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INVEST JUST FIVE MINUTES A DAY, AND 
YOUR FAITH WILL DEEPEN AND GROW, A 
DAY AT A TIME.” 
 
SUNDAY, DEC 27, 2020 FEAST OF THE 
HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND 
JOSEPH  
The measure of success Fruitfulness is a 
sign that we’re doing something right. 
Plant a seed, water it, give it light, and it 
brings forth a shoot. Neglect it, and get 
nothing. We measure success in terms of 
fruitfulness: schooling completed, jobs 
held, relationships that endure, children 
raised, financial security, years lived, 
virtues practiced. God blessed Abram with 
wealth and years, but to that old man, the 
only true measure of success was a child. 
By what standard do you evaluate your 
life’s worth? What’s required for you to say 
in the end: “Lord, now you let your servant 
go in peace”?  
TODAY'S READINGS: Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14; 
Colossians 3:12-21; Luke 2:22-40; or Genesis 
15:1-6; 21:1-3; Hebrews 11:8, 11-12, 17-19; 
Luke 2:22-40 (17). “But Abram said, ‘O Lord 
GOD, what good will your gifts be, if I keep on 
being childless?’ 
 
MONDAY, DEC 28, 2020 FEAST OF THE 
HOLY INNOCENTS, MARTYRS SUFFER 
LITTLE CHILDREN  
On the heels of the joyful celebration of 
the birth of our Savior, we remember the 
Holy Innocents—all the baby boys who 
were murdered by Herod in his attempt to 
kill the child Jesus. Remember too all 
those innocents who die today at the 
hands of their governments and who are 
victims of institutional and structural 
violence. About the Holy Innocents, 
Matthew quotes Jeremiah: “A voice was 
heard in Ramah, sobbing and loud 
lamentation; Rachel weeping for her 
children . . .” Console today’s mourning 
mothers by fighting for children's rights 
and protections.  
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 John 1:5—2:2; 
Matthew 2:13-18 (698). "My children, I am 
writing this to you so that you may not commit 
sin."  
 
TUESDAY, DEC 29, 2020 FIFTH DAY WITHIN 
THE OCTAVE OF THE NATIVITY OF THE 
LORD; MEMORIAL OF THOMAS BECKET, 
BISHOP, MARTYR CHOOSING RIGHT VS. 
MIGHT Thomas Becket found himself 
having to choose between an earthly king 
and Christ the King. The cleric Thomas 
befriended England’s Henry II—leading 
Henry to appoint him chancellor. Later, 
when Henry spotted a chance to wield 
power over church affairs, he named his 
friend the archbishop of Canterbury. But 
Thomas would not go along with Henry’s 
plans. Repercussions followed, and in 

1170 Thomas was brutally murdered—in 
Canterbury Cathedral—by the king’s men. 
Though perhaps with less dramatic 
outcomes, standing up for your convictions 
may cost you, too. Are you willing to pay 
the price?  
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 John 2:3-11; Luke 
2:22-35 (202). “Behold, this child is destined for 
the fall and rise of many." 
 
WEDNESDAY, DEC 30, 2020 SIXTH DAY 
WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF THE NATIVITY OF 
THE LORD THE PARTY NEVER ENDS  
On this sixth day of the Octave, the 
Christmas celebration continues. Or it 
can—even if the culture around us has 
moved on. Especially in pandemic days, 
you may feel challenged to find hope and 
joy in the promise that God is with us. So 
celebrate by sharing that Divine Love, 
however you feel able to. Bake and share 
cookies, make a call to someone you may 
have overlooked this busy season, write a 
note of gratitude to someone who 
challenges you, or contribute to an 
organization that cares for mothers and 
children in this season of the Holy Family. 
Take time in prayer to recollect and give 
thanks for any awareness of God’s 
presence in recent days. Loving God, help 
me remember that Christmas is not a day 
but rather a season that invites me to see 
you at work in my life every day.  
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 John 2:12-17; Luke 
2:36-40 (203). “And coming forward at that very 
time, [Anna] gave thanks to God and spoke 
about the child.”  
 
THURSDAY, DEC 31, 2020 SEVENTH DAY 
WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF THE NATIVITY OF 
THE LORD THE LIGHT STILL SHINES 
We might well ring out a difficult year with 
the words of today’s psalmist: “Let the 
heavens be glad and the Earth rejoice!” 
Rejoicing implies an expectation of better 
things to come, placing us firmly within the 
Christian virtue of hope. Christians are 
hopeful for many reasons, starting with the 
fact that Jesus’s death led to resurrection. 
The church teaches, too, that hope lies in 
building the kingdom of God on Earth, “as 
it is in heaven.” Lift up your hopes for 2021 
to God, and be ready to work for them with 
God’s grace.  
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 John 2:18-21; John 
1:1-18 (204). “The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome it.” 
 
FRIDAY, JAN 01, 2021 WORLD DAY OF 
PEACE; OCTAVE DAY OF THE NATIVITY OF 
THE LORD; SOLEMNITY OF THE BLESSED 
VIRGIN MARY, THE MOTHER OF GOD 
RENEW THE FACE OF THE EARTH  
We have longed for the year 2020 to be 
over, to move away from the pandemics 

that have wounded us collectively and 
individually. With 2021 on the calendar 
now, it feels like maybe, just maybe we 
can start anew at some point. Given the 
chance, we, along with all of creation, 
have the capacity to renew, that is, to be 
“new again”—not only each year but each 
moment. An essential ingredient to 
renewal is peace. The church calls us to 
follow Christ the Way of Peace, as Pope 
Benedict said on this day in 2007, “with 
hearts full of hope, notwithstanding the 
dangers and difficulties that surround us.” 
Let us pray for and choose peace for 
ourselves and for the world in all that we 
renew this year.  
TODAY'S READINGS: Numbers 6:22-27; 
Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:16-21 (18). “Mary kept 
all these things, reflecting on them in her heart.”  
 
