
Blessed Sacrament Parish welcomes new residents  
and visitors. It is wonderful to celebrate the Eucharist 

with you. If you are new to the parish, 
please call the office to register. 
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A LETTER FROM FATHER JEFF 
 

Bridges  In last week’s homily, Deacon 
Tom shared a story of two brothers who 
lived on adjoining farms, sharing 
machinery, labor, and goods without a 
problem. However, after 40 years, a 
serious conflict arose. It began with a 
small misunderstanding, but exploded 
into an exchange of bitter words 
followed by weeks of silence. One morning, there was a 
knock on the older brother’s door and when he opened 
it he found a man carrying a carpenter’s toolbox.  “I’m 
looking for a few days work,” he said. Do you have 
something that perhaps I could do?”  “Yes,” said the 
farmer. “I have a job for you. Look across the creek. 
That is my neighbor’s farm. In fact, that neighbor is my 
brother. Last week there was only a field between his 
farm and mine; then he took a bulldozer to the river 
levee and now there is a creek. He may have done this 
to spite me, but I can do one better. See that pile of 
lumber by the barn? I want you to build me a fence, an 
8-foot fence—so I won’t need to look at his place, or his 
face, ever again.” The carpenter responded, “I think I 
understand the situation. Show me the nails and post-
hole digger and I will build you what you need.” The 
carpenter set to work while the farmer left to go into 
town on business. He was gone all day and arrived 
back at the farm about sunset. His eyes opened wide 
and his jaw dropped at what he saw. There was no 
fence at all. Instead the carpenter built a bridge that 
stretched from one side of the creek to the other. He 
was so upset, he couldn’t even speak. His neighbor 
(that is, his younger brother) was also coming out to 
see what the carpenter built. “I can’t believe you would 
do this after all I said and did.” The two brothers stood 
at each end of the bridge and then met in the middle 
clasping hands and embracing in forgiveness. They 
then turned to see the carpenter hoist his toolbox onto 
his shoulder. “No, wait!” said the older brother. “I have 
some other projects for you to do.” “I would love to stay 
on,” he replied, “but I have other bridges to build.”  
 
We live in a polarized world where we hear many 
complaints and fears about our country and our world. 
Our response is to accuse and blame others for the 
way things are. It does not bring peace. Respect, 
patience, charity, and forgiveness are the tools that can 
build a true peace. Could it be that the Carpenter has 
given us his tools that we might build bridges that will 
bring us to the lasting peace we desire? 

         

Fr. Jeff Grant 

 

Fr. Jeff Grant 



RECEPTION OF HOLY COMMUNION (for those 
excused from Mass) WILL TAKE PLACE SUNDAY 
OUTSIDE OF MASS FROM 9:45-10:00AM 
 

Mass will continue to be live-streamed and can be 
found by going to the parish website at www.bsps.org 
And click on WATCH MASS HERE. 

 

Confessions are heard Monday-Saturday mornings 
from 7:30-7:45am and on Saturday afternoon 3-4pm 
 
NO MASS September 19 through September 21.  
Father Jeff and Father Callistus are attending the 
Priests’ Convocation. 

 
Scrip Scene Is it time for a fall makeover (we’re not 
judging…) Stop and pick up scrip gift cards for Bath & 
Body Works or Ulta! Or we can special order Great 
Clips, Sally Beauty, Sephora or Supercuts. 

Get Involved!  

All are welcome at our annual Ministry Fair after all 

Masses the weekend of September 23-24, 2023. 

Learn about our various ministries and service 

opportunities and meet parish representatives. Altar 

Servers, Arts & Environment, Breadline, Eucharistic 

Ministers/Lectors, Gardening Committee, Mission 

Partnership, Music Ministries, Parish School of Religion, 

Perpetual Adoration, Share the Word, and Ushers! 

