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The Quiet Prayers of the Mass (Continued!) 
This week, we’ll pick up where we left off, starting with the silent prayers of the Mass that 
are offered at the time of the Preparation of the Gifts. The Preparation of the Gifts, or the 
“Offertory” as it is sometimes called, is a significant part of the Mass. It often gets 
overlooked as a sort of in-between time of the Liturgy, but in reality, it is the time when the 
people are (physically and spiritually) meant to be offering their gifts, prayers, and 
supplications to the Lord, metaphorically placing their needs and treasures on the altar of 
the Lord. 
 
During that time, the priest or deacon begins preparing the altar. The first prayers that the 
priest prays are sometimes called the “Berakah” prayers, from the Hebrew word for 
“blessing.” These prayers can be offered silently or aloud and are meant to offer praise to 
God (literally, “blessing” God, which is an action unique to the Judeo-Christian mindset) 
for the gifts which will become the Body and Blood of Christ, as well as asking God to 
sanctify the offerings we present. 
 

“Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation, 
for through your goodness we have received 
the bread we offer you: 
fruit of the earth and work of human hands, 
it will become for us the bread of life.” 
 
“Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation, 
for through your goodness we have received 
the wine we offer you: 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands, 
it will become our spiritual drink.” 

 
If the Berakah prayers are spoken aloud (as they often are at daily Mass when there is no 
music to cover the ritual action), the people respond, “Blessed be God forever.” 
Between the “berakah” prayers, as the priest prepares the chalice to be offered, a small 
amount of water is poured into the wine while the following prayer is prayed: 
 

“By the mystery of this water and wine 
may we come to share in the divinity of Christ 
who humbled himself to share in our humanity.” 

 
The wine mixed with water symbolizes not only the water and blood which flowed from 
Christ’s side, but also the two natures of Christ: human and divine. When the priest mixes 
the two substances, just as Christ was wholly human and wholly divine, we pray that we 
as His Church might be made like Him in His divinity, even as He made Himself like us in 
our humanity. 
 
More next week! 
 
Keep spreading joy! 
 
Fr. Friedel 
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Mass will continue to be live-streamed and can be 
found by going to the parish website at www.bsps.org 
and click on WATCH MASS HERE. 
 
Confessions are heard Monday-Saturday mornings 
from 7:30-7:45am in the confessionals and on 
Saturday afternoon 3-4pm in the Adoration Chapel.  
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Congratulations to Our Recently Wed 
Emily Eades and Derek Lamble 
 
Congratulations to Our Recently Baptized 
Lucille Marie Soper, daughter of Damon and 
Christina Soper 
 

Thinking About Becoming a Catholic?  
 
The Blessed Sacrament Order of Christian Initiation for Adults 
(OCIA, formerly RCIA) will begin its next Inquiry sessions in the 
Rectory basement on Thursday evenings from 7:00-8:30pm, 
beginning July 31 through  October 2. 
 
 
These sessions are open to anyone curious about Catholicism, 
whether you are completely new to the faith or have had some 
prior experience with its teachings.  
 
More information may be found on the 
Church website at  bsps.org/becoming-
catholic , or by emailing Rosalie Lowery at 
rlowery@comcast.net or calling the Church 
office at 217-528-7521. The Rectory is 
located at 1725 S. Walnut Street. 
Refreshments are provided. 

Mass Attendance Family School Agreement 
To qualify for the Blessed Sacrament active parishioner 

rate, your family must attend Mass at Blessed 

Sacrament for 51% of the weeks.  Attendance is tracked 

for the calendar year, so your attendance in 2025 

determines the tuition rate for the ‘26/’27 school 

year.   Each family is asked to submit an attendance 

card at each Saturday evening, Sunday or Holy Day of 

Obligation Mass that you attend at Blessed 

Sacrament.  The slip is to be given to the Priest after 

Mass by one of the children.  Please write the name(s) 

of the parent with whom the child is attending 

Mass.  There are extra slips in the back of church. 

Mark your calendars: Wednesday evening, August 
13 is Fee Night at Blessed Sacrament School.  

Can you help?   The Blessed Sacrament School 
Before and After School Care program is in need of 
new games/puzzles, etc.  Go to www.bssbruins.org/
base to access their wish list and take advantage of 
great summer sales at the same time. 

