincerely and regularly 

ask Christ to draw them to 

Himself; offer a Mass for them; 

talk to Jesus about them in 

prayer; show them an article of 

interest in our Sunday bulletin 

or newspaper; invite them to 

some special service like 

Chr is tmas  Mass ,  F i rs t 

Communion, Easter. Above all, 

show them that Christ means a 

lot to you. He should mean a lot 

to them; He shed His blood for 

all people. In the words of an 

old version of today’s Opening 

Prayer (i.e., the “Collect”): “Ever

-loving Father, Your Eternal 

care extends to the hearts of all 

who live.” Do not push away the 

unbeliever, as the disciples did.  

Instead, bring them to Christ. 
 

God bless you.     
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Everyday 
Stewardship 

 

The Challenge of 
Stewardship 

 

Every day we are called by Christ 

to respond in some way. The more 

practice we have at giving of 

ourselves freely and living in His 

presence, the easier it is to discern 

that call. Once we hear the call, 

the choice is ours: will we respond 

with yes or no? We could say that 

we are not required to say yes 

because God has given us free will. 

However, our response speaks 

much to where we are in our 

maturity of faith. When we were 

children, the word “no” used to be 

one of our favorites. If we continue 

to say that as we get older, well, 

that says something about where 

we are in our walk with the Lord. 

If we truly are disciples of Jesus 

Christ and are serious about 

growing in our faith, we will say 

“yes.” We are not required to say 

yes, but we say yes because that is 

who we have become. 
 

This is the challenge of a 

stewardship way of life. Have we 

matured enough to say yes when 

God calls, regardless of how much 

our answer may cost us? What 

matters more to us: what it will 

cost us or our relationship with 

Jesus?  Some days we will easily 

be able to say yes. The grace and 

love he gives us will be plenty to 

see us through whatever situation 

in which we find ourselves. 

However, we are imperfect beings 

and there will be days when we are 

more into ourselves than him. It is 

on those days that we find 

ourselves at a true crossroads of a 

challenge. The choice is always 

ours. Hopefully, our faith will be 

strong enough. His call is never for 

his own sake. He calls us because 

the world he created and the 

Church he instituted need us. 

They wait just as he does for our 

response. 
 

– Tracy Earl Welliver  
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August 22nd & 23rd Ministers of the Liturgy 

 6:00 PM 8:30 AM 10:30 AM 

EMHC Enrica Hensley 

Lynn Williams 

Tony Pappas 

Jason Sterly 

Teresita Acosta 

Louis Kovach 

Lector Laura Abney Lori Ridder Colette McClinton 

 Readings Mass Intentions 

Saturday  

August 15th 

Assumption of 

the Blessed 

Virgin Mary 

Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab 

Ps 45:10, 11, 12, 16 [10bc] 

1 Cor 15:20-27 

Lk 1:39-56 

  6:00  Francesca Coccimiglio ♥ 
healing & remission 

    rb  Barb Coccimiglio-Brown 

Sunday 

August 16th 

20th Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

Is 56:1, 6-7 

Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [4] 

Rom 11:13-15, 29-32 

Mt 15:21-28 

  8:30 AM  Fr. John Hollowell † 

      rb  the parish 
 

10:30 AM  Todd Atchinson † 

      rb  Kurt Atchinson & 

Jayne Atchinson, his parents 

Monday 

August 17th 

Ez 24:15-24 

Dt 32:18-19, 20, 21 [cf. 18a] 

Mt 19:16-22 

  8:00 AM  Leigh Dalian † 
     rb  Grandma Howard 

Tuesday 

August 18th 

Ez 28:1-10 

Dt 32:26-27, 27-28, 30, 35-36  

Mt 19:23-30 

  8:00 AM  Frank Rochowiak † 
     rb  Walter & Joyce Rochowiak 

Wednesday 

August 19th 

St. John 

Eudes  

Ez 34:1-11 

Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [1] 

Mt 20:1-16 

  8:00 AM  John & Anna Krcmarik 

    rb  John & Marilyn Krcmarik 

Thursday 

August 20th 

St. Bernard  

Ez 36:23-28 

Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19  

Mt 22:1-14 

  8:00 AM  Salvatore Thomas 

Platano † 
     rb   Sarah Koprin & family 

Friday 

August 21st 

St. Pius X  

Ez 37:1-14 

Ps 107:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [1] 

Mt 22:34-40 

  8:00 AM  John Landoski †       

    rb  Bertha Freeman 

Saturday  

August 22nd 

The 

Queenship of 

the Blessed 

Virgin Mary  

Ez 43:1-7ab 

Ps 85:9ab & 10, 11-12, 13-14  

Mt 23:1-12 

  6:00  Lloyd Varner † 
    rb  Richard Korgal 

Sunday 

August 23rd 

21st Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

Is 22:19-23 

Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6, 8 [8bc] 

Rom 11:33-36/Mt 16:13-20 

  8:30 AM  Rose Parker † 

      rb  Tim & Linda Willibey 
 

10:30 AM  Kaleb Marcel Cleft ♥ 

      rb  Marcel & Linda LeBlanc 

WITH GOD 
YOUR MARRIAGE CAN BE REPAIRED, HEALED AND FLOURISH  

Let us help. Since 1977 - 150,000 Marriages Served - Excellent success rate  

HelpOurMarriage.Org  

English 248-382-8281 . . Español 248-838-9508  
Retrouvaille means Rediscovery - Always Confidential  

AUGUST 21-23, 2020 

Right here in Detroit Area!! 
Covid-19 Precautions will be followed 
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PARISH MISSION 
STATEMENT 

 

The Faith Community of 

St. Anthony Parish, 

Belleville, open to the 

Spirit as disciples of 

Jesus Christ, envision 

our mission as 

Proclaiming, Witnessing 

and Celebrating the 

Kingdom of God among 

us through Service, 

Healing and  

Reconciling Love. 

