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 THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 INVEST JUST FIVE MINUTES A DAY, 
 AND YOUR FAITH WILL DEEPEN AND 

 GROW, A DAY AT A TIME. 

 SUNDAY, DEC 12, 2021 
 THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT QUEEN 
 OF MERCY, WATCH OVER US 
 Often, we seek guidance, wondering 
 like those around John the Baptist: 
 What should we do? The answer's a 
 simple one: show mercy. Our 
 adversaries, family members, and we 
 ourselves may be in need of such 
 compassion. When La Virgen Morena 
 (the Brown Virgin) appeared to Juan 
 Diego in Mexico and left her image on 
 his cactus-fiber cloak, her promise of 
 mercy to all who appealed to her was 
 sealed on the Americas. Our Lady of 
 Guadalupe, now patroness of Mexico 
 and empress of the Americas, extends 
 her reign across two continents and 
 around the globe. Respond with mercy 
 today. 
 TODAY'S READINGS:  Zephaniah 3:14-18a; 
 Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:10-18 (9). “The crowds 
 asked John the Baptist, ‘What should we do?’” 

 MONDAY, DEC 13, 2021 MEMORIAL OF 
 LUCY, MARTYR I CAN SEE CLEARLY 
 NOW 
 In these darkening days of December, 
 the Scandinavian festival of light held 
 on Saint Lucy’s feast day is a cheerful 
 sight to brighten spirits. In these 
 countries—and wherever 
 Scandinavians are found —girls dress 
 as Lucy in long white gowns with 
 wreaths of candles on their heads, 
 carrying sweets in procession as songs 
 are sung. Similar practices can be 
 found in Italy and Croatia. Whether you 
 belong to those ethnicities or not, why 
 not incorporate the festival into your 
 family holiday traditions? Saint Lucy is 
 the patron and protector of 
 eyesight—ask her to help you focus 
 yours, to see more clearly the coming 
 of the radiant king. 
 TODAY'S READINGS  : Numbers 24:2-7, 
 15-17a; Matthew 21:23-27 (187). “By what 
 authority are you doing these things? And 
 who gave you this authority?” 

 TUESDAY, DEC 14, 2021 MEMORIAL OF 
 JOHN OF THE CROSS, PRIEST, 
 DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH CARRIED 
 BY LOVE 
 Saint John of the Cross was named a 
 doctor of the church for his profound, 
 poetic writings on Christian mysticism. 

 As a spiritual phenomenon, mysticism 
 is difficult to explain. Central ideas, 
 though, connect love and suffering. 
 Today, pause to remember the tragic 
 school shooting at Sandy Hook 
 Elementary and contemplate this 
 meditation by John and remember to 
 love: “I saw the river over which every 
 soul must pass to reach the kingdom of 
 heaven, and the name of that river was 
 suffering. And I saw a boat which 
 carries souls across the river, and the 
 name of that boat was love.” 
 TODAY'S READINGS  : Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13; 
 Matthew 21:28-32 (188). “Then will I remove 
 from your midst the proud braggarts, and you 
 shall no longer exalt yourself.” 

 WEDNESDAY, DEC 15, 2021 ADVENT 
 WEEKDAY JESUS, OUR JUSTICE AND 
 OUR PEACE 
 The coming of Jesus into the world was 
 ultimately the coming of true justice 
 and peace. In today’s psalm, these two 
 virtues are said to have “kissed” when 
 the Messiah arrived on Earth. What an 
 incredible image! Every promise of God 
 finds its yes in the One who frees us 
 from sin and death. In the gospel 
 reading, Jesus proves by his 
 miraculous love that he is the 
 long-hoped-for Messiah. Today, 
 remember that as we anticipate 
 Christmas, the fulfillment of all our 
 hopes and dreams is the justice and 
 peace of Jesus. Perhaps not what we 
 expected, but what we need! 
 TODAY'S READINGS  : Isaiah 45:6c-8, 18, 
 21c-25; Luke 7:18b-23 (189). “Kindness and 
 truth shall meet; justice and peace shall kiss. 
 Truth shall spring out of the earth, and justice 
 shall look down from heaven.” 

 THURSDAY, DEC 16, 2021 ADVENT 
 WEEKDAY DIFFERENTLY BLESSED 
 Today’s first reading refers to an idea 
 repeated many times in the Bible: that 
 children are a blessing from God. 
 Catholic teaching on situations where 
 bearing children is not possible is not 
 the inverse, however. The church has 
 never taught that infertility or any other 
 limitation is a punishment or “curse” 
 from God. To the contrary, Catholic 
 tradition emphasizes that persons in 
 every situation or condition deserve 
 our full attention, respect, and caring 
 concern. How can you practice 
 empathy toward those whose family life 
 has taken a less common direction? 
 TODAY'S READINGS  : Isaiah 54:1-10; Luke 
 7:24-30 (190). “Among those born of women, no 

 one is greater than John; yet the least in the 
 Kingdom of God is greater than he.” 

 FRIDAY, DEC 17, 2021 ADVENT 
 WEEKDAY (O WISDOM) MAKE THE 
 WISE CHOICE 
 Today the church begins to sing the O 
 Antiphons to accompany the Advent 
 evening prayer of Mary’s Magnificat. 
 These short, sung phrases remind us 
 of our need for salvation and our desire 
 to embody the divine characteristics of 
 our Savior. Today we pray for 
 knowledge. This is not the knowledge 
 that wins arguments around the dinner 
 table, but the knowledge that shines a 
 light on who we are, where we came 
 from, and what we are called to do. It is 
 the knowledge that comes with 
 discernment and brings us peace. May 
 wisdom be our teacher. 
 TODAY'S READINGS  : Genesis 49:2, 8-10; 
 Matthew 1:1-17 (193). “O Wisdom of our God 
 Most High, guiding creation with power and 
 love: come to teach us the path of knowledge!” 

