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TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

 

 
 

INVEST JUST FIVE MINUTES A DAY, AND YOUR 
FAITH WILL DEEPEN AND GROW, A DAY AT A 
TIME.” 
 
SUNDAY, AUG 22, 2021 
TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 
TIME 
WHO DO YOU SERVE? 
Songwriter Bob Dylan had a come-to-
Jesus moment in 1978 in a hotel room in 
Tucson, Arizona. More accurately, it 
seemed like Jesus came to him, as he felt 
“a presence in the room that couldn’t 
have been anybody but Jesus.” For four 
years, Dylan wrote songs critics panned 
as "God-awful gospel," and fans mourned 
the loss of what they'd come to expect 
from him. By 1981, Dylan had returned to 
his Jewish and folk-rock roots. Yet he 
never retracted his vision: "Well, it may be 
the devil, or it may be the Lord, but you 
gotta serve somebody." The choice 
remains ours. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Joshua 24:1-2a, 15-17, 
18b; Ephesians 5:21-32; John 6:60-69 (122). "If 
it does not please you to serve the LORD, 
decide today whom you will serve." 
 
MONDAY, AUG 23, 2021 
MEMORIAL OF ROSE OF LIMA, VIRGIN 
FAMILY FINESSE 
Parents have expectations of their kids, 
and kids want to make their own choices—
it’s part of the painful growing-up process. 
Rose of Lima was like a lot of teenagers 
who clashed with her parents about her 
future, and she was like a lot of saints who 
rankled family by refusing to marry. They 
never let her join a convent, but they didn’t 
force her to wed either, finally relenting to 
her choice of chastity. She lived out her 
brief life as she had wished, in prayer and 
penance. She is the patron saint of family 
problems. Everyone has them, so ask 
Rose for help. 
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5, 
8b-10; Matthew 23:13-22. “One who swears by 
heaven swears by the throne of God.” 
 
TUESDAY, AUG 24, 2021 
FEAST OF BARTHOLOMEW, APOSTLE 
PLAY A STIRRING ROLE 
Bartholomew, also called Nathanael, was 
one of the original 12 apostles and later, a 
traveling missionary. He embodied what it 
means to become a missionary disciple—
one who, upon being led to Jesus, wishes 
to lead others to him, too. As the U.S. 
bishops say in Go and Make Disciples, 
Jesus “gave the Church the unending task 
of evangelizing as a restless power, to stir 

and to stimulate.” Where can you stir 
interest in Jesus today? 
TODAY'S READINGS: Revelation 21:9b-14; 
John 1:45-51 (629). “Rabbi, you are the Son of 
God; you are the King of Israel.” 
 
WEDNESDAY, AUG 25, 2021 
THE PAST IS PRESENT 
Today, we are becoming aware of the 
deep truth that wrongs committed in the 
past, even generations ago, can still 
perpetuate evil. Such is the sin of racism, 
which the U.S. Catholic Bishops have 
repeatedly called “an evil which endures in 
our society and in our Church” (Brothers 
and Sisters to Us). Each of us is called to 
help dismantle racism, to reject profiting 
from the oppression of others, and to listen 
to the voices of those who have been 
silenced too long—for the sake of our 
past, present, and future. 
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Thessalonians 2:9-13; 
Matthew 23:27-32 (427). “You are like 
whitewashed tombs.” 
 
THURSDAY, AUG 26, 2021 
BE ALERT! 
Wakefulness is a term often used in 
spiritual writing. In today’s gospel, Jesus 
tells his disciples, “Stay awake! You do not 
know on which day your Lord will come.” 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
contains at least 20 references to being 
awake, usually in regard to “awakening 
faith.” The church wants its members to be 
vigilant and tells us in the catechism that 
the “Holy Spirit constantly seeks to 
awaken us to keep watch!” Ask the Holy 
Spirit to help you awaken to God’s 
presence today. 
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Thessalonians 3:7-13; 
Matthew 24:42-51 (428). “Jesus said to his 
disciples: ‘Stay awake!’” 
 
Friday, Aug 27, 2021 
MEMORIAL OF MONICA 
Hang in there 
Sometimes it feels like all of our small 
choices and actions will never amount to 
anything. Go big or go home, we’re told. 
Yet the stuff of transformation, healing, 
and love is knitted together one small thing 
at a time. Our call is to have faith and 
persist. Take a look at Saint Monica, a 
laywoman from North Africa, who day in 
and day out offered “small” acts of 
kindness, love, and care for her 
beloved yet wayward son Augustine. She 
never tired of believing in him, even 
storming heaven on his behalf. Persisting 
in the small things that are good, beautiful, 

and true can make a big difference. What 
small things are you called to persist in? 
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8; 
Matthew 25:1-13 (429). “Stay awake.” 
 
