Sunday, September 26, 2021
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B)
SUNDAY’S READINGS:	Numbers 11:25-29; James 5:1-6; Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48
SUNDAY’S GOSPEL:
At that time, John said to Jesus, "Teacher, we saw someone driving out demons in your name, and we tried to prevent him because he does not follow us." Jesus replied, "Do not prevent him. There is no one who performs a mighty deed in my name who can at the same time speak ill of me. For whoever is not against us is for us. Anyone who gives you a cup of water to drink because you belong to Christ, amen, I say to you, will surely not lose his reward.
"Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him if a great millstone were put around his neck and he were thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter into life maimed than with two hands to go into Gehenna, into the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to sin, cut if off. It is better for you to enter into life crippled than with two feet to be thrown into Gehenna. And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. Better for you to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into Gehenna, where 'their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.'"

QUESTIONS FOR FAMILY DISCUSSION IN PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY
1. The first half of the Gospel gives an example of cliques, divisions and us vs. them.  Describe a time when you experienced that sort of division between two people or groups that were supposedly on the same side.  Likewise, describe a time that this sort of division entered into the family.  What impact do you think division has on the family?  On the Church?  What are some ways we can be an instrument of healing and unity between others?
2. In the second part of the Gospel, we hear about the great harm of scandal.  What are some ways that we cause others among our family and friends to sin – watching certain tv shows, speaking ill of people at work/school while at the dinner table, neglecting to do things that we should, or basically committing any sort of sin in front of others?  Describe a time you experienced someone applying pressure to you to do something you shouldn’t; how did it impact your ability to resist that sin?  In an opposite way, what are some things we can do to put positive pressure on others and encourage them not to sin – both other family members, as well as those outside the family?
3. As Jesus describes cutting off various body parts, He really getting us all to reflect upon the things that cause us to sin and rooting them out of our life.  Have you ever taken a moment to reflect on what are near occasions of sin for you – for example, walking into a bar may not be an issue for the average person, but for an alcoholic, he may be likely to fall in that situation?  Without naming them, are there concrete people, situations, places, etc. where you are more likely to fall into sin?  What makes it difficult to complete remove those things from your life?  Are you willing to do so?
4. Describe a time you were willing to do without something in order to help someone else – for example, you chose not to eat ice cream because a friend was lactose intolerant, and you didn’t want to make them feel bad.  Why were you willing to give up something that wasn’t a problem for you?  How did your sacrifice impact the other person and your relationship with them?  Obviously, spiritual things are more important than food – being willing to remove things in your own life as an act of charity for others – when they have things that might lead them to sin, but that you don’t have any problems with?  What might be some sacrifices you would be willing to make for other members of your family to help them battle against various sins that they might struggle with?
