
Pharisees 

1. The teachers of the Law, rabbis. 

2. The leaders of the Jews in spiritual 

matters. 

3. Jesus had run-ins with this group 

regularly.   

4. They believed that the Messiah 

would be a rabbi 

a. A great rabbi would help them to 

understand the Law and live it 

better 

b. God would thus bless them by 

ridding them of the Romans 

 

Paul was a Pharisee 

Zealots 

1. Insurrectionists against Rome. 

2. They tried to be a nuisance to Rome 

through minor acts of “terrorism”. 

3. The Pharisees and Sadducees tried to 

put Jesus in this group as it became 

clearer He wasn’t what they wanted.   

4. They believed that the Messiah would 

be a general 

a. A great general would help them to 

victory against the Romans 

 

 

The Apostle Simon was a Zealot 

Essenes 

1. Viewed Jerusalem and the Temple as 

corrupt and left town.  

2. They lived hermit-like simple lives in 

the desert trying to be faithful. 

3. They believed that the Messiah would 

be a prophet 

a. A prophet like Isaiah or Elijah 

would call the people back to God 

b. God would see the fidelity of the 

Jews and give them victory over 

the Romans 

 

John the Baptist was an Essene 

Sadducees 

1. The puppet leaders of the Jews put in 

place by the Romans (Greeks). 

2. They were generally despised 

because of their close affiliation with 

Rome. 

3. Jesus’ encounters with them centered 

on kingship.   

4. They believed that the Messiah would 

be a king 

a. A new king like David would unite 

the Jews 

b. The united Jews would be able to 

cast off the Romans 
 

Herod was a Sadducee 



Gather the Tribes 

 

The Messiah was to gather the Jews that 

had been scattered via the conquests of 

Assyria and Babylon. 

Jesus comes not only to gather the 

scattered Jews in the Diaspora but all of 

mankind.  We are all adopted by the 

Father when Jesus becomes our brother 

by the taking of his human nature. 

We see in Pentecost the Holy Spirit’s 

power to unite people in language as the 

Tower of Babel separated them in the 

same manner.   

Reign as Lord of the Nations 

 

The Jews believed that the Messiah 

would extend the reign of God beyond 

simply themselves but to be a “light to 

the gentiles.”  

Christ accomplishes this when He sends 

His apostles to the whole world to 

preach the Good News.   

Defeat the Enemies of Israel 

 

The Messiah was to come and deliver 

the Jews from the hands of their 

enemies.  The Jews perceived this as a 

Moses-esque deliverer from bondage or 

foreign oppression. 

Jesus delivers the Jews (and all of us) 

from the real enemy-sin.  This is the 

enemy that has plagued mankind since 

the first moments in the garden and it is 

this real enemy the Christ defeats with 

His death and resurrection.  

Cleanse the Temple 

 

The Messiah was to make the Temple a 

place for the pure sacrifice to be offered. 

The Messiah was to show them the true 

worship of God. 

Christ is the Temple.  His Body is the 

holy place where God is worshipped “in 

spirit and truth.”  The Jewish Temple 

was a prefigurement of the perfect 

Temple that was to come. 

We see this when Jesus says, “destroy 

this Temple and in three days I will raise 

it up” as well as the veil of the Temple 

being torn the moment Christ died on 

the cross thus signifying the old Temple 

had no purpose anymore. 


