
Sunday, January 22, 2023 

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

SUNDAY READINGS: Isaiah 8:23 – 9:3; 1 Corinthians 1:10-13. 17; Matthew 4:12-23 

SUNDAY GOSPEL: 

When he heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee.  He left Nazareth and went 

to live in Capernaum by the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali, that what had been said 

through Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled:  “Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the way to 

the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, the people who sit in darkness have seen a 

great light, on those dwelling in a land overshadowed by death light has arisen.”  From that time 

on, Jesus began to preach and say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon who is called Peter, and his 

brother Andrew, casting a net into the sea; they were fishermen.  He said to them, “Come after 

me, and I will make you fishers of men.”  At once they left their nets and followed him.  He 

walked along from there and saw two other brothers, James, the son of Zebedee, and his 

brother John. They were in a boat, with their father Zebedee, mending their nets. He called 

them, and immediately they left their boat and their father and followed him. 

He went around all of Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the gospel of the 

kingdom, and curing every disease and illness among the people.  
 

QUESTIONS FOR FAMILY DISCUSSION IN PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY 

1. Today’s Gospel takes place immediately after the devil had tempted Jesus in the desert.  From 

now on, Jesus would be battling the devil with the support of Peter, Andrew, James, John, and 

the rest of the apostles.  Describe how having other solid Christians around you helps you in 

your own struggle against Satan.  What are some ways, we as a family, can be that same sort of 

support for one another when one of us faces some temptation or difficulty? 

2. Zebulun and Naphtali were a region suffering for almost 700 years (they were the first to be 

taken into exile around 734 BC).  Especially for them, Jesus’ message gave them great hope.  

Describe a time when things weren’t going so well for you, and then someone finally told you 

that your suffering or your punishment was finally over.  How did that make you feel?  What did 

you do when you finally heard the good news that you had been waiting for for so long? 

3. Jesus’ first word of His public ministry was “Repent”.  What sort of things do you need to repent 

of in order to follow Jesus? 

4. The Gospels say that these four fishermen left EVERYTHING-nets, boats, and even their father, in 

order to follow Jesus.  What things in your life would be the hardest to give up, if you had to give 

them up to follow Jesus?  Do you think you would be willing to give them up?  Why or why not? 


