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Respect Life Month 
As perhaps you know, the Catholic Church in the United States celebrates Respect Life Month 
in October, and in fact this Sunday—the first Sunday in October—is designated as Respect 
Life Sunday. As such, our prayer this month is especially focused on praying for a culture that 
respects life in all its forms, from conception to natural death. To quote the statement from the 
USCCB for this year’s Respect Life Month, “the daily headlines remind us of how desperately 
our world is thirsting for the hope that only God can provide. Every day we witness the 
overwhelming disregard for human life: through risings rates of abortion and assisted suicide; 
the killing of innocent school children, even at prayer; the mistreatment of our immigrant sisters 
and brothers as they endure an environment of aggression; and political and ideological 
violence inflicted against unsuspecting victims. These attacks threaten life precisely when it is 
most vulnerable and in need of protection.” 
 
No doubt, our culture needs some transformation (call it “conversion”) around the big issues of 
protecting and respecting human life. Let’s commit or recommit ourselves to being agents of 
prayer, healing, and hope in the midst of an ailing culture, so marred by violence and undue 
aggression, and stand for a true culture of life. 
 
I ran across the following reflection some years ago in a book called The Reed of God, written 
by a British Catholic author by the name of Caryll Houselander. It’s a powerful testimony of how 
Jesus desires to be with us, even in the less glorious parts of our human plight: 
 

“It must have been a season of joy, and she [Mary] must have longed for his birth, but at 

the same time she knew that every step she took, took her little son nearer to the grave. 

Each work of her hands prepared His hands a little more for the nails; each breath that 

she drew counted one more to His last. 

In giving life to Him she was giving Him death. 

All other children born must inevitably die; death belongs to fallen nature; mother’s gift to 
the child is life. 

But Christ is life; death did not belong to Him. 

In fact, unless Mary would give Him death, He could not die. 

Unless she would give Him the capacity for suffering, He could not suffer. 

He could only feel cold and hunger and thirst if she gave Him her vulnerability to cold and 

hunger and thirst. 

He could not know the indifference of friends or treachery or the bitterness of being 

betrayed unless she gave Him a human mind and a human heart. 

That is what it meant to Mary to give human nature to God. 

He was vulnerable; He asked for her body to be wounded. 

He was joy itself; He asked her to give Him tears. 

He was God; He asked her to make Him man. 

He asked for hands and feet to be nailed. 

He asked for flesh to be scourged.  

He asked for blood to be shed. 

He asked for a heart to be broken. 

The stable at Bethlehem was the first Calvary. 

The wooden manger was the first Cross. 

The swaddling bands were the first burial bands. 

The Passion had begun. 

Christ was man.” 
 

Keep spreading joy! 
Fr. Friedel 

 



Mass will continue to be live-streamed and can be 
found by going to the parish website at www.bsps.org 
and click on WATCH MASS HERE. 
 

Confessions are heard Monday-Saturday mornings 
from 7:30-7:45am in the confessionals and on 
Saturday afternoon 3-4pm in the Adoration Chapel.  

 

 

 

 

Jen and Jerry Gavin and Family 

Sam and Katherine Hines and Family 

Leanne Kapusta and Family 

Robert and Janice Leigh Reed 

Dustin and Karen Schlindwein and Family 

Bethany Szarnocki 
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Congratulations to Our Recently Baptized 

Brayden Lee Robinson, son of Kelsey and Andrew 
Robinson 

Reese Louise Wood, daughter of Molly and 
Michael Wood 

 

Congratulations to Our Newly Wed 

Rachael Foster and Michael White 

 

Please Pray for Our Recently Departed 

Dr. Elizabeth “Beth” Strow 

Use Scrip gift cards for a Boss’ Day gift! Special 
order Fannie May to buy a special box of chocolates 
or make up a movie gift bag with AMC scrip and 
movie theater candy. If you think your boss is more 
tolerable after some caffeine, we sell $10 Custom Cup 
cards as well as Starbucks in $5, $10 and $25 
denominations and Dunkin’ in $10 cards. Stop at the 
school office during regular office hours to purchase in 
person. 

PBJ SUPPLIES NEEDED PBJ volunteers are in need 
of supplies to help continue to feed the homeless 
community. Supplies needed are: Smooth peanut 
butter, jelly & sandwich ziploc baggies. Any items you 
can provide are greatly appreciated. Thank you so 
much for your generosity!  

Monday Morning Study Group meets weekly at 
9:00am in the Rectory Basement. All are welcome! 
Drop by and see if it’s for you! 

Help our friend George!  Due to some health issues, 
George Curry has been living with family in 
Loami.  They have active teens who are not driving 
yet.  This has made it hard for him to get to weekly/
daily Mass and PSR-X (Wednesday evenings during 
the school year).  It would be great to line up some 
rides for George so that he can continue participating 
with his beloved community.  Please contact Jane at 
217-971-4179 if you would like to volunteer to help 
and set up a ride schedule for George.  Thank you! 