SATURDAY, JAN 02, 2021 MEMORIAL OF 
BASIL THE GREAT AND GREGORY 
NAZIANZEN, BISHOPS, DOCTORS OF THE 
CHURCH SPIRITUAL FRIENDSHIP LASTS 
FOR AGES  
Spiritual friendship is one of the greatest 
gifts of life in a faith community. Basil and 
Gregory, fourth-century patriarchs of the 
Eastern Church, had such a friendship and 
spurred each other on to great 
accomplishments and service in their 
spiritual lives. We all need community and 
spiritual support as we work through the 
mysteries of our own personal lives and 
the challenges presented by a suffering 
world. Who can you count on for support 
and encouragement in these hard times? 
Do your resolutions for this new year 
include cultivation of spiritual community 
and friendships?  
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 John 2:22-28; John 
1:19-28 (205). “All the ends of the Earth have 
seen the salvation by our God.” 
 
Next Sunday 
SUNDAY, JAN 03, 2021 SOLEMNITY OF THE 
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD BLESS THIS NEW 
YEAR OF GRACE. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 3:2-
3a, 5-6; Matthew 2:1-12 (20). “Rise up in splendor, 
Jerusalem! Your light has come.” 
 
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING CORNER 
Dec. 26-27, Feast of the Holy Family  
Today we celebrate that God is redeeming us and the 
world through Christ’s birth, life, death and resurrection 
in a real human family. God is incarnate in the midst of 
our chaotic world because he desires to free us from 
sin, fear and death. As we meditate with gratitude this 
great gift of love, our minds and hearts must remember 
our brothers and sisters whose need may overcome 
any sense of gratitude. This day pray for those who are 
alone and without the love of family around them, for 
families living in cars or on streets, for those who will 
starve this day. God is saving them, but are we being 
neighbor and family to them? 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27 , 8:00AM 
Thanksgiving to God for His Grace 
and Mercy, requested by Jeannette 
Assiongbon. 
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27, 10:00AM 
Traveling grace on Aloyaius Okereke 
family traveling to Nigera for his burial, 
requested by Mrs. Appolonia Okereke 
and family. 
 
 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

DECEMBER, 2020    
  
SUNDAY  MASSES 
8:00AM       10:00AM 
 
 
NEW YEARS, JAN 1, 2021 MASS 
10:00AM 

                       

DECEMBER 20, 2020 

OFFERTORY               $1708.00  
SVDP                  15.00 
E-GIVING              2070.41 
SVDP(E-GIVING)                 39.00 
MSP(E-GIVING)                 54.00 
IGBO              1291.00 
Christmas Donations                  380.00 
FLC/Debt Retirement                425.00 
40.00 DR (E-GIVING)               298.00 
Needs of Parish               400.00  
Needs of the Parish(E-GIV)         19.00 
Immaculate Conception               10.00                 
Gift Store                210.00  

 
NEEDS OF THE PARISH COLLECTION 
This collection helps to pay things like 
repairs, intervention, and other needs of 
the parish. This collection happens every 
last Sunday of the Month. We would like 
you to convert much of your gift to St 
Vincent the Paul to the needs of the Parish 
as the parish funds St Vincent the Paul 
monthly. Thanks for your generosity. 

 
HOW YOU CAN HELP OUR PARISH 
DURING THIS CHALLENGING TIME 
Remember, the Church depends on your 
weekly donation for paying bills, and 
maintaining of the Church facilities.  
Even though Masses and other events are 
cancelled, the Church is still operating. 
Your weekly offering and donations are 
direly needed.  If you are not online giver, 
you can still do so by going to 

www.holycrossaustin.org  and give your 
donation. You also can mail it if you are 
able to. Thank you for your faith and 
commitment. 
 
Dear Brothers and Sister, Thank you 
for all the work you did to get your 
church ready for the coming of Jesus.  
Therefore, my brothers, be steadfast, 
immovable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, knowing that your 
labor is not in vain in the Lord.  
1cor.15:58 
 
Very Rev. Father Basil thanks all 
Holy Cross Parishioners for their gifts 
of love, prayers and montary donation 
doing this Christmas season, and 
please know that each member of 
Holy Cross will be in his prayers daily  
 
 
 
 
PRAY FOR THE SICK  
Ella Adams                     Mary Anthony                
Evelyn Battle                  Mildred Carter 
B.J. Dukes                       Jude Ekpc 
Vanessa Downey-Little   Bernie Little  
Monica Godsey                Lester Johnson 
Marion Welch             Sam King, Jr. 
Vonnye Rice-Gardner   Bernadette Phifer                                      
Ella Pease                         Betty Ridley 
Mary Sobers                     Mary Waters 
Charlene Postell               Gladie Stelly 
Cornelius Harris               Jim Castro 
Pearl Cox            Brent Brown 
Frances Brown   
  

 
OFFICE CLOSING 
The church office will be closed 
Thursday, December 24, 2020 until 
Tuesday, January 5, 2021.  The 
telephones  will be monitored daily. In 
case of an emergency, and you are in 
need of a Priest, please call 512-653-
9001. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


