
I.  Holy Matrimony 

 A.  Sign of Trinity 

  1.  Self-giving love 

  2.  Live giving love 

  3.  Unity of persons 

 B.  Be fruitful and multiply 

 C.  Catholicism and Marriage 

  1.  Divorce is not possible 

   a.  Matthew 19:1-9 

   b.  divorce is contrary to the law of love-unity and division 

   c.  death and death alone ends a marriage (unless the marriage was not valid) 

  2.  Sex 

   a.  Sex is what separates a marriage from a friendship 

   b.  Sex is proper to the mutual giving of spouses-symbol of Christ and the Church-“This is my  

        body given for you” 

   c.  Sex is the physical act of vows and is necessary for a marriage to be valid.  What is said in the  

        vows is lived and experienced through the act of mutual giving in sexual intercourse 

   d.  This is why premarital sex is sinful.  The body lies because sex becomes about simply pleasure 

        and removes God from the equation 

   e.  Homosexuality-Natural law prohibits same sex marriage and sex because of the   

        incompatibility of parts and the sexual act is not open to life 

  3.  Contraception 

   a.  birth control is against the teaching of the Church 

   b.  birth control can rob sex of its meaning and significance.  The sexual act, like marriage, is to  

        make a complete gift of oneself to the other.  This is not possible if we withhold our fertility  

        from one another.  Likewise to sterilize oneself is to change what God has created. 

   c.  Contraception violates the law of marital relations.  Sex is about bonding between spouses  

         (relive the vows made) and babies.  To remove one aspect of this is to denigrate the sexual  

        experience and take away a vital part of sexual intimacy 

  4.  Love 

   a.  Marriage is meant to bond man and woman together in love through the recitation of vows  

        and the sexual act which give those vows a physical character 

   b.  Marriage must be entered into freely.  Both spouses must intend on total self giving, be open  

        to life (fruitful) 

  5.  Cohabitation 

   a.  When two people live together prior to marriage 

   b.  This puts both in temptation-makes premarital sex more readily available 

   c.  The two persons live as husband and wife before vows are taken which puts the whole  

         process out of order 

6. Homosexuality 

 a.  Contrary to natural law 

 b.  Does not flow from the complementarity of genders 

 c.  Closed off to life 

 d.  Clearly seen as contrary to the life of God within Scripture.  

e.  Jesus is the final arbiter of marriage. In stating what a marriage is “for this reason a man shall  

leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife and the two will become one flesh,” Jesus 

is also telling us what a marriage is not.  

 

II.  Holy Orders 

 A.  The Last Supper 

  1.  At the Last Supper Jesus makes the apostles priests by giving them a sacrifice (the Eucharist) to offer 

  2.  The authority to perform the sacraments is given by Jesus to the apostles 

 B.  Apostolic succession 

  1.  Only the apostles can perform the sacraments 

  2.  The apostles go out and spread the faith. 

   a.  as they do they leave behind men to take their place and lay hands on them 



   b.  the laying on of hands is the process by which the apostles hand on their authority to teach  

        and perform the sacraments 

   c.  the men they lay their hands on are called “overseers” or “bishops” 

   d.  bishops perform the sacraments but as the number of Christians increase they ordain men to  

       help them perform the sacraments (priests) 

   e.  the apostles had to focus on spreading the Gospel and performing the sacraments so they  

        were not able to help in other capacities 

    i.  they laid hands on men to be servants of the Church but with no sacramental power 

    ii. these men are called “deacons” which means “servants” 

  3.  The bishops continue to lay hands on other men on throughout the centuries 

   a.  This is why the Catholic Church does not recognize Protestant sacraments outside of baptism  

        and marriage 

   b.  The authority to perform the sacraments is not because of the holiness of the man nor his  

        degree but his reception of this authority from someone who received it from the apostles 

 C.  Women and Holy Orders 

  1.  Women cannot be bishops, priests, or deacons 

  2.  No woman has ever been an ordained minister of the Church 

  3.  Reasons why women cannot be priests 

a.  Priests act in the place of Christ and a man better represents Christ (like casting a man to play        

Dorothy in the Wizard of Oz) 

b.  Jesus chose men to be His apostles 

c.  The Church has never ordained a woman-the apostles thought it important that priests and        

bishops be men 

  4.  The Priesthood 

   a.  Priests act in the role of Jesus 

    i.  they are called to minister to the flock of Christ 

    ii. help the faithful to attain heaven 

   b.  The priesthood is a sacred symbol of Christ’s love for His Church that He calls men to be  

        symbols of Himself in all generations 

   c.  The priest is not his own but serves Christ alone 

   d.  Clerical celibacy 

    i.  priests in the west cannot be married 

    ii. they live as Christ did-completely devoted to the Gospel 

    iii. Matthew 19:12 


