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THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

 
 

INVEST JUST FIVE MINUTES A DAY, 
AND YOUR FAITH WILL DEEPEN AND 
GROW, A DAY AT A TIME. 

  
SUNDAY, JAN 09, 2022 FEAST OF THE 
BAPTISM OF THE LORD TELL IT LIKE 
IT IS  
The hidden days are over. When the Spirit 
descends on Jesus and the heavenly 
voice proclaims him beloved, Jesus is 
effectively outed as the Divine Son. Did 
Jesus know this was the hour when his 
private life would come to an end? When 
any dreams he may have had for a quiet 
domestic existence were surrendered for 
good? The underlying truth is that on the 
day of our Baptism, we each surrender the 
notion of a private world that's all about us. 
As Pope Francis puts it, "Immersing us in 
Christ, Baptism also makes us members 
of his body, which is the Church, and 
participants in its mission in the world.” Be 
the beloved. Share the love.  
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 or 
40:1-5, 9-11; Acts 10:34-38 or Titus 2:11-14; 
Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 (21). “You are my beloved 
Son; with you I am well pleased.”  
 
MONDAY, JAN 10, 2022 GIVE EVERY 
CHILD A CHANCE  
According to the National Center for Child 
Poverty, about 15 million children in the 
United States—21 percent of all children— 
live in families with incomes below the 
federal poverty line. The Christ Child 
Society seeks to address the critical needs 
of these children. U.S.-born Servant of 
God Mary Virginia Merrick, who died on 
this day in 1955, founded the Christ Child 
Society in 1887 at the age of 20—despite 
being paralyzed from a childhood injury. 
Today, its 6,000 members volunteer nearly 
400,000 hours and serve more than 
75,000 children and their families annually. 
You may find a chapter—or start one—at 
nationalchristchild.org.  
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Samuel 1:1-8; Mark 
1:14-20 (305). “Come after me, and I will make 
you fishers of men.”  
 
TUESDAY, JAN 11, 2022 PRAY THE 
WAY TO A MORE PERFECT UNION 
Dom Lambert Beauduin, a Belgian 
Benedictine monk, died this day in 1960—
but not without influencing the way we 
pray at Mass. As a liturgical scholar, 
Beauduin championed—years before 
Vatican II—the idea of worshipers actively 
participating in the Mass rather than sitting 
in pews to pray their private devotions. He 
promoted the idea of congregants literally 

“being on the same page,” able to follow 
along with the Latin by using worship 
aides to translate the words of priests and 
prayers. “Beauduin had an insatiable thirst 
for unity,” notes a biographer. Pray for 
greater unity in our church today.  
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Samuel 1:9-20; Mark 
1:21-28 (306). “On the sabbath he entered the 
synagogue and taught.”  
 
WEDNESDAY, JAN 12, 2022 HERE I AM, 
LORD  
Jesus saw his healing ministry of the sick 
and spiritually oppressed as a call from 
God. It is the same call each of us 
receives, not only to serve God and his 
people but to serve ourselves—to be our 
best selves, which will bring us the 
greatest joy. Saint Bernard of Clairvaux, 
known as an apostle of love, explains the 
profound grace that comes with 
responding to God's call in his “Jesus, the 
very thought of thee” hymn: “. . . how kind 
thou art! How good to those who seek!/ 
But what to those who find? Ah, this No 
tongue nor pen can show;/ The love of 
Jesus, what it is None but His loved ones 
know.”  
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Samuel 3:1-10, 19-20; 
Mark 1:29-39 (307). “Let us go on to the nearby 
villages that I may preach there also. For this 
purpose have I come.”  
 
THURSDAY, JAN 13, 2022 MEMORIAL 
OF HILARY, BISHOP, DOCTOR OF THE 
CHURCH  
In defense of the faith Saint Hilary (d. 468) 
was a bishop during a time of great 
contention in the early church. He was 
popularly selected to lead, and he 
undertook scholarship that continues to be 
recognized today. His informal title, 
“Hammer of the Arians,” has a violent ring 
to it, but in fact, he defended the Trinity 
against the Arian heresy through his 
writing, even though his opponents used 
the more forcible method of exile. Living a 
truly Christian life—loving those who 
oppose you, forgiving wrongs, turning the 
other cheek—has often been ridiculed by 
those who prefer the use of force. You can 
“defend” the faith by the way you choose 
to live.  
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Samuel 4:1-11; Mark 
1:40-45 (308). “A leper came to him and 
kneeling down begged him and said, ‘If you 
wish, you can make me clean.’ ”  
 
FRIDAY, JAN 14, 2022 I FEEL YOUR 
PAIN  
Healing gospel-style involves assessing 
the physical, mental, and spiritual health of 
the ill person. As Pope Francis says, 
Jesus asks us: “To stop and listen, to 

establish a direct and personal relationship 
with others, to feel empathy and 
compassion, and to let their suffering 
become our own as we seek to serve 
them.” This holistic approach is slowly 
being embraced by Western physicians. 
Today's healthcare providers are 
encouraged to use such tools as the FICA 
method to assess a patient’s faith; its 
importance in their decision-making; their 
connection to a community of like-minded 
believers; and the recommended action 
related to the spiritual assessment. We're 
all commissioned to be healers to some 
extent; the next time someone comes to 
you in pain, remember this compassionate 
approach.  
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Samuel 8:4-7, 10-22a; 
Mark 2:1-12 (309). “Which is easier, to say to 
the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, 
‘Rise, pick up your mat and walk’?”  
 