 
Eucharistic Congress There will be no Saturday 
evening Mass on Saturday, October 28, so that our 
parishioners might attend the Eucharistic Congress at 
the BOS Center in Springfield. If you have already 
signed up, you will receive your tickets from the 
diocese (not from Blessed Sacrament). If you have not 
yet signed up, remaining tickets will be available 
directly from the Diocese. 

 
Join the Blessed Sacrament Choir! It’s great fun 
and we need you! Wednesdays at 5:30 - Call Jane for 
more information 217-503-8821  
 
The PBJ volunteers continue to make peanut butter 
and jelly sandwiches each week to help feed the 
homeless in Springfield. With your help from previous 
donations we were able to make over 6,000 
sandwiches! The sandwiches are distributed to four 
different organizations in the city. We are currently in 
need of more supplies and if you would like to help, 
please leave your donations in the bins in the back of 
the church. Thank you so much for your support! 
Items needed are: smooth peanut butter, jelly or jam, 
sandwich size Ziploc baggies, and loaves of bread. 
 
Perpetual Adoration  
If you would like to sign up for a weekly hour in our 
Adoration chapel email us today at 
bspeucharisticadorers@gmail.com or www.bsps.org 
or call one of our committee members: David & Karen 
Senger 525-6052 and Eric & Susan Portz 718-4030 
 
St. Monica Ministry 
Are you heartbroken because your loved ones have 
left the Church? You are invited to the inaugural 
gathering of Springfield-area St. Monica Ministry. This 
ministry is a dedicated prayer network offering hope 
and support to families and friends of Catholics who 
have walked away from the practice of the Faith. 
Please join us for prayer, conversation and solidarity. 
Animated by hope and grounded in faith, we rest 
secure in the knowledge that, in the words of St. 
Monica, “Nothing is far from God.”  Takes place on 
Monday, October 2 @ 7:00pm, Cathedral Atrium 
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OUR PARISH FAMIILY 

 
Congratulations to our Recently Baptized: 
Henry Steven Watson, son of Eric and Stephanie 
Watson 
 
Please pray for our Recently Departed: 
Carolyn Fisherkeller 
Joseph Michael Baker 

 
Mark Your Calendars! 
Join us on October 14th at 5:30 
for "A Night in Nashville". Enjoy 
food, drinks, Live & Silent Auc-
tions, Golden Ticket and several 
raffle drawings!  
 
Volunteer at the Annual Auction 
Volunteering at the 54th Annual 
Blessed Sacrament Auction is a 

great way to enjoy fellowship and fun! Whether you’re 
a Blessed Sacrament veteran or new to the parish/
school, you can help with anything listed, no experi-
ence required. School parents earn service hours for 
their time. Ticket purchases are encouraged and ap-
preciated for all those planning 
to volunteer on the night of the 
Auction. Go to https://
signup.com/go/ouYpjpa to sign 
up, and contact Megan DeFrain 
with questions at (217) 971-
8726. 

https://signup.com/go/ouYpjpa
https://signup.com/go/ouYpjpa


MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

SEPTEMBER 18 - 22  

MONDAY -  FRIDAY  

8:00am  
 
 

Saturday, September 23, 4;30pm 

Lector:  Pat Dietrich 

Servers:  Kaden Smith, Lucy Wallner, 

Sophia Wygant 

Eucharistic Ministers: Joseph 

Stannard, Richard Campbell, 

Kathleen Harth, Colleen Vondebur 

 

Sunday, September 24, 7:00AM 

Lector:   Carolyn Graham 

Servers: Tess O’Brien 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Carrie and 

Michael O’Brien, Mary Beth Roland, 

Mark Ushman 
 

Sunday, September 24 , 8:30AM   

Lector:   Kevin Lust 

Servers: Andrew and Annaliese 

Hofner, Raven Huff 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Bradley 

Frost, Sally Petrone, Michael Delvo, 

George Rudis 

 

Sunday, September 24, 10:30AM 

Lector: Matt Bensko 

Servers: Dvontae and Deon Wilkes, 

Max Portz 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Mary Tuttle, 

Rose Amon, Patricia and Donald 

Graham, Lynn Frasco 
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Bunco at Christ the King 

St. Louise is having bunco on October 22 at Christ the King hall from 2-

4pm. The cost is $10 which includes cookies, snacks and drinks. We will 

also have a 50/50 and raffle basket tickets available to purchase. All pro-

ceeds goes to Catholic Charities. Please call Linda Patterson, at 217-971

-1642 for a reservation. It's limited to the first 100 ladies so ask your fami-

ly and friends and come and have fun!  