Next weekend, October 11 and 12, we will have a 
special second collection to provide humanitarian 
relief and pastoral support for our affected brothers 
and sisters in Gaza and surrounding areas in the 
Middle East.  Donated funds will go to the Catholic 
Near East Welfare 
Association (CNEWA) which 
providing emergency 
humanitarian relief.  Please 
indicate Gaza on the memo 
line of your check or choose 
CNEWA-Gaza when making 
an online donation.   The 
QR code will take you 
directly to our online giving 
site. 

WIN $100,000 with the SHG MEGA RAFFLE!  
Tickets are on sale 
NOW!  Purchase your 
ticket(s) at SHG.org. 
Thank you in advance for 
your support of SHG!  

http://www.shg.org
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MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

OCTOBER 6 —  10 

MONDAY -  FRIDAY  

8:00 am  

Sergiuz Cabal and Dominik Geist-Stainfield 
 

Saturday, October 11, 4:30PM 

Lector:   McKinzie Oshesky 

Servers:  Jude Hartwick, Kaitlynn 

Leonard, Jack Shafer 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Joseph 

Stannard, Jill Loveall, Noreen Luhr, 

Abigale Kane 
 

Sunday, October 12, 7:00AM 

Lector:   Ann Walker 

Servers: Gracie Books 

Eucharistic Ministers Michael and 

Carrie Obrien, Mary Beth Roland, 

Kathy Gietl, Rae Marie Davlin 
 

Sunday, October 12, 8:30AM   

Lector:  Sandy Etheridge 

Servers:  Natalie Jacobs, Jane 

Lambert, Lillian Boorde 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Sheri 

Dhabalt, George Rudis, Sally 

Petrone, Mary Maloney 

 
Sunday, October 12, 10:30AM 

Lector:  Rosalie Lowery 

Servers: Joseph Bertaina, Layla 

Nicolas, Ethan Storey 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Chris 

Oldenburg, Lynn Frasco, Patricia 

and Don Graham, Cynthia Lamar 

 

 
To obtain a full schedule for ALL 
Mass volunteers or to VOLUNTEER 
FOR AN EMPTY SLOT, go to 
www.rotundasoftware.com/ministry/
blessedsacrament_spi 

 

Life Chain Sunday will occur on October 5 from 2:00pm to 3:30pm. 
This nationwide event will take place at multiple 
sites throughout Springfield including 519 N. 
Bruns Lane at the Right to Life office.  Pro-life 
prayer warriors will gather in quiet prayer as a 
public witness to the sanctity of all human life 
from conception to natural death.  For more 
information, all 217-523-2700. 
 

Pilgrimage 2026 

Join Fr. Friedel and Fr. Chris House on a 
pilgrimage to Germany, Austria, and Switzerland to tour the sacred 
treasures of the Alps! Some of our destinations include Munich, Ettal 
Monastery, Oberammergau, Innsbruck, Vaduz, the Abbey of St. Gallen, 
Lucerne, Lake Constance, and Bern. Our twelve-day pilgrimage will leave 
July 6 and return on July 17. For cost, a detailed itinerary of the trip, and 
to sign up, please visit https://holylandtoursllc.com/tour/779. Space is 
limited, so sign up now to guarantee your spot with us. 

Blessed Sacrament School admits students of any race, color, sex or 
national and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs and 
activities generally accorded or made available to students at the school. 
It does not discriminate based on race, color, sex, or national and ethnic 
origin in the administration of its educational policies, admissions policies, 
scholarships and loan programs, and athletic and school administered 
programs. Our schools do reserve all their rights as religious entities in 
accord with the teachings of the Catholic Church, the protections of the 
First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, and the Illinois Religious 
Freedom Restoration Act 775 ILCS 35/. 

https://holylandtoursllc.com/tour/779
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IF YOU ONLY READ THREE THINGS THIS WEEK: 

 
• Check out all the October events! Plan accordingly... 
• Pilgrimage opportunity with Father Friedel in July 2026 
• There will be a second collection for Gaza next weekend. 

 

Knights of Columbus/PSRx Tootsie Roll Drive 
October 4 and 5 After ALL Weekend Masses 

Grandparents Day at Blessed Sacrament School 
Friday, October 10 

Second Collection for Gaza 
October 11 and 12 at ALL Weekend Masses 

Box of Joy Begins 
October 18 and 19 after ALL Weekend Masses 

First Communion/Confirmation 
Tuesday, October 21 at 7:00 PM 

First Solemn Communion 
Sunday, October 26 at 1:00 PM 

Trunk or Treat—Blessed Sacrament School Parking Lot  
Sunday, October 26 at 4:30 PM to 5:30 PM 

 

 
 

  
Cheryl Renneckar 

  
 

Please call the Parish Office to submit a name to the 
prayer list. Names will automatically be removed after  

six weeks unless notified. 