SATURDAY, JAN 15, 2022 THE STONE 
REJECTED  
In our continued observance of the Amoris 
Laetitia Family Year, we are reminded by 
Pope Francis to consider the complexities 
of people’s lives when we’re tempted to 
judge their family or marital situation. "It 
can no longer simply be said,” writes the 
pope, “that all those living in any ‘irregular 
situation’ are living in a state of mortal sin.” 
Non-traditional families need to be offered 
“understanding, comfort, and acceptance.” 
We need to stop applying moral laws as if 
they were, in the pope’s words, “stones to 
throw at a person’s life.” Consider today 
the grace of God’s mercy, compassion, 
and forgiveness operating in your own life. 
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Samuel 9:1-4, 17-19; 
10:1; Mark 2:13-17 (310). “Those who are well 
do not need a physician, but the sick do. I did 
not come to call the righteous but sinners.” 
 
Next Sunday  
SUNDAY, JAN 16, 2022 SECOND SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME YOU ARE GIFTED, ANY WAY 
YOU SLICE IT  
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 62:1-5; 1 Corinthians 
12:4-11; John 2:1- 11 (66). “To each individual the 
manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit.” 

 
Catholic Social Teaching Corner 
Jan. 8-9, Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 
Christ was sent into the world to bring glad 
tidings to the poor, to proclaim liberty to 
captives, to give sight to the blind, and to free 
the oppressed (Lk 4:18). Christ came to effect a 
great reconciliation, bringing about the salvation 
all. In Christ, through baptism, we are born 
again and made a royal priesthood, a holy 
people set apart. As a result, we, the common 
priesthood of the faithful, have a part in the 
mission of the whole body — bringing glad 
tidings, proclaiming liberty, giving sight to the 
blind and freeing the oppressed. 
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    MASS INTENTIONS 
SUNDAY JANUARY 9, 8:00AM 
Safe travels for Father Basil, as he travels 
throughout his country. 
 
For the repose of the Soul of Kimberly R. 
Scott on the 11th anniversary of her death, 
requested by Barbara Scott. 
 
SUNDAY JANUARY 9, 10:00AM 
Safe travels for Father Basil, as he travels 
throughout his country. 
 
Happy Birthday to Don Jones, requested 
by his family. 
 
Heavenly Birthday Blessings to Ronald 
Martin Collins,II, in our Lord’s arms, 
request by The Collins Family. 
. 
CALENDAR OF WEEKLY EVENTS 

Sunday Mass  
8:00am – 10:00AM 

          

JANUARY 2, 2022 
OFFERTORY               $3164.00 
E-GIVING              2863.86 
SVDP                  60.00 
SVDP(E-G)                 66.00 
FLC/DR(E-GIVING              316.00 
FLC/DR               260.00 
MSP(E-GIVING)                  1.00 
MSP                                           85.00  
NEEDS OF PARISH                  50.00 
NEEDS OF PARISH(E-GIV)    141.00 
Raffle                 50.00 
AC Repair   25.00 
WISH LIST               565.00  
FEAST OF H FAMILY               85.00 
S OF MARY               434.00 
GIFT STORE   15.00 
      

Today is The Baptism of The Lord  
found in our gray hardback, “Word of 
The Lord”, Lectionary, Year C, page 
456. 

GREETING FROM FATHER BASIL 
Dear Parishioners: 
Thank each one of you for your 
prayers and gifts.  I arrived safely in 
Nigera to be with my mom and family.  
Please know, you all will be in my 
daily prays, as I hope I will be in 
yours.  Stay safe may God continue to 
Bless you. 
Father Basil  

MASS FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE, 
HOLY CROSS IN AUSTIN 
The annual Mass for Peace and Justice 
commemorating the legacy of Martin 
Luther King Jr. will be celebrated Jan. 15 
at 11 a.m. at Holy Cross Parish in Austin. 
All are invited to come together to pray for 
life, charity and peace.  
 
 
JOB OPENINGS AT THE DIOCESE OF 
AUSTIN 
If you know of someone who would make 
a good fit for either job, please encourage 
them to apply.   
 

Maintenance Specialist  
https://austindiocese.isolvedhire.com/jobs/
477191.html 

System Support Specialist 
https://austindiocese.isolvedhire.com/jobs/
344714.html 

SYNOD LISTENING SESSION             
The entire Catholic Church is called to 
participate in the upcoming Synod of 
Bishops. In preparation for the 
international Synod of Bishops in 2023, 
Pope Francis wants your input on the topic 
of “For a Synodal Church, Communion, 
Participation, and Mission.” You are invited 
to join Father Basil for a virtual parish 
listening session via Zoom on Thursday, 
February 3, 2022, 6-8:30 pm, which will be 
facilitated by Joyce James. Please 
invite family and friends — Bishop 
Vásquez wants everyone to participate in 
this listening session. To RSVP, please 
email Shannon Johnson 
at shannondmj@gmail.com and a Zoom 
link will be emailed to attendees. If you 
can’t make the parish listening session, 
please take the time to share your opinion 
online 
at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DOAS
ynodalChurch. If you are not able to attend 
the Zoom meeting or submit your opinion 
online, please call Shannon Johnson at 
512-922-3423 for other options to provide 
input. 

    

 
Our flowers for the Altar are donated by 
Lena Brown Owens 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 
PRAY  FOR THE SICK  

Ella Adams                      Mary Anthony                
Evelyn Battle                   Mildred Carter 
B.J. Dukes                       Jude Ekpe 
Monica Godsey                Lester Johnson 
Marion Welch     Vonnye Rice-Gardner  
Pearl Cox                        Bernadette Phifer                                      
Ella Pease                         Betty Ridley 
Mary Sobers                     Mary Waters 
Frances Brown                 Moffett Waters 
Gloria Harris                    Cornelius Harris         
Tina Frank 
Dr. Joe Quander               Naomi White 
DeKarlos Blackmon 
 
 


