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Did You Know? – Indulgences 
We don’t talk all that much about indulgences in the Church anymore, unfortunately; but 
indulgences are 1) still a thing and 2) still important; and I think they’re a great subject for 
us to consider during the month of November, in which we commit as Christians to praying 
for the souls of the deceased. 
 
An indulgence is defined as a “remission before God of the temporal punishment due to 
sins whose guilt has already been forgiven.” Great! But what does that mean?! To 
understand it completely, it’s good to recall how the Church treats sin and forgiveness. 
Forgiveness is granted in the Sacrament of Confession, and we believe wholeheartedly 
that when a sin is forgiven by God, He does not punish the sinner for that sin, as it is 
washed away in His mercy. But the damage caused by that sin remains—think of it like 
punching a hole in the wall: confessing the offense means there will be no punishment, 
but it doesn’t mean the hole disappears. Purgatory, rather, is the place where those 
temporal effects of sin are washed away. 
 
Enter indulgences. An indulgence, then, is some action or prayer prescribed by the 
Church which here and now, by the authority that God has granted the Church as the 
minister of redemption, begins to mend the holes left by our sins, and thereby lessens a 
soul’s “time” in purgatory. These indulgences can be applied to oneself or, charitably, to 
the dead. They can also be partial (remitting “part” of the temporal punishment of sin) or 
plenary (healing the whole of a soul’s need for purgatory). [As an aside: every Catholic 
priest has the power, by the authority of the Church, to remit all temporal punishment due 
to sin at the moment of death—called the “Apostolic Pardon”—which is just one reason 
why you want to call a priest in the moment that you or your loved one is in danger of 
death!] 
 
If you’ve been around the Church for a while, you probably remember the days when an 
indulgence had a certain “time” associated with it. “X” indulgence got you 50 or 100 or 300 
days off purgatory. The Church, in her wisdom, decided it wasn’t very helpful to the faithful 
to speak of them in this fashion, especially since purgatory (and heaven and hell) are 
outside of time, and thus don’t participate in our idea of “days” or “years.” 
 
To be granted a plenary indulgence, in most circumstances, the prescribed act must be 
accompanied by certain prerequisites, which include: complete detachment from sin, 
receiving sacramental confession, communion, and a prayer for the intentions of the Holy 
Father—all to be completely within an appropriate amount of time before or after the act 
(~20 days). Only one plenary indulgence can be gained per day—this is not Catholic 
bingo! 
 
There are many examples of indulgences, and a simple Google search will produce whole 
lists of “indulgenced” acts. For example, adoration of the Blessed Sacrament or reading 
the Scriptures for a half hour gains a plenary indulgence, as does participating in the 
Stations of the Cross; praying an act of faith, hope, or charity, praying to the Merciful 
Heart of Jesus, or visiting a cemetery to pray for the dead (any time of year; during the 
octave of Nov 1, it counted as a plenary indulgence!) gains a partial indulgence. Many are 
quite simple acts, and perhaps even consist of things you are already doing or prayers 
you already pray daily. 
 
Give them a look, and if you’re inclined, offer a few indulgences for the souls of our 
beloved dead this month! 
 
Keep spreading joy! 
 

Fr. Friedel 



Mass will continue to be live-streamed and can be 
found by going to the parish website at www.bsps.org 
and click on WATCH MASS HERE. 
 

Confessions are heard Monday-Saturday mornings 
from 7:30-7:45am in the confessionals and on 
Saturday afternoon 3-4pm in the Adoration Chapel.  

IF YOU ONLY READ THREE THINGS THIS WEEK: 

 
• Pastor’s Annual Party is November 23! New this year—we’re 

providing childcare.  Please RSVP to attend. 
• Breadline Sunday on November 22-23.  Bread for $5 

suggested donation—proceeds to St. John’s Breadline 
• Angel Trees will be up next weekend—gifts are due back by 

December 12. 

 

 

 

 

Marie and Nathaniel Barr and Family 

Shelby and Mark Bridges and Family 

Clint Dozier 
Ryan and Michelle Knott and Family 

Sr. Mary Maximilian Koos, O.Praem 

Linda and Randy Nichols 

Victoria Orr 
Jessica St. James 
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Pray for Our Recently Departed 

Carole Ficke 

Make Dinner for Our Priests We need dinner for our 
three priests on Tuesday and Thursday nights.  
Please sign up on our website at bsps.org/dinner-
for-priests for a specific date.  You may drop off the 
meal at the rectory any time before 5:00 PM.  Our 
priests are VERY appreciative! 

Breadline Sunday fundraiser to benefit St. John’s 
Breadline on November 22 and 23. Loaves of Bread 
including Whole Wheat Bread will be available after 
all weekend Masses. Suggested donation is $5.00 
per loaf.  Students interested in helping that weekend 
will earn service hours. Sign up at www.bsps.org/
breadline. 