 SATURDAY, DEC 18, 2021 ADVENT 
 WEEKDAY (O SACRED LORD) WALK 
 EACH OTHER HOME 
 The theme for this year’s International 
 Migrants Day is “Reimagining Human 
 Mobility.” U.N. Secretary-General 
 António Guterres calls upon citizens of 
 the world to “seize the opportunity of 
 the recovery from the pandemic to 
 implement safe, orderly, and regular 
 migration and enable migrants to build 
 more inclusive and resilient societies.” 
 Today’s O Antiphon recalls the 
 migration of Israel from Egypt to 
 Palestine and asks God to guide the 
 movement of peoples. Because we all 
 can trace our ancestry back to 
 migrating people at one time or 
 another, it is appropriate today to pray 
 for people on the move seeking new 
 homes and new lives in new lands. 
 TODAY'S READINGS: Jeremiah 23:5-8; 
 Matthew 1:18-25 (194). “And they shall name 
 him Emmanuel, which means ‘God is with us.’” 

 Next Sunday 
 SUNDAY, DEC 19, 2021 FOURTH SUNDAY OF 
 ADVENT (O FLOWER OF JESSE'S STEM) 
 TODAY'S READINGS  : Micah 5:1-4a; Hebrews 
 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45 (12). "Blessed are you among 
 women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb  ." 

 Catholic Social Teaching Corner 
 Dec. 11-12, Third Sunday of Advent 
 On this Gaudete Sunday, we await with 
 great joy and hope for the birth of Our 
 Saviour. How does Jesus come to you 
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 THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 today, in the whisper of the wind or in the 
 cries of a child? How are your preparing 
 your heart for when he will come again? 
 Have you been to confession to lately? 

 MASS INTENTIONS 
 SUNDAY DECEMBER 12, 8:00AM 
 Happy Birthday for our Pastor, Father 
 Basil. 

 Happy Birthday to Gene Phillips, Jr., 
 requested by Marlexa, Trey, Sydni and 
 Derek. 

 For the repose of the soul of France P. 
 Smith, Requested by Barbara Scott. 

 In loving memory for Mary Brown Richard 
 Owens, requested by Lena Brown-Owens. 

 Thanksgiving for God’s protection during 
 travel to Nigera for the Onaoha family 

 SUNDAY DECEMBER 12, 10:00AM 
 Happy Birthday for our Pastor Fther Basil. 

 In loving memory Tom Crawford, 
 requested by Chris and Kaye Crawford. 

 For God’s Protection, requested by Mecry 
 Chima. 

 In thanksgiving for all Blessings, requested 
 by the Owerri  Peoples Assn. 

 CALENDAR OF WEEKLY EVENTS 

 Sunday Mass 
 8:00am – 10:00AM 
 12 Noon day Mass,Tues -Friday 

 DECEMBER 04, 2021 
 OFFERTORY  $4894.00 
 E-GIVING  2931.45 
 SVDP  200.00 
 SVDP(E-G)  261.00 
 FLC/DR(E-GIVING  792.00 
 MSP(E-GIVING)  26.00 
 MSP                                          90.00 
 NEEDS OF PARISH              100.00 
 NEEDS OF PARISH(E-GIV)  51.00 
 Raffle  500.00 
 Gife Store  118.00 

 Today is The Third Sunday Of Advent 

 found in our gray hardback, “Word 
 of The Lord”, Lectionary, Year C, 
 page 445. 

 PRAY  FOR THE SICK 

 Ella Adams                      Mary Anthony 
 Evelyn Battle                   Mildred Carter 
 B.J. Dukes                       Jude Ekpe 
 Monica Godsey                Lester Johnson 
 Marion Welch  Vonnye Rice-Gardner 
 Pearl Cox                        Bernadette Phifer 
 Ella Pease                         Betty Ridley 
 Mary Sobers                     Mary Waters 
 Frances Brown                 Moffett Waters 
 Gloria Harris                    Cornelius Harris 
 Tina Frank 
 Dr. Joe Quander               Naomi White 
 DeKarlos Blackmon 

 WOMEN’S DISCERNMENT DINNER(S) 
  All women seeking the Lord’s will for their 
 life are invited to attend a discernment 
 dinners at the University Catholic Center, 
 2010 University Avenue, Austin, Texas.  
 The dinner(s) will be held the third 
 Wednesday of each month from 7 – 9 
 p.m., beginning December 15.  For more 
 information, send an e-mail to:  
 areyoucalledatx@gmail.com  . 

 EIM 
 Online EIM training is available until 
 January 2, 2022  
 To update  /  renew EIM compliance go to: 
 www.austindiocese.org/workshop   or  
 www.austindiocese.org/taller-de-eim   to 
 complete the  
 online training today! 

 HOLY CROSS HOLIDAY RAFFLE 
 Our  Parish is sponsoring a  Holiday 
 Raffle  .  There are over  $3,000  worth of 
 prizes, all with your name on them  😊 ,    
 however, you must purchase your tickets 
 to able eligible to win.  Raffle tickets may 
 be purchased and prize donations are 
 being accepted after 8 and 10 AM Masses 
 each Sunday.  The proceeds from this 
 raffle will help to offset the costs of some 
 of the major unexpected projects 
 underway.  Please see Fundraising 
 Committee Co-Chairs, Leon Roberts and 
 Brenda Jones if there are any questions 

 HOLY CROSS 
 CHRISTMAS PARTY 
 Christmas Party, 
 Wednesday, December 22, 
 2021, please come and 
 enjoy 
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