
MASS SCHEDULE 

Saint Leonard Church 

Saturday  5:00 PM 

Sunday  9:00 AM 

   10:30 AM (Italian) 

   12:00 Noon 

Mon-Fri  12:05 PM 

Confessions 

Saturdays 4:15-5 PM  

and upon request 

Saint Stephen Church 

Saturday  4:00 PM 

Sunday  11:00 AM 

Thurs-Fri  7:30 AM 

Sacred Heart Church 

is temporarily closed 

Saint Leonard of Port Maurice Parish 

320 Hanover Street, Boston, MA 02113 

admin@saintleonardchurchboston.org 

P: 617-523-2110 | F: 617-367-0456  

Saint Stephen church 

401 Hanover St, Boston, MA 02109  

P: 617-523-2110 | F: 617-367-0456  

Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make straight his paths: 

all flesh shall see the 

salvation of God. 

Luke 3: 4,6    

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/3?4


Schedule of Devotions 

Mon - Fri 11:30 AM Rosary 

  12:05 Mass 

Monday 12:30 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Tuesday 12:30 PM St Anthony Novena 

Weds  12:30 PM Litany of St Joseph 

  1st Wed of every month 

  Queen of Peace Prayer Group 

  6:30 PM Rosary, 7PM Mass 

Thursday 11:00 AM Adoration 

  Pure in Heart Young Adults 

  6:30 PM Rosary, 7PM Mass 

Friday  12:30-3:30 PM Adoration 

  3:00 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Saint Francis Gift and Book Store 

Mon - Thurs  1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

Fri - Sat  1:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

Sunday   10:00 am - 6:00 pm 

Pastoral Staff  

Pastor: Rev. Michael Della Penna, OFM 

Deacon: Brother Charles Gingerich, OFM 

Italian Ministry: Rev. Federico Cinocca 

Sacristan: Charles Falla, OFS 

St Stephen Rector: Rev. David Costello 

Parish Office 

New Office Hours: 

Mon - Thu   1:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

Friday    Closed 

Office Manager: Janine Martignetti 

Administrative Assistant: Maryann Ligotti 

Business Manager: John Kutch 

Saint John School 

Principal: Claire Cassidy 

Tel: 617-227-3143                  Mon - Fri  8AM - 3PM  

St Leonard Church will be closed for     

cleaning on Mondays 8:00 AM - 11:00AM  

& Thursdays 8:00 AM - 11:00AM  

SAINT LEONARD CHURCH SAINT LEONARD CHURCH 
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December 4 - Saturday 

5:00pm -  Jean McCawley; Dartista & Iudiciani 

Families; Anna & Andrew Russo; Sarah & 

Pasquale Fabiano & Family; Lena & Joseph Troisi; 

Louise Silvestro; Benjamin & Anna Laggiano. 

6:30pm - St Joseph Society Mass 

December 5 - Sunday 

9:00am - Carmela Flynn 

10:30am - Luigi Torra & Salvatore Tizzano 

12:00pm - Clementine & Francesco Federico; 

Intentions of Joseph Federico; Intentions for Anna 

Keane  

December 6 - Monday 

12:05pm -  Special Intention 

December 7 - Tuesday 

12:05pm - Josephine & Louise Trodella 

December 8 - Wednesday 

8:30am - School Mass 

12:05pm - Marie Polcari 

7:00pm - Mass Immaculate Conception 

December 9 - Thursday 

12:05pm - Fr Ronald Siciliano 

 December 10 - Friday 

12:05pm -  Saint Barbara 

December 11 - Saturday 

5:00pm -  Coleen Diodati; Stephanie Gallarelli 

6:30pm - Mass by Fr Michael MacGinnis  

Confessions- 6:00pm -7:30pm  

    Mass Intentions December 5 - 12 

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn the week 

of December 5 - 12 at Saint Leonard Church 

for Generoso Cataldo 



December 4 - Saturday 

4:00pm -  James D’Ambrosio 

December 5- Sunday 

11:00am -  Rosemary MacKinnon 

December 9 - Thursday 

7:30am - Noel Costello 

December 10 - Friday 

7:30am - Mary Mooney 

December 11 - Saturday 

4:00pm - Robert Crane 
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CALENDAR OF THE ADVENT-URE 

SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT, DEC 5 - DEC 11, 

2021 

On the Second Sunday in Advent the “Love” Candle is lit. 