Save the Date for 
the Pastor’s 
Annual Party!!! 
Join us for an 
evening of fun and 
food with your 
church family! The adult only party is on November 
23, from 5:00 to 7:30 pm in the school cafeteria. If 
you’ve never attended, plan to join us! If you’re a 
regular, we challenge you to bring one or two friends 
with you…   NEW this year—we are providing 
childcare.  Please RSVP at www.bsps.org/pastors-

annual-party 

The Angel Giving Tree– Advent is approaching and 
Blessed Sacrament will again provide Angel Giving 
Trees, sponsored by Catholic Charities, starting next 
weekend, November 22 and 23. Please take a tag 
off the tree and purchase a gift(s) for a child or two 
children listed on the tag. Then 
bring the unwrapped gifts back to 
the church or church office by 
December 12th. Donations of 
wrapping paper will be appreciated 
Thank you for your acts of love and 
caring. 

START YOUR HOLIDAY SHOPPING WITH SCRIP 
Don't forget to buy Scrip for your holiday shopping. 
Scrip gift cards make a wonderful gift. Or buy some 
for yourself and use them when you purchase gifts. 
We’ve got Amazon, Dick’s Sporting Goods, Kohls, 
Target, Walmart and many, many, many more. 
Download the scrip form from the parish website at 
bsps.org/scrip and do some “browsing”. When you 
use Scrip for your holiday shopping, you give a gift to 
family or friends, and also produce revenue for 
Catholic education. If you have questions, please 
email scrip@bssbruins.org. 
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MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

NOVEMBER 17  —  21 

MONDAY -  FRIDAY  

8:00 am  

Ethan and Isaac Storey 
 

Saturday, November 22, 4:30PM 

Lector:   Justin Blandford 

Servers:  Jack Bishop, Owen 

Gerding, Ryan Barnard 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Rae Marie 

Davlin, Noreen Luhr, Richard 

Campbell, Kathleen Harth 
 

Sunday, November 23, 7:00AM 

Lector:   P.J. Oubre 

Servers: Teddy Mizeur 

Eucharistic Ministers Abigale 

Kane, Kathy Gietl, George Rudis, 

Ann Walker, HELP WANTED 
 

Sunday, November 23, 8:30AM   

Lector:  Kristen Faucon 

Servers:  Sam Hughes, Annaliese 

and Andrew Hofner 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Sally 

Petrone, Becky Leonard, Bradley 

Frost, Michael Delvo 

 
Sunday, November 23, 10:30AM 

Lector:  Rosalie Lowery  

Servers: Joseph Bertaina, Beatrice 

Hunt, Jack Majcina 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Suzanne 

Baase, Megan DeFrain, Lynn 

Frasco, Lori Criscione, Brittani 

Newton 

 

 
To obtain a full schedule for ALL 

Mass volunteers or to VOLUNTEER 

FOR AN EMPTY SLOT, go to 

www.rotundasoftware.com/ministry/

blessedsacrament_spi 

 

The Teacher Salary Support Fund is specially designated to offset our 
teachers' salaries by giving them a well-deserved bonus at Christmas 
each year. The monies donated through the green parish envelopes 
throughout the year are combined with donations from school families, 
the PSA and the Men's Club. All donations are allocated to the teachers 
and staff once a year - at Christmas! Please consider 
a donation during this school year by submitting the 
Parish Teacher Salary Support Fund envelope or an 
envelope on which you designate "Teacher Christmas 
Bonus Fund" or scanning the QR code by Monday, 
December 19th. Thank you in advance for your 
support of our hard-working teachers and staff. 

MARY The Bible and the Mother of God Are you looking for a special 
way to prepare yourself for Advent and Christmas this year? Join us on 
Monday at 9:00am beginning November 17, 24, December 8 and 15. 
Have you ever wondered why Mary is so important to Catholics and why 
have so many people been devoted to her over the centuries? Have you 
always wanted to grow closer to Mary spiritually? During these 4 weeks, 
Dr Brent Pitre examines what the Old and New Testaments, the life of 
Christ, and the early Church father’s reveal about the life and identity of 
Mary. Join us as we prepare ourselves for Advent and Christmas 
reflecting on the life of Mary and how scripture prepared us for her fiat. 
Call Deacon Erdmann 217-971-4483 to register. A study guide is 
available for $25.00 but not required. 
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Annabella Mellado 
Rev Joe Ring 

 

Please call the Parish Office to submit a name to the 
prayer list. Names will automatically be removed after  

six weeks unless notified. 

Weekly Parish Finance Report 
November 1 to November 7 

    
AMOUNT RECEIVED 

TOTAL   
HOUSEHOLDS 

Loose Collections $1,401.00   

Envelope Collections $36,837.74 211 

Online Giving Collections $6,885.13 122 

TOTAL COLLECTIONS $45,123.87 333 

Target Amount $25,000.00  

While supplies last....pick up a 4 ft Christmas tree in 
the office, decorate it with 
your family or business, bring 
it back by Dec 2nd, and it will 
be entered into a silent 
auction at our Christmas 
Market on Dec. 6, 2025. We 
will also have a silent 
auction for the Famous 
Christmas Pews at 4:30pm 
Christmas Eve Mass.  
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John P. Eck, Jr. 
Parishioner

217-321-3187  

Fax: 217-528-5771 

Mobile: 217-899-0655 

E-mail: jeck@troxellins.com 

www.troxellins.com

STARCREST CLEANERS
4 CONVENIENT SPRINGFIELD LOCATIONS: 

2701 West White Oaks Drive 
4349 Conestoga 

1825 W. Jefferson St. 
2025 S. MacArthur Blvd.

Open 7 days a week Same Day Service

Mike O’Brien 
Parishioner

536 N. Bruns Ln., Suite 2B
 

Springfield, IL 62702

217-753-1791 

 cell: 217-414-5343 mike.o’brien@COUNTRYFinancial.com

Financial Strategies
built just for you.