Our Friends, Family and 
Loved Ones . . .  
 

Harper Mathis 

Marilyn Krcmarik 

Spencer Corner 

Christopher Hall 

Kitty Chudzinski 

Jonathan McKenzie 

Betty Kurczewski 

Joan Huziak 

 

The prayer list is updated month-

ly.  To continue prayers or to add 

the names of your loved ones, 

please contact the parish office. 

Do you know someone who 

would like to: 

 

• Learn more about the Catholic 

Faith? 

• Return home to the Church 

and more actively practice his/

her faith? 

• Prepare for Baptism? 

• Join the Catholic Church 

community? 

• Have other needs, requests or 

questions addressed? 
  

Or perhaps this describes you? 
 

Every year, the Catholic Church 

welcomes thousands of new 

members and returning members 

through the process of RCIA (Rite 

of Christian Initiation of Adults). 

Call Darrel Recker (572-0157)) or 

Carol Uhal (485-7544) for 

information about how to get 

started! We Pray for the  
Repose of the Soul of 

 

Janet McArthur 
 

We extend our deepest sympathy 

and prayers to family and friends.  

DIRECTORY 
stanthonybelleville.com 

 

PASTOR 

 Fr. John Kiselica 
 

PASTORAL MINISTRY 

 Rev. Mr. John Burke 516-1406 

 

RECTORY OFFICE  697-1211 

409 W. Columbia Avenue 

Business Manager:  Cynthia Weipert 

cweipert@stanthonybelleville.com 
 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION 

Teresa (Tee) Dore 699-3373 

tdore@stanthonybelleville.com 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY  476-5842 

Music Director:  Barb Tritten 

 

BULLETIN EDITOR 

Tee Dore, tdore@stanthonybelleville.com 
 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Frank Trupiano, 699-9627 
 

 

Worship Commission 

Starr Burke, 697-7517 
 

New Evangelization Commission 

Mickey Dore, 123mickeyd@gmail.com 
 
 

PARISH COMMITTEES & GROUPS 
 

Catholic Social Action 

Crisis Pregnancy Hotline, 800-Bethany 

Domestic Violence Hotline, 800-799-4355 

Project Rachel Ministry, 888-722-4355 

 

CYO (Youth Athletics) 

Leonard Szweda, 699-3519 

 

Knights of Columbus 

William Alati, 347-0426 
 

Men’s Club/Ushers 

Leonard Szweda, 699-3519 
 

Natural Family Planning 

Rachel Faitel, 395-5624 

 

RCIA 

Carol Uhal, 485-7544 

Darrel Recker, 572-0157 
 

St. Anthony Marriage Enrichment (SAME) 

Rachel Faitel 395-5624 
 

St. Theresa Circle 

Betty Kurczewski, 699-2608 
 

St. Vincent de Paul 

Contact Rectory, 697-1211 
 

Welcome Team 

Linda LeBlanc, 262-5008 

Carol Ann Pesta 697-0500 
 

Scouting 

American Heritage Girls,  

Angela Vinarcik, 697-7756 

Boy Scouts, Jeff Smith, 699-7994 

Cub Scouts, Misty Myers, 512-3487 

 

Archdiocese of Detroit: www.aod.org 
 

FORMED log in: 

stanthonybelleville.formed.org 
 

Regular Office hours: 

Monday - Thursday 9 am to 3 pm 
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Dipping in the Well 
Why are Catholics required to money to the Church? 

 

Offering money and other goods to God and the Church is, before all else, a statement of gratitude. We see this 

when we look at how our spiritual ancestors showed their gratitude to God for the gifts they had received (e.g. 

Genesis 14:18-20 and Genesis 28:16-22). One of the ways they offered thanks to God was through a practice called 

“tithing,” in which 10 percent of a person’s goods (crops, livestock, money, etc.) were given back to God. 
 

Today, the practice of tithing — giving 10 percent — is still common in many Protestant communities, but it is not 

required for Catholics. Instead, the Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches us that, “The faithful also have the 

duty of providing for the material needs of the Church, each according to [their] own abilities” (no. 2043). This 

means that, although we are not bound to practice “tithing” in the traditional sense, we do share a responsibility 

to share our money or other resources with our parish communities. Like our spiritual ancestors, we give as a sign 

of our gratitude for the many gifts that God has given to us. Beyond this, we also share our resources with other 

Catholic organizations to help them finance their ministries, to continue and grow their outreach to the poor and 

the needy, and to provide just wages for their employees. 
 

How much we give depends on our individual circumstances, but since we share a responsibility for the programs, 

outreach, and health of our parish communities and Catholic organizations, this question gives us a wonderful 

opportunity to ask some important questions about the quality of our giving and what our priorities are. 

Remember, we are only stewards of our time, talents, and treasures and as the First Letter of Peter reminds us, 

“As each one of you has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God’s varied graces” (4:10). 
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