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Solemnity of the EPIPHANY OF THE LORD  

 
 

INVEST JUST FIVE MINUTES A DAY, 
AND YOUR FAITH WILL DEEPEN AND 
GROW, A DAY AT A TIME.  
 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 08, 2023 
SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY OF 
THE LORD; BLESS THIS MESS:  Do a 
perimeter walk of your home.  What do 
you see?  Each room tells a story, every 
corner contains a chapter about who lives 
here and what happens between these 
walls.  Catholic Household Blessings and 
Prayers recommends we bless our homes 
annually on Epiphany in imitation of the 
wise ones who once followed the divine 
presence to a humble dwelling.  What sort 
of blessing might each area need?  What 
requires a blessing:  the kitchen table, 
living room sofa, or home office desk?  A 
child’s room or elder’s sickbed?  Don’t 
forget the front door - the passageway to 
every other story that involves us. 
TODAY'S READINGS:  Isaiah 60:1-6; 
Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6,; Matthew 2:1-12 
(20), “Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! 
Your light has come.” 
 
MONDAY, JANUARY 09, 2023  
FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE 
LORD; BE A CARRIER OF PEACE:  
Pigeons and doves are different species 
within the same family of birds.  The 
homing pigeon, also called the mail or 
carrier pigeon, is a variety bred for its 
ability to find its way home over extremely 
long distances of up to 1,000 miles or 
more.  Because of this skill, they were 
used to carry messages throughout 
history.  The dove, of course, is a symbol 
of peace and hope, and famously carried 
an olive branch to Noah on the Ark after 
the great flood.  If you want to send a 
similar message, you don’t have to go 
nearly as far.  Just extend peace and hope 
across the dinner table of over the 
neighbor’s fence.  
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 
or Acts 10:34-38; Matthew 3:13-17 (21),  
“He saw the Spirit of God descending like 
a dove and coming upon him.” 
 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 10, 2023; FIRST 
WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME:  GIVE 
PEACE EVERY CHANCE:  On this day in 
1920, the Treaty of Versailles formally 
ended World War I.  On this same day in 
1946 – following World War II – the UN 
General Assembly met for the very first 
time, gathering on church property at the 
Methodist Central Hall in London.  And on 
January 10, 1984 the United States and 
Vatican City re-established full diplomatic 
relations after 117 years.  It’s not enough 

for Christians to worship the Prince of 
Peace.  “We must work tirelessly to avoid 
war between nations and peoples.” Writes 
Pope Francis in Fratelli Tutti (On Fraternity 
and Social Friendship).  There is a need to 
ensure … tireless recourse to negotiation, 
mediation, and arbitration.”  Learn more at 
Pax Christi USA. 
TODAY'S READINGS:  Hebrews 2:5-12; 
Mark 1:21-28 (306).  “The people were 
astonished at His teaching, for He taught 
them as one having authority and not as 
the scribes.” 
 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11, 2023: 
MEASURE WITH MERCY:  On this day in 
314 – or the day before; the history is 
unclear- Pope Saint Miltiades died after a 
life of historic twists and turns that would 
help define the Early church.  Born to 
North African parents, Miltiades was the 
second of the Catholic chruch’s three 
Aftican popes, having been elected in 311, 
shortly after the end of the persecutions of 
Emperor Diocletian.  As pope, Militiades 
was most famous for rejecting the 
Donatists, who argued that apostates who 
repent needed to be re-baptized (and re-
ordained, if priests).  In an age of 
manifestly imperfect priests, may we 
model Pope Miltiades’ mercy and 
forgiveness for all the fallen – starting with 
ourselves! 
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 John 3:7-10; 
John 1:35-42 (207). “The person who acts 
in righteousness is righteous, just as he is 
righteous.” 
 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 12, 2023  
PULL BACK THE CURTAIN WITH 
CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER:  Fans of 
The Wizard of Oz relish the moment when 
a curtain is drawn and the Great and 
Terrible Oz is shown to be an ordinary 
man.  In a way, the tradition of 
contemplative prayer is an attempt to pull 
back the curtain but with reverse results.  
Instead of seeing the wonderous as 
ordinary, contemplation is meant to move 
people to see the depth and intricacy and 
wonder of the ordinary.  In other words, 
contemplative prayer wants us to see 
God’s face everywhere.  Consider the 
times when God’s presence became 
tangible for you  Build a time into today to 
seek that presence. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Hebrews 3:7-14; 
Mark 1:40-45 (308).  “Moved with pity, he 
stretched out His hand, touched the leper, 
and said to him,’I do will it.  Be made 
clean.’” 
 
