
Sacratment of Matrimony & Marriage Preparation Guidelines



Preparation
GUIDELINES & ARCHDIOCESAN 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
St. Mark the Evangelist parish extends our best wishes as
you begin your preparations for marriage. We want to
help you prepare for the Sacrament of Matrimony.  

The Catechism of the Catholic Church defines marriage as “a
covenant by which a man and woman establish between
themselves a partnership of their whole life...ordered to the well-
being of the spouses and to the procreation and upbringing of
children.  It has, between the baptized, been raised by Christ the
Lord to the dignity of a Sacrament.” Marriage is more than merely
a contract, but is truly a covenantal relationship witnessed to by
the Church and your family and friends.  St. Mark Parish is very
fortunate to be able to help you in your preparation for this holy
state. These guidelines are to help you understand and prepare
for your wedding at St. Mark.

BASED ON THE POLICY OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF
INDIANAPOLIS, THESE ARE THE COMPONENTS OF THE
MARRIAGE PREPARATION PROGRAM AT ST. MARK. 

I. All couples desiring to marry in the

Archdiocese will notify the pastor as
soon as they become engaged,
because there is a six month
requirement for marriage preparation
before the desired wedding.

II. Parish-level programs will be the

primary forms of marriage
preparation, and these will utilize
the priest, deacon, Director of Faith
Formation, and a trained married
couple as a team.

III. A Couple-Relationship

Inventory will be used for purposes
of dialogue and discernment.

a. The pastor, deacon, or Director of
Faith Formation will administer the
FOCCUS Inventory.

b. The engaged couple will be
referred to a Sponsor Couple, a
married couple from the parish,
trained to lead them in discussion
and reflection.

IIV. The engaged couple is expected to attend a Tobit

Week-end, Archdiocese Pre-Cana, or an Online Marriage
Preparation 
Each selection is linked:

V. The engaged couple and priest or deacon will

prepare the wedding celebration according to the
liturgical guidelines of the Archdiocese of Indianapolis.  
Within the basic outline of the Church’s wedding rite,
there are options and choices to be made by the
engaged couple. The priest or deacon will explain
these choices.  In turn, the engaged couple and the
parish director of music will plan the music according
to the liturgical guidelines.

a. Tobit Weekend at Our Lady of Fatima Retreat House 

b. Archdiocese of Indianapolis Pre-Cana

c. Agapè Catholic Marriage Prep Pre-Cana
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http://www.archindy.org/fatima/calendar/tobit.html
http://www.archindy.org/fatima/calendar/tobit.html
http://www.archindy.org/fatima/calendar/tobit.html
http://www.archindy.org/marriageandfamily/marriage-precana.html
http://www.catholicmarriageprep.com/


Couple Planning to Marry
THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE

I. Talk to the priest/deacon celebrating your marriage who
will also schedule the date and time of the wedding. It is
permissible to invite a priest/deacon who is a relative or
friend to officiate at the wedding. (Rehearsal Section)

II. Register for a Marriage Preparation Weekend or course

III. Required documents 
a. Record of Baptism: Updated certificates, issued by the
parish where you were baptized (dated less than six
months before the wedding), are needed. You cannot use
originals or copies for this purpose.
b. Marriage license from the County Clerk - and bring to
the rehearsal. This may be obtained within 60 days of the
wedding day.
 

IV. Contact Parish Director of Music early. (Music Section)

V. Inform photographer/videographer of the parish
guidelines concerning photography. (Photography Section)

VI. Settle financial responsibilities before the ceremony.

VII. Inform florist/decorator of the parish’s expectations for
decorating, set-up and removal. (Decorations Section)

You will need to obtain an Indiana state marriage license
before or on the date of your wedding. To complete the
license process you will need identification, an application
(see link below), and to go in person to the Clerk of Courts to
pay the fee and sign papers. Marriage license are valid for 60
days.

City-County Building, W-122
200 E. Washington Street, Indianapolis, IN 46204
First floor, west wing of the City-County Building

Indiana Residents - $18
Out-of-State Residents - $60

Marion County Indiana Marriage License Application

STATE OF INDIANA MARRIAGE LICENSE

ST. MARK PARISH STAFF AND INFORMATION

Fr. Tim Wyciskalla, Pastor
frtim@stmarkindy.org

Deacon Paul Fisherkeller
deaconpaul@stmarkindy.org

Christine Risch
Director of Ministries
crisch@stmarkindy.org

Drew Eagan
Director of Music
aeagan@stmarkindy.org

Alison Archer
Director of Parish Operations
aarcher@stmarkindy.org

317.787.8246

Address for wedding invitations: 
St. Mark the Evangelist Catholic Church
535 East Edgewood Avenue Indianapolis, IN 46227
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https://mycourts.in.gov/mlpublic/


Wedding Information

ST. MARK THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH

TIME

Saturday Weddings are scheduled at either 11 AM or  1:30 PM.  Bridal Party arrival times are 2 hours prior to
the ceremony start time. 

11:00 AM Ceremony start time:  Bridal Party arrival 9:00 AM 
1:30 PM Ceremony start time:  Bridal Party arrival 11:00 AM 

 
The parish weekend schedule begins on Saturday at 3:00 PM with the Sacrament of Reconciliation, so
the worship area, courtesy room and Schafer Hall, all need to be ready by 2:50 PM. It is a rare occurrence,
but there are circumstances when two weddings, or a funeral will be schedule for the same day as your
wedding. Weddings are not scheduled on the last two weekends of Lent. 