 

The SHG annual Mega Raffle is 

here! Over $140,000 awarded in cash 

prizes! Purchase your ticket(s) 

at shg.org or by calling 217.787.9732. 

THANK YOU for your support!  

 

Life Chain Sunday will occur on October 1 from 2:00pm to 3:30pm.  Pro-

life prayer warriors will gather for Life Chain and stand in quiet prayer as 

a public witness to the sanctity of all human life from conception to natu-

ral death. 

 

Christ the King Fall Bible Study 

Please join us, as we study Mary: The Bible and the Mother of God. This 

is an 8 week study, authored by Dr. Brant Pitre. We will explore what 

Scripture, the life of Christ, and the early Church Fathers reveal about 

Mary. Meetings are on Thursday mornings from 9:15 AM to 11:00 AM in 

the Christ the King Parish Center, beginning on Thursday, September 

28th.  Childcare is available for a small donation.  All are welcome! Partic-

ipants will receive a workbook and have light reading with homework.  

The cost of the materials will be $15.  Each week we will view a 30 mi-

nute DVD lecture with discussion following. For more information or to 

register, contact Kristin Luker at 217-546-4959 or KLuker@LukerDentalCare.com.  

 

The Chosen-Season Three 

Come watch the third season of The Chosen on the big screen in the Ca-

thedral cafeteria at 2:00pm on Sundays beginning on September 10. As 

always, we’ll provide the popcorn!  Free and open to all. 

 

Rosary Rally 

Christ the King will hold a rosary rally on October 14 at 1:00 PM at their 

church.  Join them in praying the rosary. 

 

Presentation of Season 2 of “The Chosen” 

St. Frances Cabrini Parish will present season 2 of the series, “The Cho-

sen” on Sundays at 2pm from October 1st to November 19th in the confer-

ence room of the parish hall.  Each episode is approximately one hour in 

length.  Season 2 picks up where season 1 left off and introduces more of 

the apostles including Philip and Nathaniel.   We are looking forward to 

seeing familiar faces for season 2 as well as new people to join us for this 

exciting season.  Call or text Anne Powers at 217-381-3847 for more in-

formation. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://shg.org&source=gmail-imap&ust=1694725358000000&usg=AOvVaw3moGMxtbNWNqa6r3H0N0gQ
mailto:KLuker@LukerDentalCare.com


