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Blessed Sacrament School Centennial Reunion 
 

All School Adults Only Party—Appetizers and Band 
Saturday, August 30 following the 4:30 PM Mass 

 
Men’s Club Breakfast and Open House — All Are Invited 

Sunday, August 31 following All Masses 
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St. Augustine, Pray for Us! 
 
This past Thursday (August 27) was the feast day of St. Augustine, an early bishop of the 
Church and, to this day, one of its greatest theologians. Augustine was born in the mid-
300s in northern Africa to his saintly mother Monica, but squandered most of his early life 
to more worldly pursuits. Even as he was beginning to accept the faith, Augustine 
struggled to give the whole of his life to the Lord. But through the prayers of his mother, 
intellectual conversion, and the grace of God, Augustine eventually cast himself on the 
mercy of God and received baptism in the Catholic Church. Only a short time later, 
Augustine was made a priest and eventually a bishop. 
 
St. Augustine’s story is a good one for our times, especially as we struggle these days to 
overcome the allurements of this world. Every year on his feast day as I read the excerpt 
from his spiritual autobiography The Confessions in the Office of Readings, I’m moved by 
St. Augustine’s description of how God reached him amidst his spiritual blindness. Here it 
is below—I hope it helps your own prayer and reflection on the goodness of God! 
 

Urged to reflect upon myself, I entered under your guidance into the inmost depth 
of my soul. I was able to do so because you were my helper. On entering into 
myself I saw, as it were with the eye of the soul, what was beyond the eye of the 
soul, beyond my spirit: your immutable light. It was not the ordinary light 
perceptible to all flesh, nor was it merely something of greater magnitude but still 
essentially akin, shining more clearly and diffusing itself everywhere by its 
intensity. No it was something entirely distinct, something altogether different 
from all these things: and it did not rest above my mind as oil on the surface of 
water, nor was it above me as Heaven is above the Earth. This light was above 
me because it has made me; I was below it because I was created by it. He who 
has come to know the truth knows this light. 
O Eternal truth, true love and beloved eternity. You are my God. To you do I sigh 
day and night. When I first came to know you, you drew me to yourself so that I 
might see that there were things for me to see, but that I myself was not yet 
ready to see them. Meanwhile you overcame the weakness of my vision, sending 
forth most strongly the beams of your light, and I trembled at once with love and 
dread. I learned that I was in a region unlike yours and far distant from you, and I 
thought I heard your voice from on high: “I am the food of grown men; grow then, 
and you will feed on me. Nor will you change me into yourself like bodily food, but 
you will be changed into me.” 
I sought a way to gain the strength which I needed to enjoy you. But I did not find 
it until I embraced the mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 
who is above all, God blessed for ever. He was calling me and saying: I am the 
way of truth, I am the life. He was offering the food which I lacked the strength to 
take, the food he had mingled with our flesh. For the Word became flesh, that 
your wisdom, by which you created all things, might provide milk for us children. 
Late have I loved you, O Beauty ever ancient, ever new, late have I loved you! 
You were within me, but I was outside, and it was there that I searched for you. 
In my unloveliness I plunged into the lovely things which you created. You were 
with me, but I was not with you. Created things kept me from you; yet if they had 
not been in you they would not have been at all. You called, you shouted, and 
you broke through my deafness. You flashed, you shone, and you dispelled my 
blindness. You breathed your fragrance on me; I drew in breath and now I pant 
for you. I have tasted you, now I hunger and thirst for more. You touched me, 
and I burned for your peace. 
 

Keep spreading joy! 
Fr. Friedel 



Mass will continue to be live-streamed and can be 
found by going to the parish website at www.bsps.org 
and click on WATCH MASS HERE. 
 
Confessions are heard Monday-Saturday mornings 
from 7:30-7:45am in the confessionals and on 
Saturday afternoon 3-4pm in the Adoration Chapel.  

