
 

APRIL 5, 2020 ~ HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC CHURCH     AUSTIN, TX. 
PALM SUNDAY 

 

 

0Invest just five minutes a day, and your 

Faith will deepen and grow, a day at a 

Time 

Sunday, Apr 05, 2020 

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF 

THE LORD 

Lord, have mercy 

In any act of violence, there are victims and 

villains. As we meditate on Jesus’ Passion, we 

can’t ignore that the villains of Holy Week 

bear an uneasy resemblance to ourselves. Too 

often, we fail to stand with the innocent. We’re 

content to benefit from the peril of those who 

offend us. We seek to destroy what we don’t 

understand. We deny friends who seem too 

dangerous to embrace. We run from another’s 

crisis to save ourselves. On Palm Sunday, 

we’re the ones crying: “Crucify him!” Raise 

your voice today for the innocent. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Procession: Matthew 

21:1-11 (37); Mass: Isaiah 50:4-7; Philippians 

2:6-11; Matthew 26:14—27:66 (38). “I gave 

my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to 

those who plucked my beard.” 

Monday, Apr 06, 2020 

MONDAY OF HOLY WEEK 

Rise to the occasion 

“The Resurrection of Jesus is the crowning 

truth of our faith in Christ,” the Catechism of 

the Catholic Church states. Fittingly, of all the 

things Christians believe, the idea that the dead 

can be brought back to life requires the greatest 

leap of faith. Jesus helped his followers 

prepare for this mind-blowing concept by 

raising Lazarus from the dead—the last of his 

big miracles before his own death. It was an 

ultimate sign of his power and identity to leave 

them with. It helps us, too, get ready for the 

stunning reality that all who die will rise. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 42:1-7; John 

12:1-11 (257). “The chief priests plotted to kill 

Lazarus too, because many of the Jews were 

turning away and believing in Jesus because of 

him.” 

Tuesday, Apr 07, 2020 

TUESDAY OF HOLY WEEK 

Now is the time 

It’s not easy to admit when we have turned our 

hearts from God. As we make the journey of 

Christ’s Passion, it is time to release our grip 

on the sins that we cling to in fear or shame. 

Instead, let us cling to the mercy of Christ. 

Jesus himself faced many forms 

of sin, especially during his Passion, including 

betrayal, denial, and abandonment by his own 

friends. Yet the church says emphatically that 

at this dark hour, Jesus gives his life and 

“becomes the source from which the 

forgiveness of our sins will 

pour forth inexhaustibly” (Catechism of the 

Catholic Church, 1851). Turn to Jesus in times 

of trial. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 49:1-6; John 

13:21-33, 36-38 (258). “Will you lay down 

your life for me?” 

Wednesday, Apr 08, 2020 

WEDNESDAY OF HOLY WEEK 

I spy the darkness 

Today is sometimes known as Spy 

Wednesday, a reference to today’s gospel story 

of Judas plotting with the Sanhedrin to have 

Jesus arrested and put on trial. The word “spy” 

carries a meaning of laying a snare or planning 

an ambush in keeping with the story. Along 

with the Mass of the day, today may include an 

evening service called “Tenebrae.” In this 

ceremony, which may consist of hymns, 

readings, prayers, and reflections, such as “The 

SevenLast Words,” a number of lighted 

candles are gradually extinguished to leave the 

assembly in total darkness. Then loud noises 

are made symbolizing the earthquake that 

followed the Crucifixion. Spend time today 

reflecting on the suffering and death of Jesus. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 50:4-9a; 

Matthew 26:14-25 (259). “He who has dipped 

his hand into the dish with me is the one who 

will betray me.” 

Thursday, Apr 09, 2020 

HOLY THURSDAY; EVENING MASS OF 

THE LORD'S SUPPER 

Wash “down” for supper 

Jesus commanded his disciples to follow his 

example and wash each other’s feet—and 

laypeople, priests, and even popes have been 

doing it for centuries as a sign of humility and 

service. In 2015, Pope Francis made headlines 

when he broke norms and washed the feet of 

women and Muslims in Rome—proof positive 

that simple gestures (even ones that are 2,000 

years old!) can be powerful acts of inclusion. 

