
The Last Things & The Second Coming of Christ 

I.  The Four Last Things 

 A.  Death             

  1.  The human condition implies that we all will suffer and we all will die     

  2.  Death is the debt that all men pay for the wickedness of sin.      

   a.  human suffering can have redemptive value       

   b. by suffering with faith we can help our salvation and perhaps bring others to salvation as well 

 B.  Judgment             

  1.  Particular judgment           

   a.  after death we are judged individually by our own deeds     

   b.  we can be seen as a friend of God and rewarded for our fidelity    

  2.  General judgment           

   a.  at the Second Coming of Christ the living and the dead are judged     

   b.  even though the dead have already been judged upon their death, they are here judged again  

        with all souls living and deceased 

 C.  Heaven             

  1.  Heaven is the eternal reward for the faithful        

   a.  for those who love and serve the Lord       

   b.  promised by Christ (One Example Matthew 25:31-46)     

  2.  Heaven is for the holy=nothing unholy can enter heaven      

  3.  Heaven is not what we like best in this world        

   a.  those things that we love on earth are only meant to wet our appetite for heaven  

   b.  heaven completes all that is lacking within us-the greatest longing of the human heart is for  

        God and for eternity and in heaven the two are united and the heart is stilled   

   c.  to say that heaven is what we like best on earth is to say that God is not the reward or that the  

        things of earth are more valuable than God       

   d.  heaven is experiencing the true meaning of love and our existence forever 

 D.  Hell              

  1.  Hell is the gift God gives to those who ask for it       

   a.  God does not “send” anyone to Hell        

   b.  Hell is freely chosen by man when we opt to reject God and make ourselves God (make our  

        own morality, obey our own passions, reject God’s existence, etc.)    

   c.  For those who do not want God in their lives and reject Him, He gives them their request 

   d.  Hell is the absence of God         

    i.  every soul is made for God even if they do not understand it or do not like it  

    ii. Hell then is torture because eventually the soul realizes its purpose is to love and be  

         loved by God and there is no longer any hope for that     

   e.  Hell is also promised by Jesus        

    i.  punishment for the wicked (One example: Matt 25:41)     

    ii. described by Jesus         

     a. where the worm does not die and the fire is not quenched   

     b. where there will be wailing and gnashing of teeth    

  2.  An eternal place           

   a.  our earthly lives are the final test        

   b.  hell is inescapable-once there, always there 

 E.  Purgatory             

  1.  Technically purgatory will not exist forever and is not considered one of the Four Last Things 

  2.  Purgatory is the logical solution to the problem that most of us face:     

   a.  we die in sin and with attachment to sin       

   b.  we haven’t chosen Hell because we have chosen to serve God     

  3.  Purgatory purges the sinner and prepares them for heaven      

  4.  Purgatory will eventually cease to exist 

II.  The Second Coming of Christ 

 A.  Christ Promises to Return           

  1.  Judge the living and the dead          

   a.  “Behold my reward is with me to give to everyone according to his works.”   



   b.  God shows us His justice         

   c.  The beatitudes are fulfilled         

  2.  Reward the faithful 

 B.  Establish the reign of God           

  1.  Heavenly Jerusalem (Zion)          

  2.  A new earth will be established for the blessed (saints=those in heaven) 

 C.  “No one knows the day or the hour.”  Matt 24:36        

    1.  Do not be swayed by false predictions LK 21:7     

    2.  Always be ready          

     a.  Matt 24         

     b.  Luke 12:35         

    3.  He will come like a thief in the night 