December 7- 5:00pm Advent with Mary Mass, 

Rosary and meeting with Ivan 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION  

December 8- 7:00 pm Mass 

December 8- 7:00 pm  Mass 

*December 10 - 7:30 pm Christmas Concert: 

Testimony of Light 

 NOTE: A suggested donation of $25.00 

December 11- 6:30 pm -Advent Night of 

Recollection: An Awakening of Hope with the 

Holy Family-Fr. Michael MacGinnis 

Confessions- 6:00pm -7:30pm 

ST. STEPHENS CHURCH 

    Mass Intentions December 5 - 12 
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On the Forth Sunday in Advent the “Peace” Candle is lit. 

The white candle is lit on Christmas Eve representing the 

coming of Christ 

On the Third Sunday in Advent the “Joy” Candle is lit 

THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT, DEC 12 - DEC 18, 

2021 

December 12, 2021 5:00pm A Christmas 

Concert: "In dulci jubilo: A Baroque Christmas" 

featuring vocal and instrumental Christmas 

music from the 17th and 18th centuries. Music 

by Vivaldi, Scarlatti, Praetorius, and others. 

Free admission with a suggested donation.  

December 14- 5:00pm Advent with Mary: 

Mass, Rosary and meeting with Ivan 

December 18-11:00am All are welcome, 

Christmas Liturgy: Sponsored by The Italian 

School Di San Leonardo celebrated by Father 

Giadio DeBlasio, a native Italian Priest from 

Boston College. 

December 18- 3:00pm 

In the Peace Garden the Saint Leonard Choral 

Society (President Mrs. Laurie Warlock) 

presents a Christmas Carol Concert with Music 

Director Dr Dan Drzymalski.  

FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT, DEC 19 - DEC 24, 

2021 

December 20, 21, 22 7:00 pm Fr. Rick 

Martignetti 

The Gift of Jesus: A Christmas Mission  

December 21- 5:00pm Advent with Mary: Mass, 

Rosary and meeting with Ivan 

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR MASS 

SCHEDULE 

CHRISTMAS EVE FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2021 

4:00 Confession  

5:00pm- Mass  

December 24, 2021 Midnight Mass 

Christmas Carol 

Concert 

CHURCH DECORATION 

Father Michael is looking for volunteers on 

December 22 at 6:00pm to help decorate the 

church for the Christmas Season 
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MEDITATIONS  

FATHER MICHAEL DELLA PENNA 

CHRISTMAS DAY SATURDAY, DECEMBER 

25, 2021 

December 25, 2021 MASS 

9:00am 

10:30am Italian 

12:00pm 

NEW YEARS EVE DECEMBER 31, 2021 

12:05pm – Mass 

5:00pm Mass St. Stephens Church          

(This year only)  

December 31, 2021 New Years Eve 

For further information on any Further 

events, please go to our St Leonard website                                        

https://saintleonardchurchboston.org/ 

During a historic meeting on May 26, 2015 at the 

Vatican between the Franciscan friars and Pope 

Francis, there was a very moving and powerful 

encounter between a certain friar and the Pope 

that you won't read about in any newspaper report 

or magazine. It occurred during a brief but grace 

filled moment when this friar went to personally 

shake the hand of the Pope. As he approached the 

Holy Father, our General Minister Michael A. Perry 

announced that this friar was also serving in Rome 

as a confessor at the Basilica of St. John Lateran. 

As the two shook hands, however, the Pope did 

something unexpected. He looked into his eyes and 

slowly and deliberately said, "Forgive everything!" 

As the friar began to turn away so the next friar in 

line could approach, the Pope reached out and 

placed his other hand over the friars’ hand and 

again slowly but emphatically repeated, "Forgive 

everything!" Profoundly touched by this prophetic 

gesture, the friar returned to his seat and broke 

down in tears - so deeply did this simple and 

gentle admonition from the Vicar of Christ affect 

him. "Forgive everything!" 

 

The Peace Prayer of St Francis 

Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace;  

Where there is hatred, let me sow love;  

Where there is injury, pardon;  

Where there is doubt, faith;  

Where there is despair, hope;  

Where there is darkness, light;  

And where there is sadness, joy. 

O Divine Master, 

Grant that I may not so much seek 

To be consoled as to console;  

To be understood, as to understand;  

To be loved, as to love;  

For it is in giving that we receive,  

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,  

And it is in dying that we are born to Eternal 

Life.  