Weekly Parish Finance Report 
September 20 to September 26 

    
AMOUNT RECEIVED 

TOTAL   
HOUSEHOLDS 

Loose Collections $1,500.00   

Envelope Collections $19,061.00 185 

Online Giving Collections $8,307.72 123 

TOTAL COLLECTIONS $28,868.72 308 

Target Amount $25,000.00  
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John P. Eck, Jr. 
Parishioner

217-321-3187  

Fax: 217-528-5771 

Mobile: 217-899-0655 

E-mail: jeck@troxellins.com 

www.troxellins.com

STARCREST CLEANERS
4 CONVENIENT SPRINGFIELD LOCATIONS: 

2701 West White Oaks Drive 
4349 Conestoga 

1825 W. Jefferson St. 
2025 S. MacArthur Blvd.

Open 7 days a week Same Day Service

Mike O’Brien 
Parishioner

536 N. Bruns Ln., Suite 2B
 

Springfield, IL 62702

217-753-1791 

 cell: 217-414-5343 mike.o’brien@COUNTRYFinancial.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Brandy Stivers

bstivers@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2609

Financial Strategies
built just for you.

Tim Healy
Financial Advisor

1215 S 4th St Suite B

Spring�eld, IL 62703

217-528-2827

Parishioner

MKT-5894O-A AECSPAD       > edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Get local help with your 
Medicare questions.

Mike Layden, CPA
Licensed Sales Agent

(217) 651-6895
TTY711

Drowning in debt? 
Can’t stop spending?

Compass Catholic o�ers FREE Financial Bible 
Studies tailored for both teens and adults. 
Register for FREE today at: compasscatholic.org

ST. LOUIS HILLS | (314) 644-0643 

6759 Chippewa | St. Louis, MO 63109 

Mon-Sat  9:00am to 5:30pm

ST. CHARLES COUNTY | (636) 379-3705 

2985 Hwy K | O’Fallon, MO 63368 

Mon-Sat  10:00am to 5:30pm

 

catholicsupply.com®

A Springfield Holiday Tradition

Try our handcrafted fudge and fresh popcorn
1701 South State Street

217-523-3721
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217-528-9666	 Fax 217-528-5481

bnbelectric.net
3000 Reilly Dr. | Spring�eld, IL 62703

Throop & Son 
Tree Service

Since 1929

Earl Throop 
217-528-8523

CHIROPRACTIC • NUTRITION • BRAIN BALANCING

DR. CHRIS REID 
DR. SHAY REID 

DR. SHAUGHN REID
Parishioners

217.698.5800

reidfamilywellness.com

F.J.MURPHY & SON, INC. 

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling

“The Name You Know & Trust”

Quickest Service - Since 1947

528-4081

Gietl  Bros., Inc.
Since 1904

Complete Auto Body Service 

 Service For Over 100 Years

109 S. Second St. • Spring�eld 

Phone: 217-528-7351 

Fax: 217-528-3406

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

FREE ESTIMATES 
FULLY INSURED

217-528-9407 
ronfurmanspaving.com

Lauterbach 
Tire & Auto Service

1569 Wabash Ave. 

546-2600

“We Provide You  

With Peace-of-Mind”

440 N. First St., Springfield

744-9000

SECURITY SYSTEMS

www.jdavidcrossdds.com

J. DAVID CROSS, D.D.S. 

Periodontist

217-793-0196 
No Referral Needed

Parishioners

101 N. 4th  •  523-8182

217.546.6262

1905 Montana Drive 
Suite 30 

Spring�eld, IL 62704 
www.jacobsandmiddleton.com

Sarah Jacobs 
D.D.S.

Parishioner

J. Zach  
Middleton 

D.M.D.

 
Mark Cortesi 
Insurance Agent 

Parishioner 

(217) 787-1727 

www.growwithmark.com

1999 Wabash Avenue Ste 115

Springfield, IL 62704
Bus. 217-546-4752
   

mary.cavanagh@edwardjones.com
edwardjones.com

Mary Pat CavanaghMary Pat Cavanagh

1999 Wabash Avenue Ste 115 
Springfield, IL 62704 
Bus. 217-546-4752

mary-cavanagh@edwardjones.com 
edwardjones.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME Brandy Stivers

bstivers@4LPi.com 

(800) 950-9952 x2609

217-546-4924

Bruce and

Mary Cumming,

Parishioners

1805 S. MacArthur Blvd.

Springfield, IL 62704

www.carpetone.com

50th Anniversary 
1973

2023

UCBbank.com

Eliminate the uncertainty and 

 �nancial burden with the Staab 

Family & Associates.

Contact us for your 
personal visit to Plan Ahead. 

217.528.6461
 

StaabFuneralHomes.com 
Spring�eld  u Sherman

217-921-PAPI
papispizzapub.com

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

217 N Springfield Street, Virden, IL        217-965-3337             WWW.HENDRICKS.TV

M-TH 8:30-5:30

Fri     8:30-7:30

Sat    8:30-5

Sun   CLOSED

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 

4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.809.3570

/mo.$1995
Starting At

md-medalert.comCALL NOW!

• DUI  

• TRAFFIC TICKETS

• FEDERAL & STATE FELONY  

AND MISDEMEANOR DEFENSE 

(217) 241-5628  

www.vig-law.com
1100 S. 5th Street  

Springfield, IL 62703

ParishesOnline.com
Locate a Parish, Find a Mass,
Read the Bulletin.

Masstimes.org provides the most
accurate liturgy data in the U.S., and
we are grateful for their partnership. 

Powered by Masstimes.org