When you meet with the Priest or Deacon, he will
set the rehearsal date and time.  The rehearsal is
usually scheduled the day before the wedding. 
 Anyone involved with the ceremony is asked to be
present at the rehearsal.  Our church Wedding
Coordinator will begin the rehearsal promptly at
the scheduled time, so please ask those
participating to be prompt and dress appropriately.  
Please remember to respect the sanctity of the
Church. Rehearsals usually last about an hour. 

You will be assigned a wedding coordinator to
help you on at the rehearsal and the day of. The
wedding coordinators at St. Mark are:

Sue Fry —317.783.4975
Tona Cole —317.383.7472

REHEARSAL WEDDING COORDINATORS
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The role of music is to serve the needs of the Sacred Liturgy. The
primary role of music in the Liturgy is to help the members of the
gathered assembly to join themselves with the action of Christ and
give voice to the gift of faith.

From “Sing to the Lord” Music in Divine Worship, USCCB* November
14, 2007:

The lifelong bond established by the marriage covenant between
a man and a woman derives its force from creation. Jesus Christ
has raised this natural covenant to a higher dignity as sacrament
of the new and eternal covenant. Above all else, the “grace of
Christian marriage is a fruit of Christ’s cross, the source of all
Christian life.” (Code of Canon Law)

Music should reflect the truth that all the sacraments celebrate
the Paschal Mystery of Christ (STTL 189). Secular music, even
though it may emphasize the love of the spouses for one another
is not appropriate for the Sacred Liturgy. Songs chosen for the
Liturgy should be appropriate for the celebration and express the
faith of the Church (STTL 190)

Vocalist: A vocalist may sing alone during the Preparation
of Gifts or following communion, provided the music and manner
of singing does not call attention to themselves, but rather assists in
the contemplation of the sacred mystery being celebrated.

Please contact Drew Eagan, Director of Music, 60 to 90 days prior to
the date of the wedding. A consultant’s meeting will be set up with
the director to discuss the Wedding music, accompanist, musicians
and cantor. All weddings at St. Mark Church will include a parish
cantor. The cantor may function as a soloist, but their main role is
to provide music leadership for the Liturgy.

Fees and Payments: The cost for the music will vary
depending on the planned music and number of musicians.
The starting cost is $300. This will be discussed in detail at the time
of the initial consultation. If there is a guest accompanist to lead
the music, there is still a "bench fee" of $75.00 to review the music,
coordinate with the guest accompanist, and set up the PA, etc.
Please make the payment for the musicians 7 to 10 days prior to
the Wedding date. The check payment should be made out to
“Andrew Eagan.”

Guest Singers and Musicians: If a guest accompanist
is to play for a wedding at St. Mark Church, that person becomes
the music coordinator. In this case, the parish music director will be
a consultant to review selected music and music placement. All
guidelines for liturgical music must be followed. Guest musicians,
soloists, and singers, must be trained in the appropriateness
of music and musicians for a Sacred Liturgy.

Music
LITURGICAL 
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Further Information

ST. MARK THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH

FINANCES
Certain fees are required. These fees need to be paid prior to the wedding rehearsal. Two checks payable to St. Mark Catholic Church and Andrew
Eagan in the amount of:

Total payments:
 
 
 

Presider (Priest or Deacon) It is not expected to make an offering of appreciation to the Priest or Deacon who presides at your wedding, but is a
nice gesture of gratitude.

Altar Servers It is customary to make an offering of $10 or more in appreciation to the altar servers, if altar servers assist at your wedding.

The aisle of the Church is 36 feet long from the steps of the Altar to
the doors of the narthex. This is a terrazzo floor, no aisle runner is
allowed. There are 5 rows of chairs, and 5 rows of pews in aisle.

Do not place anything on the altar. You may decorate the front of
the Ambo, and the corners of the steps,  Please keep in mind, our
church may already be decorated with plants and flowers
depending upon the season.

Decorative bows or flowers for the ends of the pews may be used,
however, only 3M tape may be used to secure them to the pews.
Other adhesives leave residue on the surface of the pews. Please
remove immediately following the ceremony.

Please do not throw rice, confetti or birdseed after the ceremony. It
is acceptable to blow bubbles, ring bells or clap hands as a send
off.

If you have questions about any of the above restrictions,
please do not hesitate to ask the St. Mark Wedding Coordinator.

ALCOHOL is not permitted on the church premises during the
rehearsal or at any time during the day of the wedding. Persons
showing signs of alcoholic consumption will be asked to leave.

The Church has a courtesy room on the north end of the Narthex
that can be used as a dressing room the bride and her party. The
men of the wedding party can use Monsignor Schafer Hall, however
there is not a private place for the men to dress. Please remove all
personal possessions at the end of the wedding. St. Mark is not
responsible for valuables left in this room, or anywhere, during the
wedding.

On SATURDAYS the church must be ready for the Sacrament of
Reconciliation and for evening Mass. The worship area, Courtesy
Room, and all other areas used in the Church must be cleared by
the 2:50 PM.

Updated January 3, 2023, policies are subject to change without
notice. 

DECORATIONS OTHER POLICY & PROCEDURES

We understand the importance of wanting to capture every detail of your wedding day, but it is also important not to disrupt the
Sacredness of your Sacrament of Holy Matrimony. Pictures of the wedding party may be taken before and or after the ceremony. For
processional photos, the photographers should position themselves in the center aisle, between the last three rows of pews and the doors
of the Narthex. Saturday wedding photography must be completed by 2:50 PM because the parish weekend schedule begins at 3:00 PM.

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEOGRAPHY
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ACTIVE PARISHIONERS: $500
$200 TO ST. MARK 

$300 TO ANDREW EAGAN FOR MUSIC

NON PARISHIONERS: $1000
$700 TO ST. MARK

$300 TO ANDREW EAGAN FOR MUSIC