RECEPTION OF HOLY COMMUNION (for those 

excused from Mass) WILL TAKE PLACE 

THROUGH JULY 27 AND WILL 

BE DISCONTINUED.  You are 

welcome to return to Mass in 

person.  If you wish to receive 

Communion at home, please 

contact the Parish Office at 217

-528-7521. 

https://bsps.org/becoming-catholic
https://bsps.org/becoming-catholic
mailto:rlowery@comcast.net


MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

JULY 21 —  JULY 25 

MONDAY -  FRIDAY  

8:00 am  

Josetta Kren and Marin Oldenburg 
 

Saturday, July 26, 4:30PM 

Lector:   Paul Wheeler 

Servers:  Max Portz, Jack Bishop, 

HELP WANTED 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Abigale 

Kane, Kathleen Harth, Rae Marie 

Davlin, Norren Luhr 
 

Sunday, July 27, 7:00AM 

Lector:   Jim McDermott 

Servers: Orlaith Mahoney 

Eucharistic Ministers Carrie and 

Michael O’Brien, Christy Geving, 

Kathy Gietl, Mary Beth Roland 
 

Sunday, July 27, 8:30AM   

Lector:  Janet Vespa 

Servers:  Damien Njeuha-Njapa, 

HELP WANTED 

Eucharistic Ministers:  William 

Pittman, Sheri Dhabalt, Laurie 

Mann, George Rudis 

 
Sunday, July 27, 10:30AM 

Lector:  Matt Bensko 

Servers: Lili Wallman, Jayden Day, 

Katie Bensko 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Andrea 

Judd, Courtney Bensko, Lori 

Criscione, Lynn Frasco, Lauren 

Coombe 

 

 
To obtain a full schedule for ALL 
Mass volunteers or to VOLUNTEER 
FOR AN EMPTY SLOT, go to 
www.rotundasoftware.com/ministry/
blessedsacrament_spi 
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IF YOU ONLY READ THREE THINGS THIS WEEK: 
• Get to know our pastor in residence—Fr. Zachary Samples 
• Interested in becoming Catholic? Informational meeting on July 31. 
• Buy tickets for the All School Centennial Reunion! Sponsorships available also. 

Greetings!  My name is Fr. Zach Samples.  I am the new “In Residence” Priest at Blessed 
Sacrament.  You may ask what that means.  A few months ago, Bishop Paprocki asked 
me to work full-time in the Office for Vocations.  Primarily, I will be accompanying young 
men who are discerning a call to serve Jesus Christ and His Church as a Catholic 
Priest.  This will include quite a bit of travel, some administrative tasks, and supporting 
several ministries and vocation promotion efforts across the Diocese.  
  
Since I am “In Residence” here, I will not have any standing responsibilities.  That said, I 
will likely celebrate Masses from time to time, attend parish events, and pop in the school 
every now and then.  Even though I have no direct parish responsibilities, I am still a 
“Parish Priest,” so I hope to be a part of the wonderful parish life that exists here.  
  
I grew up in Mt. Zion.  My father, David, is a health care administrator.  My mother, Lori, 
was a teacher at Our Lady of Lourdes in Decatur for over thirty years.  She passed away 
in a car accident almost six years ago.  We miss her every day.  I have one sister, 
Meghan, a nurse, who is married to her husband, Tyler, and they have a toddler, 
Emma.  After high school, I attended Eastern Illinois University for undergrad and 
graduate school.  It was at Eastern that I began to fall in love with Jesus Christ and His 
Church and started to actively discern a call to Priesthood.  After grad school, I attended 

Saint Meinrad Seminary & School of Theology in St. Meinrad, 
IN.  I was ordained in 2022, spent my first two years in Quincy, 
spent a year at St. Agnes, and am now working in Vocations.  I 
look forward to getting to know as many of you as possible.  God 
bless you! 
 
Pax, 

Fr. Zach 

Summertime Scrip Scrip is available in the Parish Office every week day 
from 8:00 AM until 4:00 PM. You can also shop 
online www.shopwithscrip.com. Choose from ANY scrip cards available 
including our special order items and pick up your order at the Parish 
Office. Be ready for summer birthday parties! We’ve got iTunes and 
Target in stock and can special order Build a Bear, Claire’s and 
Game Stop. 
 
All are welcome to attend a class on the Trinity offered by seminarian 
Devin Flach.  The last class will be this Tuesday from 7:00—8:15 pm in 
the Rectory basement.  It’s fine to come to just one or a few! No need to 
sign up but please bring a Bible as there is time for reflection during class. 
 
Thanks to everyone who donated to First Step Women’s Center through 
our Mother’s Day/Father’s Day Baby Bottle Campaign.  Your generous 
donations resulted in $733.99—these donations are used to help women 
in crisis. 

http://www.shopwithscrip.com/
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Weekly Parish Finance Report 
July 5 to July 11 

    
AMOUNT RECEIVED 

TOTAL   
HOUSEHOLDS 

Loose Collections $938.00   

Envelope Collections $41,539.00 168 

Online Giving Collections $4,914.03 121 

TOTAL COLLECTIONS $47,664.03 289 

Target Amount $25,000.00  

 

 
Trudy Hanson 

 

  
Mary 

  
Walter Howe 

Please call the Parish Office to submit a name to the 
prayer list. Names will automatically be removed after  

six weeks unless notified. 
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John P. Eck, Jr. 
Parishioner

217-321-3187  
Fax: 217-528-5771 

Mobile: 217-899-0655 
E-mail: jeck@troxellins.com 

www.troxellins.com

STARCREST CLEANERS
4 CONVENIENT SPRINGFIELD LOCATIONS: 

2701 West White Oaks Drive 
4349 Conestoga 

1825 W. Jefferson St. 
2025 S. MacArthur Blvd.

Open 7 days a week Same Day Service

Mike O’Brien 
Parishioner

536 N. Bruns Ln., Suite 2B
 

Springfield, IL 62702

217-753-1791 
 cell: 217-414-5343 mike.o’brien@COUNTRYFinancial.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Brandy Stivers

bstivers@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2609

Financial Strategies
built just for you.