SATURDAY, AUG 28, 2021 
MEMORIAL OF AUGUSTINE, BISHOP, 
DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH 
LET HAPPINESS BE YOUR SONG 
Like all larger-than-life historical figures, 
Saint Augustine and his legacy are subject 
to debate. Some find in his vast work 
reason to take a pessimistic view of 
humanity. But he was quite life-affirming 
in his conviction that the happiness found 
in following God is indeed the only worthy 
and lasting happiness. “Happy is [the one] 
who has God,” he succinctly put it. To 
“have” God for Augustine meant to love 
God, citing Psalm 72: “For me it is good to 
cling to God.” Or, as Pharrell Williams put 
it in his blockbuster song “Happy” a few 
years back, “Clap along if you feel like 
happiness is the truth.” 
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Thessalonians 4:9-11; 
Matthew 25:14-30 (430). “You yourselves have 
been taught by God to love one another.” 
Invest just 
 
Next Sunday 
SUNDAY, AUG 29, 2021 
TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
PURITY IS NOT AN ABSTINENCE TEST 
TODAY'S READINGS: Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-8; 
James 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27; Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 
21-23. “Religion that is pure is this: to care for 
orphans and widows in their affliction.” 
 
 
 

CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING CORNER 
Aug. 21-22 -- 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
In the second reading this week, St. Paul 
uses the image of marriage to talk about 
Christ’s love and commitment to us – the 
church. The long version of the reading 
has this crucial sentence; “Be subordinate 
to one another out of reverence for Christ.” 
It is not a part of our culture to choose 
subordination, but as the other readings 
point out, we have a choice. Choosing to 
accept discipleship means choosing 
humility and deference to one another – 
especially those who are poor and most 
vulnerable. It is not easy, but it is the way 
that leads to eternal life and joy! 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
SUNDAY AUGUST 22N, 8:00AM 
In loving memory of Delphine Parker, 
requested by Barbara Scott 
 
Mass for special intentions for 
Gregory Brooks, Jr. 
 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 22ND, 10:00AM  
God’s Blessings and safe travels for 
Esperance Ukanda, as she leaves for 
college, requested by her family 
 
Happy 69 Wedding Anniversary to Dr. 
Exalton and Mrs. Wilhermina Delco, 
requested by their children. 
  
Mass for special intentions for 
Gregory Brooks, Jr. 
 
CALENDAR OF WEEKLY EVENTS 
Sunday Mass  
8:00am – 10:00AM 
Rosary – 8:30PM ZOOM 
 
Week Day Mass 12 Noon Tue – Fri 

                   

AUGUST 8, 2021 

OFFERTORY            $12,308.00 
FEAST OF ASSUM.               106.00 
E-GIVING              2356.78 
SVDP(E-GIVING)                 29.00 
FLC/DR(E-GIVING               937.00 
MSP(E-GIVING)                 29.00 
FLC/Debt Retirement            406.00  
NEEDS OF PARISH(E-GIV)    169.00 
NEEDS OF THE PARISH    500.00 
ALTAR FLOWERS               100.00 
CHAIR RENTAL  50.00 
GIFT STORE  35.00 
                

 
Today is the The Twenty-First 
Sunday In Ordinary Time, found in 
our new gray hardback, “Word of 
The Lord”, Lectionary, Year B, page 
403 
 
 
 
 

HOLY CROSS FAMILY ROSARY  
Please join us on Zoom, 
https://zoom.us/j/98265193279Sunday’s 
at 8:30PM. 
 

 
PRAY FOR THE SICK  
Ella Adams                      Mary Anthony                
Evelyn Battle                   Mildred Carter 
B.J. Dukes                       Jude Ekpe 
Monica Godsey                Lester Johnson 
Marion Welch             Sam King, Jr. 
Vonnye Rice-Gardner   Bernadette Phifer                                      
Ella Pease                         Betty Ridley 
Mary Sobers                     Mary Waters 
Gloria Harris                    Gladie Stelly 
Cornelius Harris               Jim Castro 
Dr. Joe Quander               Sylvia Castro 
Pearl Cox                          Frances Brown      
Naomi White 
DeKarlos Blackmon 
 

 
CCD/RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Registration for CCD/Religious 
Education will be after the 10:00am, 
mass in the FLC.  Classes will start 
Sunday, September 19th, after the 
10:00am Mass.   
 
 
 

 
 
The family Life Center (FLC) is now 
available for renting.  If you would like 
to schedule your next meeting, 
parties, or major event in our FLC at 
Holy Cross, please see the church 
office for an application and rates. 
 
 