 
 
 
 
Tiffany Elking 

Rachael Harvey 

Ellen and Henry Janssen and Family 

Marisa and Bruce Joyce-Pinkstaff and Family 

James and Colleen Kirr and Family 

Christopher and Mary Beth Valasek and Family 

Sara and William Vig and Family 

Patricia and W.C. Viniard 

Lyn Weaver 

   August 31 ,  2025  Page 3  

 
Welcome to Our Recently Baptized 
Lillian Emilia Rejowski, daughter of Nathalie and 
Ben Rejowski 
 
Please Pray for Our Recently Departed 
Patricia Fults 

Use Scrip for your PreSCRIPtion Do you have 
regular prescriptions each month? We carry CVS 
cards and Walgreen cards in $25 and $100 
denominations. These cards earn 5-6% for Catholic 
education - Blessed Sacrament School families use 
these profits to reduce tuition and remaining funds 
benefit school fundraising 

Parish School of Religion will begin on September 9, 
2025. The program is designed for families of children 
attending public schools. The PSR  calendar and 
online registration is available at www.bsps.org/psr.  
Sacraments take place in October and November of 
this year. 

MASS TIME CHANGE: Daily Mass on Thursdays 
will begin at 8:15 am (NOT 8:20 am). 

Share the Word 
begins September 7 
and is for children in 
grades 1-4 attending 
Mass at Blessed 
Sacrament, regardless 
of where they attend 
grade school. Children 
help with the first two 
readings and the 
responsorial psalm and 
the teacher reads the 
Gospel to them. They also say the Apostles Creed 
and share the intentions for the prayer of the faithful.. 
We can always use more volunteers. This is a 
rewarding way to become more involved in the parish 
and earn service hours. Contact the Parish Office 
(217-528-7521) or John Katalinich 217-836-2767 or 
email john.katalinich@lrs.com  

Thank you to everyone who 
donated to our Before and After 
School Enrichment (B.A.S.E.)
program! We were able to 
purchase all of the art supplies 
from our wishlist.  The  kids (and 
helpers) are very appreciative. 

http://www.bsps.org/psr
mailto:john.katalinich@lrs.com


MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

SEPTEMBER 1 —  5 

MONDAY -  FRIDAY  

8:00 am  

Josetta Kren and Caroline Schempp 
 

Saturday, September 6, 4:30PM 

Lector:   Ian Grosskopf 

Servers:  Sergiuz Cabal, Sophia 

Wygant, Kaitlynn Leonard 

Eucharistic Ministers:  McKinzie 

Oshesky, Megan DeFrain, Joseph 

Stannard, Jill Loveall 
 

Sunday, September 7 7:00AM 

Lector:   P.J. Oubre 

Servers: Joseph Bonansinga 

Eucharistic Ministers Christy 

Geving, George Rudis, Rae Marie 

Davlin, Carolyn Graham, Mary Beth 

Roland 
 

Sunday, September 7, 8:30AM   

Lector:  Kristen Faucon 

Servers:  Nicholas Frevert, Liam 

and Sammy Bryant 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Don and 

Cathy Scott, Clara Ushman, Janet 

Vespa 

 
Sunday, September 7, 10:30AM 

Lector:  Cynthia Lamar 

Servers: Davontae Wilks, Lili 

Wallman, Peyton Naylor 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Mary 

Tuttle, Patti and Rodney Naylor, 

Courtney Bensko, Rosalie Lowery 

 

 
To obtain a full schedule for ALL 
Mass volunteers or to VOLUNTEER 
FOR AN EMPTY SLOT, go to 
www.rotundasoftware.com/ministry/
blessedsacrament_spi 
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Save the Date!  Our Annual Flu Shot Clinic (for anyone ages 3 and over) 
will take place after all Weekend Masses on September 20 and 21.  The 
Clinic is sponsored by Hy-Vee Pharmacy. The Sunday Flu Shot Clinics 
will include free coffee and donuts for all (with or without a flu shot)!  
Come join us and reduce your risk of getting the flu. 

Christ the King Fall Bible Study 
Please join us, as we study Luke: The Story of Salvation Fulfilled. This is 
an 8-week study produced by the Ascension Press in which we will 
explore the life and teachings of Jesus Christ as told by St. Luke the 
Evangelist. Meetings are on Thursday mornings from 9:15 AM to 11:00 
AM in the Christ the King Parish Center, beginning on Thursday, 
September 11. Childcare is available for a small donation. All are 
welcome! This is a perfect place to begin if you are new to Bible Study. 
Participants will receive a workbook and have light reading with 
homework. The cost of the materials will be $30. Each week we will view 
a 30 minute DVD lecture with discussion following. For more information 
or to register, contact Kristin Luker at 217-341-8753 or 
KLuker@LukerDentalCare.com. 
 