Amen. 



6 

Let us ask ourselves some challenging ques-

tions today: 

How do I treat those who have hurt me? Our 

beloved founder St Francis wrote in his Letter 

to a Minister: "I wish to know in this way if you 

love the Lord and me: that there is not any 

brother in the world who has sinned - however 

much he could have sinned - who, after he has 

looked into your eyes, would ever depart 

without your mercy, if he is looking for mercy.  

And if he were not looking for mercy, you 

would ask him if he wants mercy." Brothers 

and sisters, we are invited, even challenged - 

to never allow another to look into our eyes 

without seeing mercy. Never miss an oppor-

tunity to extend His infinite mercy; first and 

foremost, with our family and friends. Let us 

never forget that in every Our Father we pray, 

the most important word is the smallest word 

in the whole prayer and holds enormous 

consequence. What word is that? Think about 

it. It is the word “as.” We specifically ask our 

Father to forgive us OUR trespasses AS we 

forgive those who trespass against us. This 

may or may not be a wise request, since our 

being forgiven hinges on our having forgiven.  

Said another way, our own forgiveness is 

inextricably bound with our willingness to 

forgive others.  Do I really want God to forgive 

me in the way I have forgiven others? Imagine 

if God said "ok", I will forgive you the way you 

forgave this or that person. Let’s sincerely 

search our own hearts therefore and ask what 

we can do to help heal the hurts and wounds 

within our own family and community. Are we 

willing to take the words of Pope Francis to 

heart and actually forgive EVERYTHING? 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

We have begun our Advent journey. We are 

preparing ourselves to welcome the wonderful 

mystery of our Lord’s Incarnation. As we start 

this journey, I would like to pause for a second 

and reflect with you on what it means to 

welcome our Lord. We are waiting for our 

Lord’s coming, but what exactly does that 

mean? Jesus has already come in history, and 

our faith professes that he will come again in 

glory at the end of time. Between the 

“already” – Jesus’ first coming – and the “not 

yet” – his second coming in glory - we have 

the “now,” the time of the Church, our time. 

What does it mean to wait for Jesus in the 

“now,” the time of the Church? How can we 

welcome the Lord today?  

As I write this question, a page of the Gospel 

comes to mind, Matthew 25:40. Jesus says, 

“whatever you did for one of these least 

brothers of mine, you did for me.” In this 

chapter of the Gospel, the evangelist depicts 

the extraordinary scene of the Judgment of 

FATHER FEDERICO CINOCCA 
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The Crucified Knight - By Fr. 

Michael Della Penna, OFM   

 "A painted song" is the way Henri D'Avranches 

describes his own literary masterpiece, The 

Versified Life of Saint Francis. In a masterful study 

of Henri's text, Friar Michael Della Penna offers a 

frame for this marvelous painting. He enhances the 

beauty of Henri's liberating contemplative insight 

on St. Francis' desire or God. His study thereby 

offers his readers a new framework for 

contemplative insight that intersects with the 

poetry and affective power of Francis' dream. 

These same two intersecting elements that 

propelled Henri to move a vision of Francis beyond 

the friars and beyond Umbria now invite readers of 

the 21st century to awaken their own dreams of 

heroic desire for God.  

J. A. Wayne Hellmann OFM Conv. 

Saint Louis University 

BOOKS TO READ 
the Nations. All the nations will be summoned 

before the Son of Man, and he will judge them 

according to how much they bothered to love 

and care for their little brothers and sisters, 

particularly the hungry, the thirsty, the 

strangers, the naked, and those in prison. 

Whatever was done for one of these little ones, 

the Son of Man will count it as having been 

done for him.  

This page is a beautiful example that tells us 

that our spiritual life cannot be disconnected 

from our daily practice of charity and mercy. 

We cannot pray to the Lord without caring for 

our brothers and sisters in need. We cannot sit 

in the pew and not bother to love those around 

us. Advent is a particular time to rediscover the 

meaning of these words. 

As we begin our Advent season, our Lord is 

speaking to you in the deepest depths of your 

soul.  Jesus is gently saying, “Wake up.” 

“Listen.” “Watch.”  He will not shout; he will 

whisper so that you must give Jesus your full 

attention.  

