
Sunday, March 26, 2023 

5th Sunday of Lent 

SUNDAY’S READINGS: Ezekiel 37:12-14; Romans 8:8-11; John 11:1-45 

SUNDAY’S GOSPEL: 

Now a man was ill, Lazarus from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha.  Mary was 

the one who had anointed the Lord with perfumed oil and dried his feet with her hair; it was 

her brother Lazarus who was ill.  So the sisters sent word to him, saying, “Master, the one you 

love is ill.”  When Jesus heard this he said, “This illness is not to end in death, but is for the 

glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”  Now Jesus loved Martha and 

her sister and Lazarus.  So when he heard that he was ill, he remained for two days in the place 

where he was.  Then after this he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.”  The disciples 

said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just trying to stone you, and you want to go back there?”  

Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in a day? If one walks during the day, he does not 

stumble, because he sees the light of this world.  But if one walks at night, he stumbles, 

because the light is not in him.”  He said this, and then told them, “Our friend Lazarus is asleep, 

but I am going to awaken him.”  So the disciples said to him, “Master, if he is asleep, he will be 

saved.”  But Jesus was talking about his death, while they thought that he meant ordinary 

sleep.  So then Jesus said to them clearly, “Lazarus has died.  And I am glad for you that I was 

not there, that you may believe. Let us go to him.”  So Thomas, called Didymus, said to his 

fellow disciples, “Let us also go to die with him.”  

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days.  Now 

Bethany was near Jerusalem, only about two miles away.  And many of the Jews had come to 

Martha and Mary to comfort them about their brother.   When Martha heard that Jesus was 

coming, she went to meet him; but Mary sat at home.  Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had 

been here, my brother would not have died.  But even now I know that whatever you ask of God, 

God will give you.”  Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise.”  Martha said to him, “I know he 

will rise, in the resurrection on the last day.”  Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life; 

whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will 

never die. Do you believe this?”  She said to him, “Yes, Lord. I have come to believe that you are 

the Messiah, the Son of God, the one who is coming into the world.” 

When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary secretly, saying, “The teacher is here 

and is asking for you.”  As soon as she heard this, she rose quickly and went to him.  For Jesus 

had not yet come into the village, but was still where Martha had met him.  So when the Jews 

who were with her in the house comforting her saw Mary get up quickly and go out, they 

followed her, presuming that she was going to the tomb to weep there.  When Mary came to 

where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, 

my brother would not have died.”  When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who had come 

with her weeping, he became perturbed* and deeply troubled, and said, “Where have you laid 

him?” They said to him, “Sir, come and see.”  And Jesus wept.  So the Jews said, “See how he 

loved him.”  But some of them said, “Could not the one who opened the eyes of the blind man 

have done something so that this man would not have died?” 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/john/11#51011033-1


So Jesus, perturbed again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay across it.  Jesus said, 

“Take away the stone.” Martha, the dead man’s sister, said to him, “Lord, by now there will be a 

stench; he has been dead for four days.”  Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believe 

you will see the glory of God?”  So they took away the stone. And Jesus raised his eyes and said, 

“Father, I thank you for hearing me.  I know that you always hear me; but because of the crowd 

here I have said this, that they may believe that you sent me.”  And when he had said this, he 

cried out in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!”  The dead man came out, tied hand and foot with 

burial bands, and his face was wrapped in a cloth. So Jesus said to them, “Untie him and let him 

go.” 

Now many of the Jews who had come to Mary and seen what he had done began to believe in 

him. 
 

QUESTIONS FOR FAMILY DISCUSSION IN PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY 

1. Martha and Mary had sent word to Jesus that “The one you love is ill.”  Describe a time when 

someone that you loved was ill.  How did it make you feel?  What sort of things did you do for 

the sick person even though you didn’t have the ability to remove their illness?  Especially for 

parents:  describe which is worse:  being sick yourself or seeing your child be sick.  Why? 

2. Bethany is just a short distance from Jerusalem, and the last time Jesus was there, they tried to 

stone him.  To go back to Jerusalem would have been a great danger; even Thomas said, “Let us 

also go to die with Him.”  Describe a time when you knew something you had to do would be 

dangerous or difficult, but that you did it anyways.  What compelled you to still do it?  How does 

loving someone, like Jesus loved Lazarus, Martha, and Mary make it easier to do something you 

might have otherwise avoided? 

3. In her conversation with Jesus, Martha said something a little strange:  “Lord. I have come to 

believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one who is coming into the world.”  This 

implies that her faith was something that happened gradually, that through her multiple 

interactions with Jesus, her many meals with him, and even through Jesus reminding her about 

the need to root action in prayer, she came to understand who Jesus was.  Describe the ways 

that you have encountered Jesus in your life.  How has your faith in Him grown with each 

encounter? 

4. It wasn’t enough for Jesus to raise Lazarus from death; he also told them to “Untie him and let 

him go.”  In the same way, it is not enough that Jesus died on the cross to save us from spiritual 

death; he also wants us to be free from our slavery to sin.  What areas of your life do you still 

struggle with?  Do you ever feel like Saint Paul that you “do the very thing that you do not wish 

to do”?  To be untied from sin, to break our bad habits, is to do something very difficult.  What 

can you do in these last couple of weeks of Lent to break these bad habits so as to live a life of 

freedom after Easter?  Is there anything that you are unwilling to do to be totally free? 


