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SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 

 
 

INVEST JUST FIVE MINUTES A DAY, AND 
YOUR FAITH WILL DEEPEN AND GROW, A 
DAY AT A TIME.” 
 
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT Go all in 
Erin became a Roman Catholic in midlife. 
When asked why, she says she tried 
fiercely to make life work according to her 
plan. Erin told God many times how it 
should go, attempting to persuade the 
powers that be to see it her way. Then one 
day God replied: My plan for you is so 
beautiful, wonderful, elegant. Why not try it 
instead? When Erin celebrated the Rites 
for Candidates for Full Communion on a 
Lenten Sunday just like this one, she 
found the joy she was missing. Pray for 
this year’s candidates—and for candidates 
for years to come.  
TODAY'S READINGS: Genesis 22:1-2, 9a, 10-
13, 15-18; Romans 8:31b-34; Mark 9:2-10 (26). 
“If God is for us, who can be against us?”  
 
MONDAY, MAR 01, 2021 LENTEN 
WEEKDAY MERCY ME!  
Pope Francis called mercy the "beating 
heart of the gospel." Mercy is forbearance, 
divine favor, compassionate treatment of 
the distressed and undeserving. It’s 
another word for God’s love. Consider 
showing devotion to it by reciting the 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy, a rosary-based 
prayer that was received by Saint 
Faustina, a Polish nun in the 1930s, 
through visions of Jesus. Divine Mercy 
Sunday is celebrated the week after 
Easter, but many make the Chaplet part of 
their regular Lenten practice by reciting it 
every day at 3 p.m. (the traditional hour of 
Christ’s death). You can find the Chaplet 
on the USCCB website.  
TODAY'S READINGS: Daniel 9:4b-10; Luke 
6:36-38 (230). “Be merciful, just as your Father 
is merciful.”  
 
TUESDAY, MAR 02, 2021 LENTEN 
WEEKDAY CELEBRATE HUMBLE 
HISTORY  
Women’s History Month celebrates well-
known women but also unsung heroines. 
How appropriate, then, that today is the 
feast of Agnes of Bohemia, a lesser-
known saint. First cousin of Elizabeth of 
Hungary—and descendent of Good King 
Wenceslaus—Agnes came upon her 
vocation naturally. She built a hospital for 
the poor, a Franciscan friary, and a 
monastery for Poor Clare nuns. When she 
also became a nun and was urged to 
become abbess, she referred to herself 
only as “senior sister.” She continued to 
cook for her sisters and mend the clothing 
of lepers rather than live a royal life. 
Celebrate the unsung heroines in your life. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 1:10, 16-20; 
Matthew 23:1-12 (231). "Whoever exalts himself 
will be humbled; but whoever humbles himself 
will be exalted.”  
 
WEDNESDAY, MAR 03, 2021 
MEMORIAL OF KATHARINE DREXEL, 
RELIGIOUS FOUNDER 
We have work to do Katharine Drexel 
(1858-1955) is a saint for our time. Born 
into a successful Philadelphia banking 
family, she used her wealth to improve the 
lives of others. Her Sisters of the Blessed 
Sacrament devoted their lives to education 
of Native and African Americans, building 
more than 100 schools in cities, rural 
areas, and on reservations. Though 
Katharine and her sisters at times faced 
criticism, endured racist taunts, and were 
threatened by the Ku Klux Klan, they 
remained steadfast in their mission. Patron 
saint of racial justice and philanthropy, 
Saint Katharine epitomizes the sacrifice of 
the Blessed Sacrament. How will you 
commit your own life to making the world 
more just?  
TODAY'S READINGS: Jeremiah 18:18-20; 
Matthew 20:17-28 (232). “Can you drink the 
chalice that I am going to drink?”  
 
THURSDAY, MAR 04, 2021 MEMORIAL 
OF CASIMIR GRACE UNDER 
PRESSURE  
Saint Casimir seemed destined for riches 
and power, but this patron saint of Poland, 
called the Peacemaker, took a different 
path. Born in 1458 to the king and queen 
of Poland, he was a devout, ascetic child. 
At age 14 his father had him lead an army 
to install himself as king of Hungary, but 
with an overpowering enemy and troops 
beginning to desert, Casimir instead 
returned home. His furious father exiled 
him, but Casimir would never again take 
up arms. Rejecting violence when those 
around you embrace it can take great 
inner strength. Cultivate an inner compass 
that can pursue peace despite pressure. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Jeremiah 17:5-10; Luke 
16:19-31 (233). “Blessed is the man who trusts 
in the LORD, whose hope is the LORD.”  
 