Reflect, today, upon the fact that God is 

speaking within the depths of your soul each 

and every day. He is talking to you now. Every 

time we are distracted, we miss an opportunity 

to live the Gospel and welcome Jesus in our 

life. Every time we don’t listen to Jesus’ voice, 

we miss a chance to build a better world and 

the Kingdom of God. Advent is a time, more 

than any, to renew our commitment to listen, 

be attentive, and respond to those in need. 

This is what it means to wait for Jesus’ coming 

and welcome the Lord. 

 

Good Advent to everybody! 



Hidden Beauty - By FR. Rick 

Martignetti, OFM  

"This lovely book is a rich theological and practical 

primer of Franciscan Sprituality written by two 

friars, one who lived in the thirteenth century and 

one who lives in the twenty-first century. Both 

writers moved me to want to draw closer to Christ. 

That is the gift of this fine book, this journey into 

the life, death, and glorification of Jesus Christ 

which involves re-discovering the meaning and 

mystery of the Tree of Life. I can't think of better 

guides for the journey than St. Bonaventure and 

his interpreter, Fr. Rick Martignetti, who has 

studied, prayed with, and lived with St. 

Bonaventure's thought for many years."  

Fr. Murray Bodo, OFM 

Author fo Francis: The Journey and the Dream,  

Mystics: 10 Who Show Us the Ways of God, and 

Francis and Jesus. 
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There will be a second collection for Amando T 

House at all masses on Dec 12, 2021  

Thank you for your generosity! 



CHRISTMAS AT MONICA'S KITCHEN 

The Good Samaritan Ministry at Monica's 

Kitchen serves individuals and families whose 

health and happiness are threatened by 

poverty, hunger, violence, addiction and other 

hardships. Through our food pantry. community 

peace gatherings and recovery support services 

we hope to be instruments of hope and healing 

for our friends and    neighbors in South Boston. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE 
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BIBLE STUDY IN ITALIAN 

You can make Christmas bright for our friends and 

neighbors in need by taking a Giving Tree gift 

ornament that describes who will receive the gift. 

Once the gift is purchased, put the ornament on 

the unwrapped gift and please place in the 

Christmas box. You can also donate by purchasing 

a gift from our Amazon Christmas Wish List for 

Children and Adults. The wish lists can be found 

on the homepage at                                      

goodsamaritanministry.org 

http://goodsamaritanministry.org
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Handcrafted Rosaries to share our Faith  

Phone  201-913-6038 

Instagram: StellarSwords 

    VOLUNTEER CORNER     

We will be having “PGC” Protecting God’s Child class on December 6, 2021 at 1:00 pm & 

6:00 pm - in St Joseph Hall. 

The parish is looking for a volunteer as an assistant to our sacristan. 

Father Michael would like to invite our parishioners to volunteer and help us to clean the 

peace garden, collect the fallen leaves and in preparation for winter, volunteer snow 

shovelers will be needed. 

 Please contact the parish office at 617-523-2110. 

    ST LEONARD PARISH NOVEMBER OFFERTORY  

 Week 1:   $ 2,884 

 Week 2:   $ 2,759 

 Week 3:   $ 2,641 

 Week 4:   $ 2,597 

    Weekly Budget: $ 6,927 

EV EN I N GS  WI TH  MA RY  

Tuesdays & Saturday In person or via Zoom call, 

join us at St Leonard’s Church from 5:00-7:15 PM 

in celebrating the Eucharist, reciting the rosary 

and at 6:40 PM a virtual meeting with Ivan, the 

visionary from Medjugorje. The evening 

concludes with a benediction after ten minutes of 

silent adoration before the Blessed 

Sacrament.  Because the prayer service will be live 

streamed internationally, please arrive before 

5:00PM.  

Meeting ID: 792 438 9838 

Passcode: StJames  

PURE IN HEART 

Each Thursday, the pure in heart young adult 

group meets at Saint Leonard Church beginning 

with the rosary at 6:30pm followed by mass at 

7:00pm. All young adults 20s & 30s are welcomed. 



Carmela Laurella    President 

2 Union Wharf  Boston MA 02109   Cell:617.797.2538 



PRAYERS FOR LIGHTING  

THE ADVENT WREATH CANDLES 

 
Second Week 

God of power and mercy open our hearts in wel-

come. Remove the things that hinder us from re-

ceiving Christ with joy so that we may share his 

wisdom and become one with him when he comes 

in glory, for he lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

 

Amen.  
 