Show your authority as a follower of Christ 

and make yourself meek to the excluded. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Exodus 12:1-8, 11-

14; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; John 13:1-15 (39). 

“If I, therefore, the master and teacher, have 

washed your feet, you ought to wash one 

another’s feet.” 

Friday, Apr 10, 2020 

FRIDAY OF THE LORD'S PASSION 

(GOOD FRIDAY); DAY OF ABSTINENCE 

For God so loved the world 

If not for love—a love worth dying for—the 

horror of Good Friday would make no sense. 

Jesus could have saved himself but chose not 

to. Jesus could have conquered evildoers with 

almighty power, but instead refused to answer 

violence with violence. “The cross is the 

school of love,” wrote Saint Maximilian 

Kolbe. Because of Jesus, we know that real 

love expresses itself through sacrifice. What 

will you do today to honor the love of him who 

loved us most? 

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 52:13—53:12; 

Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9; John 18:1—19:42 

(40). “For this I was born and for this I came 

into the world.” 

Saturday, Apr 11, 2020 

HOLY SATURDAY; EASTER VIGIL 

Be on the watch 

The Easter Vigil—not Easter Sunday or 

Christmas Day, but tonight’s vigil—is the 

greatest of all church celebrations. The 

service begins in darkness as the faithful keep 

vigil, “looking for the light of the Lord when 

he returns.” As candles are extinguished, lights 

come up and scripture tells the stories of what 

God has done for us throughout time. Then 

new members are baptized and for the first 

time join everyone at the table of the Eucharist. 

Whether it’s your first time, your favorite night 

of the church year, or somewhere in between, 

this is a night to remember. Don’t miss it. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Genesis 1:1—2:2; 

Genesis 22:1-18; Exodus 14:15 —15:1; Isaiah 

54:5-14; Isaiah 55:1-11; Baruch 3:9-15, 32—

4:4; Ezekiel 36:16-17a, 18-28; Romans 6:3-11; 

Matthew 28:1-10 (41). “As day was dawning, 

Mary Magdalene came with the other Mary to 

inspect the tomb. . . . Do not be frightened . . . 

he has been raised.” 

 

Next Sunday 

APRIL 12,2020 

SOLEMNITY OF THE RESURRECTION OF 

THE LORD (EASTER SUNDAY) 

What do you see? 

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 10:34a, 37-43; 

Colossians 3:1-4 or 1 Corinthians 5:6b-8; John 

20:1-9 (42); gospel for p.m. Mass: Luke 24:13-

35 (46). “Everyone who believes in him will 

receive forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

 

 

CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING CORNER 

April 4-5, Palm Sunday 

Our Lenten journey climaxes in this celebration of 
Holy Week. Our liturgy begins with Jesus’ triumphal 

entry into Jerusalem, but the reading of the Passion 

invites us to walk with Jesus through suffering and 
death as well. God’ promise is fullness of life, but 

often we cling instead to the empty promises of life 

that the world offers: power, fame and material 
wealth. To what must we die in order to live more 

fully with Christ and to share his life? 
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MASS INTENTIONS 

 

SUNDAY, APRIL 5, 2020 

For our parish family 

 

TUESDAY, APRIL 7 

The abolishment of recent laws allowing late 

and full term abortions in certain states, 

requested by the Mullens 

 

WEDNESDAY APRIL 8,  

For all deceased members of Holy Cross 

 

THURSDAY APRIL 9,  

For the sick and shut-in of the parish 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