Friday, Mar 05, 2021 LENTEN 
WEEKDAY; DAY OF ABSTINENCE Pray 
for besieged people everywhere Prayer is 
our life with God. Sometimes we carve out 
a particular time during the day, and 
sometimes there are specific words, 
images, or experiences that help us be 
more aware of or express our relationship 
with God. And so of course during Lent 
prayer is one of the pillars, along with 
fasting and alms giving, that help us turn 
to God. On today’s 2021 World Day of 

Prayer, an ecumenical observance, we are 
invited to “Build on a strong foundation.” 
This theme comes from the women of 
Vanuatu, an island hit by Cyclone Harold 
in 2020. Despite the perils they faced—
and we've all faced in a year of 
pandemic—the message of today's prayer 
is one of confidence in God's 
steadfastness and the rock of faith. Unite 
in prayer for healing and recovery. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Genesis 37:3-4, 12-13a, 
17b-28a; Matthew 21:33-43, 45-46 (234). “The 
kingdom of God will be . . . given to a people 
that will produce its fruit.” Saturday,  
 
MAR 06, 2021 LENTEN WEEKDAY 
SIBLING RIVALRY OF BIBLICAL 
PROPORTIONS  
The Parable of the Prodigal Son could as 
easily be called the Parable of the Bitter 
Brother. The story might have ended with 
the celebration at the return of the 
repentant prodigal. But instead we are left 
to ponder the feelings of the “good son,” 
the obedient one who followed all the rules 
but never got a party thrown in his honor. 
It’s a very human story, reenacted in 
nearly every family in one form or another. 
“Mother always liked you best.” “You were 
Dad’s favorite.” “All we ever did was bail 
you out of trouble.” Will the bitter brother in 
the gospel story reconcile? Has bitterness 
or division in your own family been 
reconciled? Consider being the reconciler 
who brings it about.  
TODAY'S READINGS: Micah 7:14-15, 18-20; 
Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 (235). “Look, all these years 
I served you and not once did I disobey your 
orders; yet you never gave me even a young 
goat to feast on with my friends.” 
 
Next Sunday 
SUNDAY, MAR 07, 2021 THIRD 
SUNDAY OF LENT BALANCING ACT 
TODAY'S READINGS: Year B: Exodus 20:1-
17; I Corinthians 1:22-25; John 2:13-25 (29). 
“Jews demand signs and Greeks look for 
wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified.” 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 8:00AM 
For all Holy Cross parishioners who are still 
suffering from the storm, every storm runs out of 
rain, just like every dark night turns into day, 
remember with Jesus in the boat we can smile 
through the Storm 
 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 10:00AM 
In loving Memory of Mr. Godfrey Chima, and 
thanksgiving for God’s protecting the Chima 
family, requested by the Chima Family. 
 
Happy 18th Birthday to Esperrance 
Ukanda requested by her family. 
 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

FEBRUARY 2021  
TUESDAY-FRIDAY 
NOON MASS 
 
 
STATION OF THE CROSS 
FRIDAY 6:30PM   
  
SUNDAY  MASSES 
8:00AM       10:00AM 
 
IGBO MASS FEBRUARY 28, 2021 
1:30 

                       

FEBRUARY 21, 2021 

OFFERTORY                 $732.00  
E-GIVING              3086.10 
SVDP(E-GIVING)                   1.00 
MSP(E-GIVING)                   1.00 
FLC/Debt Retirement                   50.00 
DR (E-GIVING)               617.00 
Needs of the Parish(E-GIV)       326.02 
Needs of the Parish  25.00 
Ash Wednesday  75.00 

HOW YOU CAN HELP OUR PARISH 
DURING THIS CHALLENGING TIME 
Remember, the Church depends on your 
weekly donation for paying bills, and 
maintaining of the Church facilities.  
Even though Masses and other events are 
cancelled, the Church is still operating. 
Your weekly offering and donations are 
direly needed.  If you are not online giver, 
you can still do so by going to 
www.holycrossaustin.org  and give your 
donation. You also can mail it if you are 
able to. Thank you for your faith and 
commitment. 
 

           

 

Lent 
Solemn Religious Observance 
Lent is a solemn religious observance 
in the Christian liturgical calendar that 
begins on Ash Wednesday and ends 
approximately six weeks later, before 
Easter Sunday. The purpose of Lent is 
the preparation of the believer for 
Easter through prayer, doing penance, 
mortifying the flesh, repentance of 
sins, almsgiving, and self-denial. This 
event is observed in the Anglican, 
Eastern Orthodox, Lutheran, 
Methodist, Moravian, Presbyterian, 
Oriental Orthodox, Reformed, and 
Roman Catholic Churches. 
 
T H E  S A C R A M E N T  O F  
R E C O N C I L L I A T I O N               
Wednesday, March 24th, 7:00 PM, is a 
special day and time set aside at Holy 
Cross to receive God’s forgiveness in the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. The 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, also known 
as Confession or Penance, is a sacrament 
of healing and a light that is calling us 
home. In Scripture, light is frequently 
associated with Christ and darkness is 
always associated with sin or the Evil One.  
The Catholic Church is sometimes 
accused of being obsessed with sin. It 
would be more accurate to say the Church 
is obsessed with forgiveness. The words 
“forgive” and “forgiveness” appears 
frequently in our prayers and liturgy, as 
well as in the Bible. 

 

            
 
            ROSARY HOUR 
Please join us each Sunday at 
8:30PM for our Holy Cross Family 
Rosary. 
 

PRAY FOR THE SICK  
Ella Adams                     Mary Anthony                
Evelyn Battle                  Mildred Carter 
B.J. Dukes                       Jude Ekpc 
Vanessa Downey-Little   Bernie Little  
Monica Godsey                Lester Johnson 
Marion Welch             Sam King, Jr. 
Vonnye Rice-Gardner   Bernadette Phifer                                      
Ella Pease                         Betty Ridley 
Mary Sobers                     Mary Waters 
Charlene Postell               Gladie Stelly 
Cornelius Harris               Jim Castro 
Pearl Cox             Brent Brown 
Frances Brown             Naomi White 

 
 
  