Tim Healy
Financial Advisor

1215 S 4th St Suite B

Spring�eld, IL 62703

217-528-2827

Parishioner

MKT-5894O-A AECSPAD       > edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Get local help with your 
Medicare questions.

Mike Layden, CPA
Licensed Sales Agent

(217) 651-6895
TTY711

Drowning in debt? 
Can’t stop spending?

Compass Catholic o�ers FREE Financial Bible 
Studies tailored for both teens and adults. 
Register for FREE today at: compasscatholic.org

ST. LOUIS HILLS | (314) 644-0643 

6759 Chippewa | St. Louis, MO 63109 

Mon-Sat  9:00am to 5:30pm

ST. CHARLES COUNTY | (636) 379-3705 

2985 Hwy K | O’Fallon, MO 63368 

Mon-Sat  10:00am to 5:30pm

 

catholicsupply.com®

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME Brandy Stivers

bstivers@4LPi.com 

(800) 950-9952 x2609
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217-528-9666	 Fax 217-528-5481

bnbelectric.net
3000 Reilly Dr. | Spring�eld, IL 62703

Throop & Son 
Tree Service

Since 1929

Earl Throop 
217-528-8523

CHIROPRACTIC • NUTRITION • BRAIN BALANCING

DR. CHRIS REID 
DR. SHAY REID 

DR. SHAUGHN REID
Parishioners

217.698.5800

reidfamilywellness.com

F.J.MURPHY & SON, INC. 

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling

“The Name You Know & Trust”

Quickest Service - Since 1947

528-4081

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

FREE ESTIMATES 
FULLY INSURED

217-528-9407 
ronfurmanspaving.com

Lauterbach 
Tire & Auto Service

1569 Wabash Ave. 

546-2600

“We Provide You  

With Peace-of-Mind”

440 N. First St., Springfield

744-9000

SECURITY SYSTEMS

www.jdavidcrossdds.com

J. DAVID CROSS, D.D.S. 

Periodontist

217-793-0196 
No Referral Needed

Parishioners

101 N. 4th  •  523-8182

217.546.6262

1905 Montana Drive 
Suite 30 

Spring�eld, IL 62704 
www.jacobsandmiddleton.com

Sarah Jacobs 
D.D.S.

Parishioner

J. Zach  
Middleton 
D.M.D.

 
Mark Cortesi 
Insurance Agent 

Parishioner 

(217) 787-1727 

www.growwithmark.com

1999 Wabash Avenue Ste 115

Springfield, IL 62704
Bus. 217-546-4752
   

mary.cavanagh@edwardjones.com
edwardjones.com

Mary Pat CavanaghMary Pat Cavanagh

1999 Wabash Avenue Ste 115 
Springfield, IL 62704 
Bus. 217-546-4752

mary-cavanagh@edwardjones.com 
edwardjones.com

217-546-4924

Bruce and

Mary Cumming,

Parishioners

1805 S. MacArthur Blvd.

Springfield, IL 62704

www.carpetone.com

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

50th Anniversary 
1973

2023

UCBbank.com

Eliminate the uncertainty and 

 �nancial burden with the Staab 

Family & Associates.

Contact us for your 
personal visit to Plan Ahead. 

217.528.6461
 

StaabFuneralHomes.com 
Spring�eld  u Sherman

217-921-PAPI
papispizzapub.com

217 N Springfield Street, Virden, IL        217-965-3337             WWW.HENDRICKS.TV

M-TH 8:30-5:30

Fri     8:30-7:30

Sat    8:30-5

Sun   CLOSED

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 

4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.809.3570

/mo.$1995
Starting At

md-medalert.comCALL NOW!

• DUI  

• TRAFFIC TICKETS

• FEDERAL & STATE FELONY  

AND MISDEMEANOR DEFENSE 

(217) 241-5628  

www.vig-law.com
1100 S. 5th Street  

Springfield, IL 62703

ParishesOnline.com
Locate a Parish, Find a Mass,
Read the Bulletin.

Masstimes.org provides the most
accurate liturgy data in the U.S., and
we are grateful for their partnership. 

Powered by Masstimes.org

A Springfield Holiday Tradition

Try our handcrafted fudge and fresh popcorn
1701 South State Street

217-523-3721

level
33

e
HOME IMPROVEMENT INC.

We also specialize in cash purchases 

of residential real estate. 

Gary Rogers | 217.494.0602

We’ll  Make 
the Plans. 

You Make the 
Memories.

Mika Arbogast • 217-553-2872
mika@kingdomseekerstravel.com
www.kingdomseekerstravel.com


