
Sunday, December 11, 2022 

3rd Sunday of Advent 

SUNDAY READINGS: Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11 

SUNDAY GOSPEL: 

When John the Baptist heard in prison of the works of the Christ, he sent his disciples to Jesus with this 

question, "Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?" Jesus said to them in reply,  

"Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are 

cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have the good news proclaimed to them. 

And blessed is the one who takes no offense at me." 

 

As they were going off, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John, "What did you go out to the 

desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind? Then what did you go out to see? Someone dressed in fine 

clothing? Those who wear fine clothing are in royal palaces. Then why did you go out?  To see a 

prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written: Behold, I am 

sending my messenger ahead of you; he will prepare your way before you. Amen, I say to you, 

among those born of women there has been none greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the 

kingdom of heaven is greater than he." 

QUESTIONS FOR FAMILY DISCUSSION IN PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY 

1. Today is “Gaudete Sunday” – which focuses on JOY.  What are some of the things that give you 

true joy?  Why do you think John the Baptist was joyful despite suffering in prison? 

2. John’s disciples are the ones who most benefit from the mission that John sent them on.  

Actually, John probably sent them so that they could have that encounter with Jesus.  Who are 

the people in your life who have helped you to encounter Jesus – either for the first time or in 

an ongoing way? 

3. Jesus told John’s disciples about all the things that show He is the one to come.  What evidence 

have you seen in your own lives?  In what ways have you seen God acting in your life where you 

have experienced personally that He is God? 

4. Jesus said that the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than John the Baptist.  What are 

some of the benefits (material and spiritual) that you’ve received simply as a result of being a 

Christian?  Why do you think we tend to take these for granted? 


