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Spending Time in the Desert 
I was probably about fifteen years old when I first took a trip to the desert. We spent about 

three weeks of the summer in the southwestern corner of Arizona camping, hiking, and 

birdwatching (a hobby my family enjoyed very much when I was growing up—and the only 

reason we were in Arizona in the hottest part of the year!). It was a wonderful trip filled 

with many memories, but I remember several things distinctly about my first foray into 

desert life. 

 

First: the tarantula, rattlesnake, and several scorpions we saw. They were all too close for 

my personal liking. But that’s not the point of this bulletin article, so we’ll push past those. 

 

Second: how incredibly dark the desert was at night. I remember one night especially 

when we had been hiking in a canyon up until sunset. As darkness descended around us, 

we slowly made our way out of the canyon—but before we got back to our campground, 

my dad shut off the car and told me and my brother to notice how dark it was, without any 

street lamps or nearby light pollution to light up the sky. There must have been no moon, 

because I remember vividly putting my hand directly in front of my face and realizing that I 

couldn’t see anything, even when it was inches from my face! I remember nights looking 

up at the stars and realizing just how vivid they were there. One night, we even got to 

watch (a bit frightfully, to be honest) a lightning storm cross the desert toward us. 

 

Third: how, when you really paid attention, the desert was much fuller of life than it 

appeared at a cursory glance. The longer you are in the desert, the more you begin to 

notice how vibrant some of its life really is. When it would rain, the ocotillo would 

seemingly instantaneously sprout green leaves and beautiful flowers (ocotillo is a pole-like 

shrub that looked relatively uninteresting otherwise). The desert was living, but you had to 

slow down enough to notice it. 

 

I think of that as we move deeper into this season of Lent—a time that could be described 

as forty days “in the desert” with the Lord. We heard last week in our Gospel how Jesus, 

filled with the Holy Spirit, was driven out in the desert. In Hebrew, the word for desert is 

the same as the word for wilderness—probably because, in Israel, those words are 

roughly coterminous. Jesus often returned to the wilderness—isolated Himself—when He 

most desired to commune with the Father. Have you ever asked yourself why? 

 

I have to think that it’s because it’s only in the quiet that we begin to notice the even 

quieter voice of God. In the darkness, the stars show up brighter. In the desert, deprived 

of everything else, you start to notice more the little signs of life around you, and there's 

an invitation to savor what you find—to take it less for granted than we do in our normal 

everyday (Midwestern) existence. 

 

All of this is a great analogy for Lent, at least to my mind. The deprivations we undergo in 

these forty days—what we call our penances—are not meant to impose a huge burden on 

us, as if God wanted us to be burdened for some reason. Rather, they put us in a sort of 

metaphorical desert of our senses, that without the things (even good things!) that usually 

distract us, we would be encouraged to encounter in a deeper, albeit less obvious way, 

the life and blessings we find around us. In the desert, far from the noise of the city, we 

are afforded the opportunity to hear God’s voice a little more strongly. Indeed, if that was 

the only purpose of Lent, it would certainly be worth it! 

 

Keep spreading joy! 

Fr. Friedel 



RECEPTION OF HOLY COMMUNION (for those 
excused from Mass) WILL TAKE PLACE SUNDAY 
OUTSIDE OF MASS FROM 9:45-10:00AM 
 
Mass will continue to be live-streamed and can be 
found by going to the parish website at www.bsps.org 
and click on WATCH MASS HERE. 
 
Confessions are heard Monday-Saturday mornings 
from 7:30-7:45am in the confessionals and on 
Saturday afternoon 3-4pm in the Adoration Chapel.  

IF YOU ONLY READ THREE THINGS THIS WEEK: 
 

• Sign up for a shift at the Blessing Bag Pack—in person on 
March 16 in the school cafeteria or online at bsps.org/mission-
partnership 

• Please pray for our OCIA participants! Pictures and bios in the 
bulletin and in the vestibule. 

• Check out the Springfield Right to Life fundraiser on March 29 

If you or a family member would like our priests to 
know that you have been admitted to St. John’s or 
Memorial Hospital please call the Parish Office (217-
528-7521) and let us know.  
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Our Lenten Service Project will be a family 

participation event in conjunction with Midwest 

Mission.  All ages (children grades 3 and up) are 

invited to join us on Saturday, April 12 in the school 

cafeteria as we prepare “blessing bags” with rice, soy, 

and vitamins to be sent to a third world country.  This 

is an easy job that can accommodate all ages.  