The KC Council #364 will be holding its annual 
Oktoberfest Saturday Sept 6 from 12:00 until 
9:00 on the KC grounds, 2200 Meadowbrook Rd. 
It will feature German music, food, beer and 
including activities for the kids as well. Admission 
is $5.00, Kids under 12 free.  For more 
information, please contact Dave Groesch at 691-
1506 or e-mail dmgroesch@att.net. 
 
Experience the Men’s Leadership Summit in Edwardsville 
Join men from across the diocese on Saturday, October 18 at St. 
Boniface Church in Edwardsville (110 N Buchanan St) for a Men’s 
Leadership Summit  featuring John Edwards, host of Just a Guy in the 
Pew. The purpose of this summit is to bring single and married 
men together to support one another, get inspired by their faith, gain or 
enhance leadership skills, and discuss best practices in men's ministry. 
John is a dynamic, inspirational speaker and spiritual leader. His 
background and down-to-earth, practical approach appeals to sons, 
fathers, brothers, and friends who are Just a guy in the pew and to those 
interested in men’s ministry. Visit the Men’s Leadership Summit event 
page to watch the John’s powerful story and to register. Cost is $30 which 
includes materials and a catered lunch. Questions? Contact Gracie at 
(217) 321-1124, or email gortiz@dio.org. 
 
National Day of Remembrance for Aborted Children will take place on 
Saturday, September 13 from 10—11 am.  This inter-faith memorial 
service will start at the Two Hearts PRC building at 519 N. Bruns Lane 
and will then proceed on to the public sidewalk in front of Planned 
Parenthood just to the north.  This event is co-sponsored nationally by the 
Pro-Life Action League, Priests for Life and Citizens for a Pro-Life 
Society. 
 
St. Cabrini’s Fall Festival is Sunday, September 7 from 11am to 4pm 
There will be music, children’s games, health fair, country store, food, 
drinks, and more.  Raffle tickets are available at the Fall Festival.and 
admission is free!  

mailto:KLuker@LukerDentalCare.com
mailto:dmgroesch@att.net
https://dio.org/event/mens-leadership-summit/
https://dio.org/event/mens-leadership-summit/
mailto:gortiz@dio.org
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Weekly Parish Finance Report 
August 16 to August 22 

    
AMOUNT RECEIVED 

TOTAL   
HOUSEHOLDS 

Loose Collections $1,483.00   

Envelope Collections $12,324.00 176 

Online Giving Collections $4,845.18 114 

TOTAL COLLECTIONS $18,652.18 290 

Target Amount $25,000.00  

IF YOU ONLY READ THREE THINGS THIS WEEK: 
• Daily Mass times have changed—Mass on Thursdays will be 

at 8:15AM 
• Get your flu shots HERE! September 20 and 21 
• Think about helping at the parish—lots of opportunities 
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John P. Eck, Jr. 
Parishioner

217-321-3187  
Fax: 217-528-5771 

Mobile: 217-899-0655 
E-mail: jeck@troxellins.com 

www.troxellins.com

STARCREST CLEANERS
4 CONVENIENT SPRINGFIELD LOCATIONS: 

2701 West White Oaks Drive 
4349 Conestoga 

1825 W. Jefferson St. 
2025 S. MacArthur Blvd.

Open 7 days a week Same Day Service

Mike O’Brien 
Parishioner

536 N. Bruns Ln., Suite 2B
 

Springfield, IL 62702

217-753-1791 
 cell: 217-414-5343 mike.o’brien@COUNTRYFinancial.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Brandy Stivers

bstivers@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2609

Financial Strategies
built just for you.

Tim Healy
Financial Advisor
1215 S 4th St Suite B
Springfield, IL 62703
217-528-2827
Parishioner
MKT-5894O-A AECSPAD       > edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Get local help with your 
Medicare questions.
Mike Layden, CPA
Licensed Sales Agent
(217) 651-6895
TTY711

Drowning in debt? 
Can’t stop spending?