 

 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 13, 2023   
MEMORIAL OF HILARY, BISHOP, 
DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH; THE WORD 
IS OUT:  Saint Hilary, born in Poitiers in 
southwest France in 315, had a learned 
education but was not raised Christian.  
Able to read the biblical languages, 
however, he was drawn to Christianity by 
the beauty and power of the prologue of 
the Gospel of John (John 1:1-18) and 
spent his life in strong defense of the 
divinity of Jesus, a controversial subject at 
the time.  Recognition of his tireless efforts 
eventually earned him the high title of 
doctor of the church.  Perhaps John’s 
prologue has a word to speak to you as 
well.  Why not dip into its powerful 
language today? 
TODAY'S READINGS:  Hebrews 4:1-5, 
11; Mark 2:1-12 (309) “Which is easier, to 
say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are 
forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise, pick up your mat 
and walk’?” 
 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 14 , 2023 
OPTIONAL MEMORIAL OF THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY; ACCEPTED 
UNCONDITIONALLY:  Levi was an 
outcast of his people.  Because of his 
position at the Roman customs post, not 
only he but also his family were held in 
disdain.  His alliance with the Romans was 
considered treasonous and his wealth ill-
gotten.  Levi had many character flaws, 
yet Jesus chose him as a disciple, and he 
accepted.  This is good news for the 
outcasts of our generation, the people our 
society and sometimes our church counts 
as unacceptable.  It’s good news for all of 
us, to be honest, as we all fall short in one 
way of another.  Thankfully, Jesus sees 
past our shortcomings, imitate Jesus 
before judging others. 
TODAY'S READINGS:  Hebrews 4:12-16; 
Mark 2:13-17 (310).  “I did not come to call 
the righteous but sinners.” 
 
Next Sunday  
Sunday, Jan 15, 2023 
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time:  
Tend your inner lamp 
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 49:3, 5-6; 1 
Corinthians 1:1-3; John 1:29-34 (64).  “I 
will make you a light to the nation, that my 
salvation may reach to the ends of the 
earth.” 
CATHOLIC SCHOOL TEACHING CORNER 
Jan. 7 - 8, 2023, THE EPIPHANY OF THE 
LORD.  In this Sunday’s Gospel, we find the 
magi following the star to find Jesus. How 
can we lead others to Christ just as the star 
did for the magi? 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
SUNDAY, January 8, 2023  8:00AM 
 
Happy Birthday to Kim Boston. 
 
For the repose of the soul of Kimberly 
Scott, on the 12th anniversary of her death, 
requested by her mother Barbara Scott. 

 
For the repose of the soul of Gene A. 
Phillips Sr., Elizabeth and William Phillips, 
Raleigh and Nedia Haydel all requested by 
Derek Phillips. 
 
SUNDAY, January 8, 2023  10:00AM 
Happy Birthday to Don Jones, requested 
by his family. 
 
Happy Birthday in Heaven to Martin 
Collins, ll, requested by Ron and Carolyn 
Collins and Family. 