Please prayerfully consider joining us on April 12—

shifts are available from 9 AM to 2 PM.  Sign up in 

the school cafeteria after 8:30 and 10:30 AM 

Masses THIS WEEKEND or online at bsps.org/

mission-partnership. Questions? Contact 

Lsarnowski@bsps.org. 

Stations of the Cross: 5:30pm on Fridays of Lent in 
the church. 

Men's Club Fish Fries began last 
Friday from 5:00 to 7:00pm in 
the Blessed Sacrament School 
cafeteria. Dinners are  $12 for 
adults and $5 for children. 
Includes all you can eat walleye 
only. Walleye,  fried and 
blackened catfish, shrimp, 
cheese pizza, mac and cheese. 
Sides of coleslaw, French fries, 
or baked potato. 

Congratulations to our 55th Annual Auction  
Raffle Winners! 

Golden Ticket Raffle 
Louis Graham 

Parish Raffle Winners 

 $1000 Jason Gerwig 

 $600 Eric Rollins 

$400 Katie Keim 



MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

MARCH 17 — 24 

MONDAY -  FRIDAY  

8:00 AND 8:20 am  

Jane Lambert and Teddy Mizeur 
 

Saturday, March 22, 4:30PM 

Lector:   McKinzie Oshesky 

Servers:  Cason Ganey, Sophia 

Wygant, Kaitlynn Leonard 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Vince 

Toolen, Richard Campbell, Rae 

Marie Davlin, Noreen Luhr 

 

Sunday, March 23, 7:00AM 

Lector:   P.J. Oubre 

Servers: Nicholas Frevert 

Eucharistic Ministers Michael 
O’Brien, Ann Walker, Carolyn 

Graham, Christy Geving, Jill Loveall 

 

Sunday, March 23, 8:30AM   

Lector:  Jim McDermott 
Servers: Natalie Jacobs, Liam and 

Sammy Bryant 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Molly 

Smith, Sheri Dhabalt, George 

Rudis, Michael Delvo 

 

Sunday, March 23, 10:30AM 

Lector:  Tim Moore 

Servers: Thomas, Matthew and 

John Christie 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Andrea 

Judd, Rosalie Lowery, Lauren 

Coombe, Donald and Patricia 

Graham 

 
To obtain a full schedule for ALL 
Mass volunteers or to 
VOLUNTEER FOR AN EMPTY 
SLOT, go to 
www.rotundasoftware.com/
ministry/blessedsacrament_spi 
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Lenten Book Study – Saints and Social Justice 
Blessed Sacrament’s Lenten book study began last Sunday from 4-5 pm 
to discuss the Saints and Social Justice – A Guide to Changing the 
World by Brandon Vogt. This book provides short, easy to read 
biographies of 14 saints whose lives and faith provide guidance and 
encouragement for us today. You may join for as many weeks as you like 
in the rectory basement. All are welcome! Please contact Carolyn 
Oldenburg for more information: 217.473.5088. Sign up at www.bsps.org/all-
things-lent! 
 
The Bible in One Year Interested in Fr. Tomy's 
"Bible In One Year" reading plan?  Scan the QR 
code or go to https://www.bsps.org/bible-in-one-
year to download . 
 

New to the parish! Interested in 
joining or getting more involved? 
We'll have a Welcome table at 
the Ministry Outreach Fair THIS 
SUNDAY from 9:30 am to 12 
pm.  Coffee and donuts for all 
who attend!  Can't make it? Go 
to https://www.bsps.org/welcome-
to-blessed-sacrament to 
complete a registration form and 
learn more.  

https://www.bsps.org/bible-in-one-year
https://www.bsps.org/bible-in-one-year
https://www.bsps.org/welcome-to-blessed-sacrament
https://www.bsps.org/welcome-to-blessed-sacrament
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Weekly Parish Finance Report 
March 1 to March 7 

    
AMOUNT RECEIVED 

TOTAL   
HOUSEHOLDS 

Loose Collections $1,277.00   

Envelope Collections $18,005.00 214 

Online Giving Collections $1,671.66 101 

TOTAL COLLECTIONS $22,379.50 295 

Target Amount $25,000.00  

 

 
Doris Drago 
Ed Schofield 

 

  
Judy Shea 

George Curry 
Cynthia Plouche'  

  

Pope Francis 
Sharon Troy 

Michaela Hermes 

Please call the Parish Office to submit a name to the 
prayer list. Names will automatically be removed after  

six weeks unless notified. 