Compass Catholic offers FREE Financial Bible 
Studies tailored for both teens and adults. 
Register for FREE today at: compasscatholic.org

ST. LOUIS HILLS | (314) 644-0643 
6759 Chippewa | St. Louis, MO 63109 

Mon-Sat  9:00am to 5:30pm

ST. CHARLES COUNTY | (636) 379-3705 
2985 Hwy K | O’Fallon, MO 63368 

Mon-Sat  10:00am to 5:30pm
 

catholicsupply.com®

The penny may be going away, but we are still here.

Rediscover the Nostalgic 
Original Pease’s Chocolate Shop

1701 South State Street
217-523-3721
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217-528-9666	 Fax 217-528-5481
bnbelectric.net

3000 Reilly Dr. | Springfield, IL 62703

Throop & Son 
Tree Service

Since 1929
Earl Throop 
217-528-8523

CHIROPRACTIC • NUTRITION • BRAIN BALANCING
DR. CHRIS REID 
DR. SHAY REID 

DR. SHAUGHN REID
Parishioners

217.698.5800
reidfamilywellness.com

F.J.MURPHY & SON, INC. 
Plumbing, Heating & Cooling

“The Name You Know & Trust”

Quickest Service - Since 1947
528-4081

Gietl  Bros., Inc.
Since 1904

Complete Auto Body Service 
 Service For Over 100 Years

109 S. Second St. • Springfield 

Phone: 217-528-7351 
Fax: 217-528-3406

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

FREE ESTIMATES 
FULLY INSURED

217-528-9407 
ronfurmanspaving.com

Lauterbach 
Tire & Auto Service

1569 Wabash Ave. 
546-2600

“We Provide You  
With Peace-of-Mind”

440 N. First St., Springfield
744-9000

SECURITY SYSTEMS

www.jdavidcrossdds.com

J. DAVID CROSS, D.D.S. 
Periodontist

217-793-0196 
No Referral Needed

Parishioners
101 N. 4th  •  523-8182

217.546.6262
1905 Montana Drive 

Suite 30 
Springfield, IL 62704 

www.jacobsandmiddleton.com

Sarah Jacobs 
D.D.S.

Parishioner

J. Zach  
Middleton 

D.M.D.

 
Mark Cortesi 
Insurance Agent 
Parishioner 
(217) 787-1727 
www.growwithmark.com

1999 Wabash Avenue Ste 115
Springfield, IL 62704
Bus. 217-546-4752
   

mary.cavanagh@edwardjones.com
edwardjones.com

Mary Pat CavanaghMary Pat Cavanagh

1999 Wabash Avenue Ste 115 
Springfield, IL 62704 
Bus. 217-546-4752

mary-cavanagh@edwardjones.com 
edwardjones.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 CONTACT ME Brandy Stivers

bstivers@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x2609

217-546-4924

Bruce and
Mary Cumming,

Parishioners

1805 S. MacArthur Blvd.
Springfield, IL 62704
www.carpetone.com

50th Anniversary 
1973 2023

UCBbank.com

Eliminate the uncertainty and 
 financial burden with the Staab 

Family & Associates.

Contact us for your 
personal visit to Plan Ahead. 

217.528.6461 
StaabFuneralHomes.com 

Springfield  u Sherman

217-921-PAPI
papispizzapub.com

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

217 N Springfield Street, Virden, IL        217-965-3337             WWW.HENDRICKS.TV

M-TH 8:30-5:30
Fri     8:30-7:30
Sat    8:30-5
Sun   CLOSED

 
IF YOU LIVE ALONE

MDMedAlert!™
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.809.3570
/mo.$1995

Starting At

md-medalert.comCALL NOW!

• DUI  
• TRAFFIC TICKETS

• FEDERAL & STATE FELONY  
AND MISDEMEANOR DEFENSE 

(217) 241-5628  
www.vig-law.com
1100 S. 5th Street  

Springfield, IL 62703

ParishesOnline.com
Locate a Parish, Find a Mass,
Read the Bulletin.

Masstimes.org provides the most
accurate liturgy data in the U.S., and
we are grateful for their partnership. 

Powered by Masstimes.org