CALENDAR OF WEEKLY EVENTS 
SUNDAY MASS 
8:00AM – 10:00AM 
 
FAMILY ROSARY  ZOOM 
SUNDAY - 8:30PM 

 
 

January 1, 2023  
OFFETORY $5767.00 
OFFETORY (E-GIVE) $ 
SVDP $125.00 
SVDP (E-GIVE)                                    $ 
FLC/DR(E-GIVE) $ 
FLC/DR $340.00 
NEEDS OF PARISH $350.00 
NEEDS OF PARISH (E-GIVE) $ 
MSP $10.00 
MSP (E-GIVE) $ 
CANDLES $119.00 
GIFT STORE $810.00 

Today is  
Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord,  

Found in our gray hardback, 
“Word of The Lord”, 

Lectionary, Year A, page 93. 

 
Last weekend we were blessed to have a 
visiting priest from Cross Catholic Outreach. 
More than ever, poor families in developing 
countries are depending on Catholic missions 
for assistance with food, water, shelter, medical 
care and spiritual nourishment. It’s not too late 
to support Cross Catholic Outreach and the 
efforts of these vital international missions. To 
participate, please go to CrossCatholic.org 
/outreach, or text BLESSINGS to 474747. 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Ella Adams                        Mr. Lima Galega                
Mary Anthony              Vonnye Rice-Gardner               
Troy Anthony              Bernadette Phifer 
Evelyn Battle               Betty Ridley    
Tina Frank                 Mary Sobers                
Mildred Carter                         Mary Waters 
Jim Castro                                Moffet Waters 
Pearl Cox                                Marion Welch 
B.J. Dukes                               Dr. Joe Quander 
Monica Godsey                       Jackie Wallace           
Gloria Harris                           Jonathan Bryan 
Lester Johnson             Naomi White 
Jerry Wallace              Debbie Juhlke 

TOLTON PLAY COMES TO THE  
AUSTIN DIOCESE  JAN. 12-17 

Tolton: From Slave to Priest, a live 
theatrical one-man drama performed by 
actor Jim Coleman and directed by 
Leonardo Defilippis of Saint Luke 
Productions, will be presented at St. 
Michael’s Catholic Academy Theatre in 
Austin Jan. 12 and Jan. 13 at 6:30 p.m. 
and Jan. 14 at 11:30 a.m.; at St. Joseph 
Catholic Church Gym in Killeen on Jan. 15 
at noon. The play is based on the life of 
Father Augustus Tolton, the first African 
American priest. The play is suitable for 
ages 10 and up. Admission is $10 per 
person.To purchase tickets, 
visit www.austindiocese.org/tolton-from-
slave-to-priest or call Yolanda Sanchez at 
(512) 949-2486. 

COMMEMORATE  
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. 

The Most Reverend Joseph N. Perry, 
auxiliary bishop of Chicago and postulator 
of the Cause for Canonization of the 
Venerable Father Augustus Tolton, will 
keynote the annual Commemoration of 
the Legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
on Jan. 14 at 10 a.m. at St. Michael’s 
Catholic Academy in Austin. Bishop 
Perry will discuss the work and life of 
Tolton and the legacy of King for the 
purposes of highlighting not only the duty 
of the Christian faithful to become drum 
majors for justice, but also fostering 
vocations, cultivating missions and 
discipleship and strengthening family life. 
For more information, visit 
www.austindiocese.org/ black-catholics. 

KPC UNIT 284 
BASKET BINGO 

Save the Date!  Sunday, February 5th 
after the 10:00AM Mass in the Family Life 
Center, KPC Unit #284, will host their 
annual Basket Bingo Fundraiser.  
Proceeds from this event will benefit the 
KPC 284 and Holy Cross Scholarship 
Funds.  Fun for all! 

 
Happy New Year Holy Cross! 

The HC Dance Ministry  welcomes new 
members who would like to dance in 
praise of the Lord.  Practice will 
begin today,  January 8th after the 
10:00am Mass.  The Men's Dance group 
begins on Sunday, January 15, after CCD 
classes.  Please contact Mrs. Elina Mullen 
if you have any questions. 
 
FROM THE PASTOR 

 
Happy New Year to all of you!   
I arrived home safely, and now 
am with my mom and family. 
Thank all of you for your 
prayers, love and support 
during the holiday season. 
Please know I will remember all 
of you in my daily prayers. 

 


