
Baptism and Confirmation 

I.  Baptism 

A.  Baptism in the New Testament       

1. Christ 

a. Was Himself baptized (Mt3:13-17; Mk 1:9-11; Lk 3:21-22) 

i.  does not need baptism but shows His humility to be baptized by John (Matt 3:14-15)  

ii. shows us how we are to enter into His life    

b. Command given to the apostles   

i.  baptism comes with learning the faith (Mt 28:16-20)       

ii. seek to bring the whole world to Christ via baptism 

2. Preached by John for repentance           

a. Luke 3:3-4       

b. John 1:29-34     

3. Understood by Paul             

a. Buried into death (Rom 6:4)           

i.  we are to live dead to sin and alive in Christ        

ii. live in the resurrection          

b. Unites the faithful (Eph 4:5)           

i.   we become members of the His body, the Church, which unites us     

ii.  brothers and sisters in Christ          

iii. Galatians 3:28            

B. What happens at Baptism             

1. the cleansing from original sin           

2. become a member of the Church           

3. receive the Holy Spirit            

4. anointed priest, prophet, and king           

a.  “alter Christus”             

b. share in His work of redemption          

5.  Necessity of baptism             

a.  John 3:3-5            

b.  Kinds of baptism            

i.   Normative-water            

ii.  Blood             

iii. Desire            

 

II.  Confirmation             

A. Biblical record             

1. Gifts of the Spirit (Is 11:1-3 [below])           

2. The “laying on of hands” (Hebrews 6:1-2)          

a.   linked with Baptism            

b.  not ordination             

c. advance to maturity and move to the more advanced aspects of faith      

3.  Necessity of the Bishop (Acts 8:14-17)          

a.   Samarians had been baptized but had not received the fullness of the Spirit     

b.  The apostles receive the Holy Spirit at Pentecost (it rushes upon them)      

c. Only the apostles can make the Holy Spirit “rush” upon others so they are sent to bring the fullness of the 

Spirit to Samaria         

B. Link with Baptism             

1. Baptism is reception of the Holy Spirit          

2. Confirmation is the sealing of the gifts of the Holy Spirit        

a.   wisdom             

b.  counsel (right judgment)           

c. knowledge             

d.  understanding             

e.   piety              

f.  fear of the Lord             



g. Fortitude             

4. The Confirmed has the responsibility of defending & spreading the faith      

a.  in Baptism we are given the responsibility to learn the faith       

b. by Confirmation we should have gained the necessary knowledge of the faith to harness the seven gifts of 

the Holy Spirit (above) to spread the faith and bear witness to it even unto death 

   

 
 