Tim Healy
Financial Advisor
1215 S 4th St Suite B
Springfield, IL 62703
217-528-2827
Parishioner
MKT-5894O-A AECSPAD       > edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Get local help with your 
Medicare questions.
Mike Layden, CPA
Licensed Sales Agent
(217) 651-6895
TTY711

Drowning in debt? 
Can’t stop spending?

Compass Catholic offers FREE Financial Bible 
Studies tailored for both teens and adults. 
Register for FREE today at: compasscatholic.org

ST. LOUIS HILLS | (314) 644-0643 
6759 Chippewa | St. Louis, MO 63109 

Mon-Sat  9:00am to 5:30pm

ST. CHARLES COUNTY | (636) 379-3705 
2985 Hwy K | O’Fallon, MO 63368 

Mon-Sat  10:00am to 5:30pm
 

catholicsupply.com®

The penny may be going away, but we are still here.

Rediscover the Nostalgic 
Original Pease’s Chocolate Shop

1701 South State Street
217-523-3721
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217-528-9666	 Fax 217-528-5481
bnbelectric.net

3000 Reilly Dr. | Springfield, IL 62703

Throop & Son 
Tree Service

Since 1929
Earl Throop 
217-528-8523

CHIROPRACTIC • NUTRITION • BRAIN BALANCING
DR. CHRIS REID 
DR. SHAY REID 

DR. SHAUGHN REID
Parishioners

217.698.5800
reidfamilywellness.com

F.J.MURPHY & SON, INC. 
Plumbing, Heating & Cooling

“The Name You Know & Trust”

Quickest Service - Since 1947
528-4081

Gietl  Bros., Inc.
Since 1904

Complete Auto Body Service 
 Service For Over 100 Years

109 S. Second St. • Springfield 

Phone: 217-528-7351 
Fax: 217-528-3406

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

FREE ESTIMATES 
FULLY INSURED

217-528-9407 
ronfurmanspaving.com

Lauterbach 
Tire & Auto Service

1569 Wabash Ave. 
546-2600

“We Provide You  
With Peace-of-Mind”

440 N. First St., Springfield
744-9000

SECURITY SYSTEMS

www.jdavidcrossdds.com

J. DAVID CROSS, D.D.S. 
Periodontist

217-793-0196 
No Referral Needed

Parishioners
101 N. 4th  •  523-8182

217.546.6262
1905 Montana Drive 

Suite 30 
Springfield, IL 62704 

www.jacobsandmiddleton.com

Sarah Jacobs 
D.D.S.

Parishioner

J. Zach  
Middleton 

D.M.D.

 
Mark Cortesi 
Insurance Agent 
Parishioner 
(217) 787-1727 
www.growwithmark.com

1999 Wabash Avenue Ste 115
Springfield, IL 62704
Bus. 217-546-4752
   

mary.cavanagh@edwardjones.com
edwardjones.com

Mary Pat CavanaghMary Pat Cavanagh

1999 Wabash Avenue Ste 115 
Springfield, IL 62704 
Bus. 217-546-4752

mary-cavanagh@edwardjones.com 
edwardjones.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 CONTACT ME Brandy Stivers

bstivers@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x2609

217-546-4924

Bruce and
Mary Cumming,

Parishioners

1805 S. MacArthur Blvd.
Springfield, IL 62704
www.carpetone.com

50th Anniversary 
1973 2023

UCBbank.com

Eliminate the uncertainty and 
 financial burden with the Staab 

Family & Associates.

Contact us for your 
personal visit to Plan Ahead. 

217.528.6461 
StaabFuneralHomes.com 

Springfield  u Sherman

217-921-PAPI
papispizzapub.com

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

217 N Springfield Street, Virden, IL        217-965-3337             WWW.HENDRICKS.TV

M-TH 8:30-5:30
Fri     8:30-7:30
Sat    8:30-5
Sun   CLOSED

 
IF YOU LIVE ALONE

MDMedAlert!™
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.809.3570
/mo.$1995

Starting At

md-medalert.comCALL NOW!

• DUI  
• TRAFFIC TICKETS

• FEDERAL & STATE FELONY  
AND MISDEMEANOR DEFENSE 

(217) 241-5628  
www.vig-law.com
1100 S. 5th Street  

Springfield, IL 62703