Weekend March 28/29, 2020 
ATTENDANCE 

VIGIL MASS            5:30 pm                   

SUNDAY                 8:00 am                         

                                    10:00 am  -10     
 

 Weekends March 22/23 28/29, 2020 

OFFERTORY       $3361.00  

E-GIVING      $2899.02 

SVDP        $100.00 

SVDP(E-GIVING)       $156.00 

MSP(E-GIVING)           $1.00 

FLC/Debt Retirement          $75.00 

DR (E-GIVING)       $162.00 

CRS                         $20.00 

Needs of the Parish         $50.00 

 

 

MONTHLY IGBO MASS  

Cancelled until further notice 

 

TENTATIVE ANNUAL MINISTRY DAY 

RECOLLECTION 

Date: Saturday May 16th 

Venue: FLC Hall 

By: Fr Bruce Nieli 

All ministry members of Holy Cross 

 

RESPONSE TO CORONA VIRUS 

 

Sunday Mass will be streamed on line.  

Please go to Holy Cross facebook for live 

Sunday Mass streaming and check our church 

website for posting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DUE TO THE CORONA VIRUS THE 

FOLLOWING SCHEDULED EVENTS 

HAVE CANCELLED 

 

Public Mass on Sundays and Weekdays 

Week Day Noon Masses 

Men’s ACTS Retreat 

Good Friday Fish Fry 

Stations of the Cross 

Bible Study 

Pastoral Council Meeting (Will now be 

conference Call) 

Acts Bingo 

CCD Classes 

Any ministry Meeting exceeding 10 people 

 

RCIA: Initiation into the Church postponed 

until further notice. Catechumens Class for the 

3 candidates preparing for the Sacraments also 

suspended. 

 

NEEDS OF THE PARISH COLLECTION 

This collection helps to pay things like repairs, 

intervention, and other needs of the parish. 

This collection happens every last Sunday of 

the Month. We would like you to convert 

much of your gift to St Vincent the Paul to the 

needs of the Parish as the parish funds St 

Vincent the Paul monthly. Thanks for your 

generosity. 
 

            HOLY WEEK 

Palm Sunday  April 5, 2020  

10 am Mass – To be streamed Facebook 

Live 

 

Holy Thursday 
Lord Supper 6:30 PM - To be streamed 

Facebook  Live 

 

Good Friday 
Stations of the Cross 2:30 PM - To be 

streamed Facebook  Live  

 

Holy Saturday 
Easter Vigil 9:00 PM - To be streamed 

Facebook  Live 

 

Easter Sunday Mass  

10 am. - To be streamed Facebook  Live 

 

 

Ethics and Integrity in Ministry (EIM) 

Workshop Notice - Tentative 

If you are currently signed up to attend an EIM 

Workshop between now and May 1st.  

Please note that all EIM Workshops in the 

Austin Diocese scheduled between now  

and May 1st are postponed. 

  

 

 

DEBT RETIREMENT COLLECTION 

This collection helps us pay our FLC loan with 

the diocese and other expenses. Our monthly 

target is $4000. This collection is every 

Second Sunday of the month. Thanks for your 

generosity. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP OUR PARISH 

DURING THIS CHALLENGING 

TIME 

Remember, the Church depends on your 

weekly donation for paying bills, and 

maintaining of the Church facilities.  

Even though Masses and other events are 

cancelled, the Church is still operating. 

Your weekly offering and donations are 

direly needed.  

If you are not online giver, you can still 

do so by going to 

www.holycrossaustin.org  and give your 

donation. You also can mail it if you are 

able to. Thank you for your faith and 

commitment. 

  
     PRAY FOR THE SICK  

Ella Adams                     Mary Anthony         

Evelyn Battle                  Mildred Carter 

B.J. Dukes                     Josephine Dukes 
Vanessa Downey-Little   Monica Godsey             

Lester Johnson                Vonnye Rice-Gardner 

Doris King                      Marie Mason         
Bernadette Phifer           Ella Pease                      

Betty Ridley                    Mary Sobers            

Mary Waters                  Rosalind Cunningham 
Charlene Postell              Gladie Stelly 
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