Blessed Sacrament Prayer Line 

Call the Parish Office 528-7521   
Please pray for the intention of :  
Jimmie Hill,  Robert Farris, Amber, Vernon Spiedger, Rita, Ron, 
Owen Doak, Denise S, Christopher Morgan, Dave, Betty, Ed 
Pauley, Steve, Hannah Clark, Peter Schofield, Ginny Schofield, 
Amy Gatewood family, Monica Larch, Austin Fields, Larry 
Theise, John M, Louie Rago, Gwinn, John, Claire, Mary,  Ray 
Roland, Josette, Danielle Loftus, Kitty, Susan, Cindy, Barbara 
Schuh,, Annie,  Barb, Tony, Kurt C, Eric, Tom VonBerg,  Donna 
Fitts,  Ellen White, Barbara, Rose, Archer Senft, Suzie Culters, 
Tom J., Judy, Doug, Beth, Camden Spinner, Cindi,  Andy Kates, 
Dave, Sandy H, Jim C., Jason Baird, Jen, Family of Gretchen 
Hornickle Harrison, Joyln Jensen, Jack  Rhinehart,  Dorothy Wil-
lenborg, Tom, Barry McCollom, Steve Kinsella,  Destiny Renfro 
James, Clarita DeLargy, Steve,  Karen, Steve, Maureen, Charlie 
Adams, Julie, Bill, Mary Coffey, Craig  DeLargy, Brian Meredith, 
Destiny Jane, Katie Bronken, Cheryl, Fonda, Kristen, Tia, Jeff 
K., Laura M, Sue,   Dave, Leo, Betty, Elizabeth Handrich, Melis-
sa, Mary Jane Harshbarger, Troy,  Sharon S, Laura Black James 
G., Anna Chougry, March, Charlotte, Shandi Chrysler, Andy, 
Donald Cole, Dave, Leo, Emily Amy, Gloria, Susan McCain, Ray  
Shaw, Jeanette, Kevin Henry, Gary, Laurie, Gary Bartels, Don 
John, Dale, Peggy Cadigan, Sarah & Everett  O ’Connor, Mary, 
Rocky, Caleb Cross, Callie, Jeannie Marie ,Gorman,  Dcn. Ben 
Hoefler, Colleen, Denny McDaniels, Terry Jordan, Janet Ketch-
um, Michael Mauch, Steve Bartels, Bette Atteberry, William 
Burkey, Helen Rhinehart, Edward, Diana Schumacher, Melissa 
Brown, Mary, Beverly Rago, Jim & Cynthia Novello, Becky 
Wood, Denise Cindy Ramirez, Tod Pierce,  Daniel, Janet Nelch, 
Kim, Bobby, Kathy, Janet  Keating, Nicky, Nick, M. Blazis, John P. 
Steil. Sarah Bice, Bob, Jill Burwitz, Rich Brown, Pat H, Charlene 
Dolan, Millie Gillen, Nancy Jensen,, Jane Cloyd, Kathy, Kim, Matt, 
Gabriele, Spencer, Kathy Pingsterhaus, Judy, Robert D. Fields,  
Barb McDermott, Kelly W.  Miguelismo & Celia, Joe, Ed VDB, Lo-
rie, Allen, Jeanne McCarthy, Sharon Elliott, Becky, Mary Garvert, 

Blessed Sacrament Prayer Line (cont) 
Mitch, Noah, Jeff Stauffer, Patty Redpath, Diane Canavan, Carol  
Jirousek, Cathy Napier, Chuck DeMoissey, Mark Schmidt Ursuline 
Sisters of New Orleans, Eloise Havey, Sam Atherton, Dodie 
Stannard, James Reynolds, Myla Jane Meisner, Joan Putrich, Wal-
ter Howe, Margaret Jordan, Pete Wayne, Jim Kane, Lori Lawless, 
Sue Furman, Rev. George Bernard, Mary K., Michael Bresnan, 
John & Donna Maloney, Pat Maloney, Bill Reed, Marissa, Charles 
E,,  Gregg L, Ron Walsh, Greg Benanti, Alexander Howe, Beverly 
Stinde, London Estelle, Chris Brown, Char Dolan, Michael, David 
WIller, Cynthia Plouche, Sharon Jeffers, Jennie Chambers, Joe, 
Ken Reid, Baby Hope, Srah, John M, Kooper, Mindy Davidson, 
Nancy Hahn, Greg Gilbert 
 

Project Rachel can help women and men heal  from the 
pain of abortion.  For assistance call 217-698-4456 
 
Diocesan Child Abuse Reporting & Investigation   
217-321-1155 
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Weekly Parish Finance Report 
September 2 to September 8 

    
AMOUNT RECEIVED 

TOTAL   
HOUSEHOLDS 

Loose Collections $1093.00   

Envelope Collections $13168.00 165 

Online Giving Collections $6121.83 130 

TOTAL COLLECTIONS 20,382.83 295 

Target Amount $23,500.00  


